



E VA N C/ELICAl. . 





S £ R 



ON T H B 

PRINCIPAL’ SUBJECTS 

4 

O f 

COMMEMORATION 

IN T H B 

CHURCH of ENGLAND. 

ir THi 

W'JWU * 1* A M - L O V E, Af. J*5* 

CvRAr« of Sr. SAvrouit» Southwark. 


LONDON; 

PRIKTtb rOR C. OILLV. IN TKt VOQLTRY ; J. MAfHSWt, IN 
THK STRaNO; ana W. ash, LITTIS TOWtR'-STRBtT. 


ISO«OXCl. 




■4 


THE 

4 

PREFACE. 


4M 


A S, in the Church of England, and in 
fome other churches, the fubje^ of 
the difcourfes contained in this voinme, 
^re fubjefts of annual commemoration, 
perhaps it may not be amils, to examine 
into the authority upon which fuch a cuf- 
tom is grounded. To^a chriftian the bi- 
ble, and efpecially the new teftament, is 
the fupreme law refpefling chriftian wor- 
ftiip, and the grand charter of chriftian 
liberty. From this fountain all legal au¬ 
thority in religious matters muft flow. By 
this ftandard all religious obfervances 
tnuft be tried. 
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Tpie doflrine of chriftian liberty does 
not empower any man to fet up his pwn 
will as the rule of government*^ in the 
church of God; nqr does it give us any 
warrant, ralhly to follow the whim of tlie 
moment in things which relate to religious 
worfliip. If it gave fuch licences as thefe^ 
it would defeat it's own end. It requires 
prudence and thouglitfulncfs in the whole 
of our conduft. It is beautifully illuf- 
trated in the fourteenth chapter of the 
epiftle to the Romans. A proper atten¬ 
tion to that chapter will go a great way 
towards our forming of proper ideas upon 
the fubjeft. 

From the paCTage which I have now 
mentioned, it appears, that fome religi¬ 
ous ceremonies and cuiloms are not cf- 
fential to our falvation, nor to the confti- 
tutioa of a chriftian church. They are 
allowed by apoftolical authority ; but not 
exprefsly commanded, nor forbidden. , If 
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any perfon abftain from things, which are 
pofitively commanded, or adopt cuftoms, 
which ^re exprefsly forbidden, he may as 
well renounce all pretenfions to chriftia^ 
nity. But in things of fmaller moment, 
much is left to the difcretion of churches, 
and of individuals. Thus, even in St. 
Paul's time, it was faid, One believeth that 
he may eat^ll things: another who is weak, 
eateth herbs. One man ejleemcih one day 
above another: anothei^ ejleemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully perfuaded in 
his own mind, Thefe, and all other cuf* 
toms of a fimilar degree of importance, I 
call indifferent. The obfervance and the 
non-obfervance of them are objefts of mu¬ 
tual toleration. 

Now the good or evil of fuch cuftoms 
does not arife immediately from them- 
felves; but from a variety of collateral 
circumftances, fuch as the motives upon 
which we conform to, or refrain from thejn, 
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and the influence which our conduft may 
have upon our fellow chriftians. If we 
confider thefe cuftoms abftraftedly from 
fuch circumftances, we may apply to 
them what the apoftle faith of meats of¬ 
fered to idols. Meat commendeth us not 
to God: for neither if we eat, are we the 
better; neither if we eat not, are we the 
worfe. But viewed in their connexion 
with thofe circumftances, they become 
fubjefts of ferious confideration. The 
morality or immorality of many aftions 
fprings direftly from the intention of him 
who perforiiis them. This is the cafe in 
the obfervance of commemoration days. 
If he who regardeik the day, regardeth it 
to the Lord, that is, if he does it from a 
fincere defire to honour and ferve the 
Lord thereby, however his conduft may 
be cenfured by men, yet it is truly accep¬ 
table to God. So, if he who regardeth not 
the day, doth fo out of reverence to his ^ 

Redeemer, 



P R E F A C % ^ 

Redeemer, his abflaining ftom fuch a cuf* 
tom is equally acceptable. Indeed, a 
gc^d jptention can never fandlify a bad 
aftion; but it may and does fanftify tbofe 
adlions, which are in themfelves indiffe* 
rent. But fuppoiing that we are con- 
nefted with individuals^ or families, or 
churches, whofe views in fuch things do 
not entirely accord with ours, we ought 
to forego our own inclinations, rather 
than by our example influence them to do 
that which they think unlawful, or to re¬ 
frain from that, which they judge requi- 
fite and proper. Hafl thou faith ? Have 
it to thyfelf Let no man put a Jlumbling 
blocks or an occqfion to fall^ in his bro¬ 
ther's way. 

It appears further, that our obedience 
to fome general commands of fcripturc re¬ 
lative to chriftian worfhip may be proper¬ 
ly expreffed, even in different ways. Let 
us feledl one inftance only. St. Paul faith, 

A Let 
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Let all things be done decently, and in or* 
der. One chriftian church will apply this 
to thofe parts of worlhip or difcipline, bn 
which we have no particular commands; 
and will frame a fyftem orderly and good. 
Another will frame a fyftem equally good, 
though fomewhat^difFerent. The one will 
perhaps include in it*s fyftem the keeping 
of certain days of commemoration; the 
other will exclude them : yet both may be 
equally worthy of imitation, and equally 
conformable to the apoftolical precept^ 
Thus have I pointed out the ground, 
on which ftands the keeping of fuch days 
in our national church. With us, they 
are in themfelves things confeffedly indif¬ 
ferent. They are judged at prcfent, con¬ 
ducive to real piety; but declared to be 
alterable from time to time, as circum- 
llances may require. Should any one ob- 
je£l to this ftatement, by faying, that the 
days fpoken of in the chapter here referred 

to 
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to were jewifli feftivals, the objeftion has 
no weight: for if jewHh feftivals were ob¬ 
jects pf toleration, certainly thofe which 
are profeffedly chriftian have as good a 
claim. But it may be faid, that St. Paul, 
in his epiftle to the Galatians, condemns 
the keeping of fuch days. To this I an- 
fwer, that the apoftle would never blame 
in one place, what he freely allows in ano¬ 
ther, provided that it be attended with the 
fame circumllances. He condemns not 
the mere keeping of a day, but the plac¬ 
ing of our dependance upon fuch a cuf- 
tom as if it could juftify a Tinner before 
God. Chriftians have a right to obferve 
fuch days, or not, as they may judge ex¬ 
pedient : but they have no right to con¬ 
demn each other on any fuch account. 
Let not him who obferveth them, defpife 
him who obferveth them not: and let not 
him Kjoho obferveth them not, defpife him 
who doth: for God hath received him. 

Whatever 
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Whatever may be our ideas of fuch 
cuftoms, it muft be acknowledged, that 
the fubjefts of the following difcoux;fes 
fubjefts of importance. As to the manner 
in which the author has acquitted himfclf, 

% 

he is filent. He is not however without 
an humble hope, that the Father of mer¬ 
cies will water the feed here fown, and 
caufe it to fpring up, and bring forth 
fruit unto everlafting life. 
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On the Nativity of Caaisr. 
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Luke ii. 7. 

«r 

And Jhe brought forth her JirJi bom fon, 
and wrapped him in /waddling clothes, 
and laid him in a mang^, becqufe there 
was no room for them in the inn, 

?S’ 53 fe'*[HE event which, under the di- serm. 

T ^ vine providence, we are this day . , 

ItfXfM called upon to celebrate, has 
nothing in it to gratify the tafte of a fen- 
fual worldly man. Inlenfible of his need 
of falvation, he has no relifli for that ipi- 
rituai harmony, which is occafioned and 
excited by the great Redeemer’s birth. 
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s E R may indeed attend the'ecterior ferviccsf' 
C-C—» of the church; but in his heart he virtu¬ 
ally fays of Cfarift, that. hath nnform^ 
nor comlinefs, nor beauty^ that we Jhovii 
dejire him But the good man, taught to 
judge of things according to their real 
worth more than by their outward appear¬ 
ance, turns his inquifitive eye towards the 
land of Judea, obferves the Saviour s en¬ 
trance into human life, and perceives in 
that event theutmoftimportance, and gran¬ 
deur, and glory. Let our thoughts range 
a little in this plcafing field of meditation. 

Augustus Cesar the roman emperor, 
being defirous of knowing the fiate of his 
extenfive dominions, both with regard to 
the number of his fubjefls, and with re- 
fpeft to the property which they poffeffed, 
made a decree that all the world, that is, 
all the roman empire (hould be taxed. 
This decree required not only that a cer¬ 
tain tribute fhould be paid, but alfo that 
the names of the inhabitants of the various 
countries, which were fubjeft to Cefar’s 
authority, together with their family con- ■ 

ne6rions, 
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And probably their pofleffionsj 
fliould be noted down in the public re- 
torSs/ tFor thefe purpofes every man went 
to his own native place; Among thole 
who were lineally defcended frotn David 
the king of Ifrael, there was a poor man^ 
whofe name was Jofeph, and whofe pccu* 
pation was that of a carpenter* This man^ 
in order to be taxed, went up from the 
city of Nazareth, in the province of Ga* 
lilee, where he then refided, into Judea, 
to the city of David, or, as it was com** 
monly called, Bethlehem, Mary his e* 
fpouled wife, who was then in a ftate of 
pregnancy, accompanied him in this jour^ 
ney. And it fo happened, that while they 
were there^ the days were accomplijhed that 
/he Jhould be delivered. And Jhe brought 
forth her firjl bom fon, and wrapped km 
in /waddling clothes^ and laid him in a 
manger^ becaufe there was m room/or them 
in the inn. This Ion of Mary, though ! 
born in humiliating circumllances, is the 
SaV!tour of the world* This is he whofe 

B 2 nativity 
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On the Nativity of Chrifi* 

nativity now animates the devotions of 
the chriftian church. 

With a little attention we may per-^ 
ceive, that in the birth of Chrift, there was 
a perfeft conformity to the general con- 
duft of God in carrying on the glorious 
work of redemption. In what way foever 
the God of wifdom chufes to accomplifh 
his purpofes of mercy, there is always 
fomething in their fulfilment evidently lu- 
pernatural. It was promifed to Abraham,, 
that in him all the families of the earth 
fhould be *blefled. By this promife the 
Divine Being meant that the Redeemer of 
the world fliould be numbered amongfl 
Abraham’s pofterity. But Ifaac, from 
whom alfo Chrift was to defeend, was not 
bom till both Abraham and Sarah were 
fo far advanced in years, that, according 
to the courie of nature, it was impolfible 
for them to have children. Ifaac might 
have been born long before. But God 
had determined to difplay the efiicacy of 
his own power: and therefore he defehred 

• Gen, xii. 5. 
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On the Nativity of Chrijl. 

this event, till Abraham Was about an 

hundred years old, and till it ceafed to be _ * 

with Sarah after the manner of women. 

Thus alfo God chofe that the deliverance 
of his people Ifrael from their egyptian 
bondage ftiould appear to be, what it real¬ 
ly was, the work of an almighty hand. 

When the dreadful plagues were poured 
out upon Egypt, the magicians foon found 
their enchantments fail, and were con- 
ftrained to fay. This is the finger of*God. 

The march of the Jews through the wil- 
dernefs likewife, and their fetdement in 
the land of Canaan, were almoft one con¬ 
tinued manifeftation of fupematural pow¬ 
er and goodnefs. At the Red Sea they 
were faved, and their enemies deftroyed. 

In the wilderncfs, manna defcended from 
heaven to feed them, and water flowed 
from the rock to give them drink. Their 
feet did not fwell during a journey of forty 
years; neither did their clothes wax old 
upon them. And they were enabled to 
drive out nations greater and mightier 

*£x.vm. >9. 
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than 
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On the Nativity of Chri/t^ 

s.ERM. themfelves, and to poffefs a lan4 
flowing with milk and honey. In all thefc 
things the Deity appears. And loyg after 
thefe times, his power was equally evi¬ 
dent, in the introduftion of the gofpel inr 
to the world. As the author of chriftia- 
nity aimed at nothing fliort of overturning 
the general maxims and cuftoms of man¬ 
kind, and of rooting out the ftrongeft pre¬ 
judices of the human heart, one would 
naturally expeft to find, that he had 
chofen for his apoltles men of eminence 
and authority. Whereas he lelefted the 
greater part of them from among the 
jneaneft orders of men, and pitched upon 
fucli as, in the eye of human reafon, were 
the rnofl unlikely to accomplifh his inten¬ 
tions, The gofpel, that invaluable trea- 
fure, was depolited in earthen vejfels, that 
as St. Paul faith, the excellency of the power 
vdofd be of God, and not of ^man. Even 
to this day, the gofpel is the power of God, 
iira .0 falvation. It frequently triumphs 
o^’cr the prejudices of men; engages them 

* 2 Cor, iv, 7. 
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to renounce their moft prevailing fins ; sjer^ 
lays them proftrate at the Redeemer’s feet; v,, 
and facets in them fuch a vigorous ten¬ 
dency to holinefs, as will maintain its 
ground, at the hazard, or even at the cer¬ 
tain expence of every earthly enjoyment 
which is valuable and dear. Thefe are 
not the produftions of mere human litera¬ 
ture, or 2d)ilities, or eloquence. It has 
fometimes been feen that the moft im¬ 
moral and profligate charafters have been 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
while others, who appeared to be not far 
from the kingdom of God, have continued 
under an awful veil of blindnefs. God 
hath determined that in the whole work 
of human redemption his own power lhall 
appear. Therefore, that the birth of Je- 
fus Chrift might.be conformable to the 
general plan of the divine proceedings, it 
feems to have been highly expedient that 
there ftiould be fomething in it fupernatu- 
ral. Indeed, that a woman fliould bring 
forth a child, has nothing, in it remarka¬ 
ble ; but, that a virgin ftiould conceive, 

B 4 and 
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SERM. jmd Ijgar a fon, is contrary to the efta-^ 
V>' / ' " ^ bliflied courfe of nature; and proves to us 
that the blelTed infant was forme^ in the 
womb, by the power of the Almighty, 
This uncommon and fupernatural event is 
both worthy of God, and perfeftly con¬ 
formable to the whole fyftem of the 
gofpel. 

It is not unworthy of recolleftion, that 
in the Saviour s nativity there was alfo a 
fuitablenefs to the peculiar defign of his 
coming into the world, inasmuch as he 
was the Jiifl born fon. In the patriarchal 
ages of the world, the condition of the 
firft born was fuperior to that of his bre¬ 
thren. He was generally the prieft of the 
family, and was heir to his father’s dig¬ 
nity and authority, and to a double por¬ 
tion of his property. In the early part of 
the jewilh government, the firft child 
which every ^voman brought forth, if it 
proved a male, was, at the command of 

God, fokmnlv devoted to him. After- 

# 

wards, the tribe of Levi was confecrated 
to God, inftead of the firft born fons of 

the 
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the whole race of Ifrael. It is written, SERMI 
The Levites are wholly given unto mefrom \ 
amongfi the children of Ifrael^ injiead of 
fuch as open every womb, even inJlead of 
the jirfl born of all the children of Ifrael^ 
have I taken them unto me. For all the 
firjl born of the children of Ifrael are mine, 
both man and beajl: in the day that Ifmote 
every Jirfl born in the land of Egypt, I fane-* 
tified them Jor myfelf And 1 have taken 
the Levitesfor all the firjl bom of the chil¬ 
dren of * Ifrael, Thus the Levites were 
appointed to be the reprefentatives of the 
elder fons of all the twelve tribes. Jefus 
Chrift therefore, being the firft bom fonof 
Mary, was virtually, in the eftimation of 
the jewifti law, a perfon peculiarly devoted 
to God. And in this circumftance there 
was a kind of fuitablenefs to the great end 

for which he became incarnate. 

{ * 

The Redeemer did not come into the 
world to engage in the government of em¬ 
pires, nor to intermeddle in the policy of 

J Num, viii. 17, i8i 
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^ERM. nations. At his coming, he found civil 

I .—^—f government exifting under different forms; 
mid when he quitted the world,,he left 
thofe different forms of government as 
he found them. - He taught his difciples 
confeientioufly to obey their civil rulers ; 
and he furnifhed the world with a fyftem 
of doftrine, which might infufe a purer 
morality into the various modes of legifla- 
tion: but, to be a minifter of worldly po¬ 
licy, was beneath the dignity, and beneath 
the notice of the Saviour of mankind. He 
was indeed a king; but his kingdom was 
not of this world .—Neither did he enter 
upon the ftage of life, with any intention 
to aft in the bufy feenes of trade. Indufr 
try and commerce he did not defpife : but 
greater and more important obje6b enr 
groffed his attention.—Much lefs did he 
make his appearance on the eaxth as the 
flave of fenfual pleafure and diflipation. 
Thefe he difcountenanced- by his own ex^ 
rmplary conduft: and he hath fhowo in 
his gofpel, how unfuitable they are to the 
chriflian charafter. He came into the 

world 
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world that he might devote his whole life 
to the fervice of God, and the falyation 
ofliis people. It is written of him. When 
he cometh into the world he faith. Sacrifice 
and offering thou wouldejl not, but a body 
haft thou prepared me: in burnt offerings^ 
andfacrifices forfin thou haft had no pka^. 
fare: then faid I, Lolcome, in the volume 
of the book it is written of me, to do thy will 
^0 God, From his moft early infancy his 
thoughts and affeftions were fixed on the 
things which are above. In due time he 
aflumed the office of a public teacher of 
religion. This office he executed with 
wifdom, and fidelity, and zeal. He re¬ 
proved the fins of the people; he heale4 
their difeafes; he tore off the malk of the 
hypocrite, he removed the fears of the? 
penitent; and laid a fure foundation for 
human hope. He took upon him the 
piiclthood, not that he might offer in fa- 
crifice bulls, or flicep, or goats; for it is 
jmpoirible that the blood of fuch creatures 

* Ilcb. X. 5, 6 , 7, 
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SERM. {hould take away fin: but that he might 
—» offer up himfef as a viftim to the righte¬ 
ous vengeance of God, for the fins*^ of the 
world. Agreeably to this remark, it is 
faid, Now once in the end of the worlds hath 
he appeared, to put away Jin by the facrijice 
cf*himfelf —^And by becoming man, he 
qualified himfelf allb for the fupremc go¬ 
vernment of the chriftian church. We are 
informed by the facrcd writert that, God 
hath appointed his Son heir of all things, by 
whom alfo he made the worlds. Who, being 
the hrigktnefs of his glory, and the exprefs 
image of his perfon, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he 
had by himfelf purged our fins, fat down 
on the right hand of the Majcjly on high: 
being made fo much better than the angels, 
as he hath by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they. In our nature 
he now fits on the throne of his glory; 
and exercifes fiich a government over the 
confciences of his difciples as it is their 

Hci'. i. 2, 3, 4. 

happinefs 
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On the Nuttwity of Chaifi. 

happinefs to obey. The very circum- s 
fiance of his being the firft born fon, feems 
to be ejnblematical of his being the teacher, 
and the prieft, and the governor of his 
people. 

I REMARK further, that the manner 
and circumftances of the birth of Chrift 
were contrary to all human expeftation. 
The preparations which were made by di¬ 
vine providence for the advent of the 
Lord MelTiah were great and folemn. The 
promifes of his coming had for four thou- 
fand years fuftained the faith, and ani¬ 
mated the hopes of good men. For many 
ages, when the jewilh nation had fallen 
into any deep calamity, their finking fpi- 
rits could not be more fpeedily nor more 
cft'eftually roufed, than by renewing the 
promife of his advent and kingdom. The 
prophets clothed their prediftions con¬ 
cerning the Redeemer of Ifrael in all the 
pomp of language. The 'fubjcfl; on 
which they treated infufed the utmoft 
grandeur and fublimity into their thoughts 
and exprelfions. They defcribc his cha- 

ra6lcr 
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SERM, rafter as the Mighty God, the Ever-* 
J' LASTING Father, the Prince 

Peace. They teach us that Of ihe in^ 
creafe of his government and peace there 
fhall be no *end, Yea^ all kings Jhall Jail 
down before him ; all nations fiall ferve 
him. His nameJhall endure Jor ever ; hu 
name Jhall be continued as long as ihe fun^ 
and men fiall be blefed in him ; all nations 
Jhall call him '\blefed. When the time of 
the Redeemer’s birth drew near, devout 
men were anxioufly waiting for the Confo- 
lation of Ifrael. At length a ftar appears 
in the call to inform the wife men that 
God was become incarnate. An angel 
communicates the joyful tidings to the 
fhepherds. The hofls of heaven unite in 
proclaiming the honours of the Prince of 
Peace. Herod trembles on his throne; 
and all Jerufalem is troubled. Such fplen- 
did and folemu tokens of the Meffiah’s ap¬ 
pearance raife our expeftations high. With 
eagernefs we enquire. Who ? Where is he 

* Ifjiiah ix. 6,7, + Pf, Kxii. n, 17. 
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that is born king of the Jews? What SE 
jrnagnificent palace contains the Lord of v— 
glory ? , Where Hands his throne?—Chrif- 
tians; look into yonder liable. That is 
the palace of your God. The manger is 
his throne; Twaddling clothes are his robes 
of Hate; and poverty and meannefs are 
his attendants. Well might the apoHle 
fay. Hath not God made foolijh the wifdom 
of this world? Yes, he hath. He has ab- 
forbed and confounded our ideas in the 
myHerious depths ofhisownconduft. The 
incarnate Saviour poffefles real glory: but 
it is not of that kind which fafcinates and 
charms the fenfual eye: it is a glory, 7 iot 
of this world. 

But this is not the only inllance in 
which the expeftations of men are difap- 
pointed. The Redeemer of finners Hill 
loves to dwell, where human vanity dif- 
dains to make its appearance. The pro- 
felfion of cliriHianity is become general in 
all the nations of Europe, fo that almoH 
every body now calls himfclf a chriHian, 
And thofc who have not accufloiiied them- 
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SERM. felves to look further than the furface of 
—* things, readily conclude that all fuch as 
profefs to have received the gafpef of 
Chrift, are undoubtedly in the way which 
leads to eternal life. But if we expeft to 
find the fpiritual prefence of Chrift amongft 
the many, we are fadly deceived. Not 
every one who faith unto him. Lord, Lord, 
Jliall enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Hence in the gofpel he fays, Enter ye in 
at thejlrait gate, for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way which leadeth to dejlruc- 
iion, and many there be who go in thereat: 
becaujeJlrait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be xvhofind ^'it. True godlinefs hath her 
friends: but they are a fele6l company, 
whofe hearts God hath touched, and who 
are generally difregarded by the world, 
and often treated with contempt. 

To be more particular on this head: it 
is by no means unfrequently fuppofed that 
men of wifdom, of good natural abilities, 

* Matt, vii. 13, 14. 
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and of education, are likely to be the beft 
>Nchriftians in this world, and to enjoy the 
largeft«fliare of glory in the next. The 
accomplifliments of the mind ought not 
indeed to be defpifed. If they be culti¬ 
vated with a view to the gloty of God, 
they are truly Valuable. But men of great 
abilities are not always the moft eminent 
for piety. In faft, till they receive fuch 
inftruftion as the world cannot give, they, 
as well as others, are, in all fpiritual 
things, totally ignorant and blind. The 
Divine Being is often honoured by chriC- 
tians of a rough unpolifhed caft, more than 
by the fons of the prophets, or the difci* 
pies of the wife. Sometimes the unlet¬ 
tered man hath been enabled to underftand 
the bible, while the votaries of human fci- 
ence have continued in midnight darknels. 
Jefus Chritt faith, I thank ihee^ 0 Father^ 
Lord of heaven and earthy becaufe thou haft 
hidden thefe things from the wife and prU’- 
4enty and hajl revealed them unto *babes. 
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SERM^ In things which relate to our eternal hap^- 
V—pinefs^ God ufually condufis himfelf in a 
manner that is contrary to the ^xpdia- 
tions of worldly wifdom. So different was 
the appearance of Chrift from what the 
Jews expefted it to be, that when he ap¬ 
peared, they treated him with contempt. 
Ne came uvto his own; and his own re* 
caved him *noL —My chriftian brethren, 
let us be humble. Let us remember that 
the foolijhnejs of God is wifer than men. 

In fine, it is obfcrvable that the Son 
of God preferred a life of poverty to a 
ftate of affluence and eafe. He was born 
in a ftable, and nurfed in a manger, be- 
caufe there was no room for him in the 
inn. If his parents had been perfons of 
fortune and rank, fuitable accommoda¬ 
tions, no doubt, would have been found 
for them in preference to many others. 
But poverty and inconvenience go hand 
in hand. Jofeph and Mary were poor, 
and confequently were obliged to fubmii 

* John i. <*- 
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to the inconveniences attendant on their SERM, 
condition in life. But why this diftrefs ? v 
Could, the whole world not provide a pa¬ 
lace for their King and God? Could they 
furnifh no guards to attend his perfon, 
nor heralds to proclaim his glory ? Alas! 
the higheft honours of this world were in¬ 
adequate to his .true dignity, and utterly 
unworthy of his notice. The world and all 
its treafures belonged to him as the Lord 
of univerfal nature: but he voluntarily 
embraced a ftate of poverty, in preference 
to all thofc honourable diftinftions, to 
which he had the ftrongeft claim. 

In this, as alfo in other parts of his con- 
duft, he hath clearly fliown that, in his 
ellimation, worldly honours, and fortune, 
and rank, are things of fmall value. The 
evidences of this truth are plain and irre^ 
liftible. Some of the richeft and moft 
fruitful parts of the earth are given to thofc 
tribes of men which rebel againft the Su¬ 
preme Majefty of heaven, and worfhip 
idols of their own workmanfliip and in- 
\Tiition. Mahometans and Moors are re^ 
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veiling in all the profufions and luxuries 
of nature; while fome nations who fervc 
the living God, are obliged to earn thdlr 
temporal enjoyments by inceflant labour 
and fatigue, Thefe however, can boaft 
of diviner treafurcs, and of more durable 
felicity. The compaflionate Saviour, in 
granting to them his gofpel, hath opened 
for them a fountain of happinels which can 
never be dried up.—^And if we look into 
thofe countries where chriftianity is com¬ 
monly profeffed, we may, without much 
difficulty, perceive that genuine piety is 
mollly found amongft the middling and 
lower clafTes of men. When we enter the 
manfions of the great, we fometiincs fee 
politenefs, and wit, and tafte, and genius, 
in their moft cultivated ftate: but if we 
expeft to find there much of the true fpi- 
rit and power of religion, we grofsly mif- 
take. St. Paul faith, Not many wife men 
after the fejh, not many mighty, not many 
noble arc * called. It is true, fome of the 

* I Cor. i. 1 ^ 1 . 
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rich and honourable ones of the earth are 
‘made to know and feel ih6 happy influ- 
ence of the gofpel. But ufually if we wifh 
to trace the footfteps of the Redeemer, 
we muft feareh for them in the humbler 
walks of human life. The apoftle James 
fay«. Hath not God chofen the poor of this . 
worldy rich in faithy and heirs of the king¬ 
dom xvhich he hath promifed to them who 
love \him ? The Saviour might have been 
born in circumftances of eafe and fplendor, 
and might have adorned both himfelf and 
his people with all the glittering orna¬ 
ments of wealth : but both for himfelf and 
for them he chofe a ftate, which, having 
lefs power to attach them to this world, 
might be more conducive to tliejr prepara¬ 
tion for the world to come. 

Let us, my brethren, defeend to day 
from the towering pinnacles of pride. Let 
us enter into the ftable, and fix our eyes 
upon the manger which contains the young 
Redeemer. True faith will penetrate thro* 


• James ii, 5. 
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the veil of his poverty, and difcovcr in him 
real dignity and glory. Though poor, 
is poffeffor of all the ftores of nature. Tho* 
a hclplefs infant, he is the everliving God. 
If you would fhare in his falvation, you 
muft become like him. You have heard 
that he made his appearance in the world, 
in a manner which confounded the wif- 
dom and the expeflations of mankind; 
And you, if you would be the children of 
God, muft renounce the general maxims 
of the world; you muft meet with firm- 
nefs it s ridicule and contempt; and muft 
go fo rth unto Jefus without the camp, bear* 
ing his * reproach. You muft become 
poor in fpirit. You muft be made willing 
to facrifice your ambition, and pleafure, 
and cafe, and reputation, and even to be¬ 
come, in the opinion of the world, fools 
for his fake. However plain and poor 
his church may be, it is your glory to 
enter into it. and hoM^ever his gofpel may 
be defpifed, it is your happinefs to em¬ 
brace it. O then, renounce all depend- 


Hc'. xiii. 13. 
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iince on your merits and your duties. Sa- ^ E R M. 

'<rHice your fins. Give up every thing v. /-j 

which would prevent your falvation. Prof- 
tratc yourfeives in the duft before the Son 
of Mary, and, like the apoftle, count all 
things but lofs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrijl Jefus our Lord. 

Remember, I befeech you, the grand 
intention of the Lord Jefus in taking upon 
him our nature. He (looped thus low, that 
he might raife us to the poflbffion of life, 
and immortality, and glory. He was made 
of a woman made under the law, that he 
might become obedient, even unto death, 
for our redemption. Take then the en¬ 
couragement which his condefeending 
love affords. Though you fee yourfeives to 
be vile, and guilty, and unworthy of even 
the fmalleft notice, yet be not too much 
call down. He will not rejeft your pe¬ 
titions for mercy; for he waits to be gra¬ 
cious. Ye who are fenfible that you 
are in yourfeives fpiritually poor, and 
wretched, and miferable, and blind, and 

naked. 
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s E RM. naked, behold the Larnb of God^ who taketh 
' * away the Jins of the world. See his tabl^. 
covered with the emblems and pledges of 
falvation. He invites, he bids you come. 
Approach then, ye welcome guefts, com¬ 
memorate his redeeming love, receive the 
bleffings which his bounty hath prepared, 
wipe away ypur tears, and rejoice iri bint 
for ever. 


SERMON 



SERMON II. 

On the Design of the Saviour’s In¬ 
carnation. 


(Chriftmas Day.) 


2 Corinthians viii. 9. 


Ye know the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrijt^ 
that though he was rich, yet for your 
fakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich. 


O NE of the leading features of the serm, 
gofpel is mercy. And by this it is 
remarkably diftinguiflied from the cove¬ 
nant of works which God originally made 
with man. The law promifes life to none 
but the perfeftly good and righteous. It 
admits of jio defective obedience, however 

fincere. 
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s E R M. fincere. It makes no provifion for the re- 
'——* ftoration of finners to forfeited happinefs. 
It dooms every tranfgreffor to cndkfs ruin. 
But the gofpel thunders out it*s anathe¬ 
mas againll none but the man who ftiib* 
bornly rejefts the only Saviour. It is ad- 
dreffed to mankind in the exprefs charafter 
of linners; and it difcovers to them an 
unbounded treafure of mercy. It pro¬ 
claims a free pardon to the guilty of every 
defcription, who are willing to be faved. 
It adminillers confolation to the wretched, 
pours the healing balm of a Saviour’s blood 
into the wounded confcience, and leads 
the repenting finner to the full pofleflion 
of eternal life. 

This fubjefil, it is true, is only an in¬ 
cidental one in the chapter before us. 
The objeft which St. Paul had more im¬ 
mediately in view was, to excite in the 
Corinthian church a generous zealinadmi- 
niftering relief to the poor faints at Jerufa- 
Icm. He wifhed them to abound in libe¬ 
rality, becaufe it is one of the nobleft 
ornaments of the chriftian profeffion. But, 

while 
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whik dwelling on this topic, he could not * M- 
introducing that which was his moft ^ 
conftanfc and moft delightful theme, the 
companion and grace of the Redeemer. 

Indeed it was very natural and proper for 
him fo to do. Nothing can more effec¬ 
tually roufe good men to generous aftion 
than fetting before them the glorious ex¬ 
ample of the Son of God. Ye know, faith 
the apoftle ; the grace, of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, that though he was rich, yet for 
your fakes he become poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich. God grant that 
while we now contemplate this wonderful 
difplay of grace, we may truly feel it*s 
blefled influence! 

The facred writer affirms that our Lord 
Jefus Chrift was rich. He fpeaks in what 
grammarians call the paft tenfe, not to fill 
our minds with a fuppofition that Chrift, 
after his incarnation, poffeffed no real 
dignity, but merely to comply with the 
cuftomary rules of language. The Saviour 
is rich. Fields and meadows with their 
various produ&ions, every beajl of the 

forejl, 
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IX. ’ the cattle upon a thoufand hills, 

' the fowls of the Tnountains, and the v^itd 
beajls of the field, are his. The fplendid 
inanfions of the earth are parts of his in¬ 
heritance. The lordly poflcflbrs of them 
are only tenants at will. Their houfes, 
and landsj and wealth, and pleafures, and 
honours, muft all be furrendered up at his 
command, “ The gorgeous palaces, the 
“ folemn temples, the great globe itfelf, 
'* yea, all which it inherit” belong to him. 
But why do I fpeak of this globe ? At his 
command funs blaze, and thoufands of 
planets move in their appointed courfes. 
And yet even this is but a fmall thing in 
his account. He need only fpeak the 
word, and numberlefs myriads of worlds 
fhall leap into exiftence in the twinkling 
cf an eye, and do homage to him as their 
rightful Lord. 

Ai l the treafnres of the rational crea¬ 
tion are his. The minds, the wills, the 
affeftions, and the fervices, of angels and 
of men innumerable are in the long cata¬ 
logue of his poflelTions, and are devoted to 

his 
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pleafure. In heaven, both human and angc- ^ ^ R M. 
Jic beings tune their melodious harps to his '—,1—f 
pr^e. And his fervice and his approba¬ 
tion conftitute their foie felicity. Upon 
earth, there cannot be found a real chrif- 
tian, who would willingly and deliberately 
chcrifli an unhallowed propenfity in his 
bofom, or harbour even one thought that 
is unplealing to the Son of God. His fer- 
vants, notwithftanding their manifold in¬ 
firmities, would chearfully facrifice for his 
fake their greateft and beft, yea, all their 
temporal enjoyments. Even the bad paf- 
fions of men and devils are fubjefl: to his 
awful controul. He can fay to them, 

Hither to Jhall ye come, hut no farther. He 
can defeat their counfels, render their rage 
againft himfclf and his people ineffeftual, 
and overrule their wickednefs fo as to 
make it fubfervient to the accomplifhment 
of his own intentions. 

But he rifes ftill higher in dignity. He 
poflelfes that, to which all that I have 
mentioned are but the natural appendages. 

In him dwells all thefulnefs of the Godhead. 

Power 
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SE^RM. Power, wifdom, holinefs, juftice, good- 

nefs, truth, infinity, eternity, and all otljf^ 

_ * 

perfeftions of Supreme Deity, are efl’en- 
tial to his very exiftence.—But in contem¬ 
plations of this fort, the human mind feels 
forcibly it’s own infignificance. The riches 
and magnificence of Chrift are fuch as 
beggar defcription, and put all finite com- 
prehenfion to a ftand. 

Yet the glorious jefus, fo abundant in 
riches, became poor. He laid a fide the 
honours which were his due, and came 
down from the abodes of blefledneis, to 
take upon him our nature. Though, be¬ 
ing in the form of God^ he thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God ; yet he made 
himfclf of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a fervant, and was made in 
the likenefs of^men. It w’ould have been 
an aft of grc jt humiliation in him to af- 
fume the angelic nature. But he (looped 
yet lower. He took not on him the nature 
f angels ; but he took on him the feed of 

• Phillip, ii. 6, 7. 
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* Abraham, And even the human nature ^ ^ rM. 
he did not aflume, in what the world '—,—^ 
would call its moft delightful form: he 
took it in it s moft abje£l ftate. Born of 
poor parents, he could boaft of none of 
the advantages which belong to the fupe- 
rior ftations of life. He apparently fpcnt 
his childhood and youth in dull oblcurity. 

When arrived at manhood, he not only 
was a ftranger to luxurious elegance and 
eafe; but atlually pojfejjcd months aj vanu 
ty; and wearifome nights were appointed 
to him. Toil, and fatigue, and want, 
were his conftant companions. His ftate 
of life, in refpcQ to accommodation, was 
inferior to that of the fowls which fly in 
the air, or to that of the beafts which pc- 
rifli. The foxes had holes, and the birds oj 
the air had nejls; bid the Son of man had 
not where to lay his '\head. When called 
upon to pay tribute, he could not raile the 
neceftary fum, but at the expence of a mi¬ 
racle. And indeed, be w’as generally fup- 

• Hcb. ii. 16. + Luke ix. 58. 
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ported by the charitable contributions of 
fome of his followers. In the world^t^ 
large he found no fympathy. The feel¬ 
ings of a perfon ftruggHng with poverty 
and hardfliip arc relieved, when Jiis cir- 
cumftances excite the compaflion, and his 
conduft conciliates the good will of others. 
But to this relief the Son of God was, for 
the moft part, a flrangcr. He poffeffed 
very little of the efteem, or even the pity 
of mankind. His unfpeakable excellencies 
they beheld, and wondered at, and de- 
fpifed. By the greater part of them he 
was treated with illiberal fcorn, and pointed 
indignation. The invenomed fhafts of ma* 
lice were levelled at him, alinoft wliere- 
ever he went. His unafTefted piety and 
all the other Ihining graces of his charac¬ 
ter could not fcreeii him. On the con¬ 
trary, they were even the means of hurry¬ 
ing him to a cruel and ignominious end. 
He was nnvibered with ^tranfgrejfors, and 
condemned, and executed, as a wretch 

* luiah liil. 12, 
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too vile to be endured. \ And in hislaft SE^RM. 
d^ieadful conflift, while finders mocked '— 
his thirft, the cup of divine cbnfolation 
w'as witholden. Heaven afforded not one 
fmile to foothe his bleeding anguifh. He 
was poor indeed ! 

But what could plunge the God of na¬ 
ture into fuch depths of humiliation? 

Could unforefeen or inevitable misfortune 
deprive him of his pofleffions and ho¬ 
nours ? No. He is not fubjeft to mis¬ 
fortune or difappointment. It was his 
own voluntary aft. It was an aft of grace. 

The apoftlc faith. Ye know the GRACE of 
our Lord Jefus Chriji, He was under no 
natural obligation to floop fo low, or to 
do any thing at all, for the redemption of 
his guilty creatures. He left offending 
angels without the moft diftant profpeft of 
happineCs or pardon : and he might have 
juftly left the whole human race to reap 
eternally the bitter fruits of guilt. There 
is nothing whatever in the principles, dif- 
pofitions, or conduft of men, which can 
poffibly deferve the notice of God, much 

D lels 
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s E^R M. lefs deferve fo great a mercy as that Chrift 
f fhould become a poor outcafl: for th^ 
^ fajces. The Saviours humiliatiort flows 
from a fountain of pure grace: it is an ef- 
fufion of unmerited favour. The dcfign 
of Chrift in it was truly benevolent. He 
became poor^ that ye, my chriftian bre- 
thren, through his poverty might be rich, 

I CANNOT help obferving here, by the 
way, what a goodly profpeft this fubjeft 
opens to them who are poor and low in 
the world. Neceflltated to labour hard, 
in order to obtain their Icanty pittance, 
perhaps they labour too under the appre- 
henfion that the exalted bleffings of reli¬ 
gion are beyond their reach. But they 
peed not imagine that their poverty ex¬ 
cludes them from the Redeemer s notice. 
They are placed in low fituations; but 
Jefus Chrift hath ftooped quite as low. 
He became a poor man, and experienced 
all their miferics and wants, on purpofc 
that fuch of them as truly feek his blelTing 
might have hope, on purpofc that they 
might potfefs cverlafting treafures. 


But 
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But whatever diftinftion of outward SE^RM* 
rircumftances may have obtained amongft v,.., 
men, Jret, in a fpiritual view, we are all 
by nature wretched^ and mifsrabU, and 
poor^ and blinds and naked. We may 
poffefs what is called moral virtue, we may 
enjoy health, friendfliip, learning, refpefl, 
and a variety of things befide; yet, in the 
midft of all our poffeffions, we are, in the 
eye of God, poor miferable creatures* 

We are deftitute of real religion, and of 
all it’s happy fruits and confequences. We 
poffefs no righteoufnefs that can give us a 
clear title to felicity. Shapen in iniquity 
and conceived in Jin^ we naturally have no 
love to God, no confidence in his word, 
nor conformity to his will. In faft, we 
are, from the firft moment of our exift- 
ence, prone to tranfgreffion. And our 
beft duties, however well performed, can¬ 
not by any means atone for our pall cri¬ 
minality. But, our beft duties, what are 
they? The prophet faith. All our righte- 
cujhejfes areas filthy *rags. We have need 

* Ifaiah Ixir. 6. 
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to mourn over the imperfeftions of our 
..1-^ repentance itfelf, and to pray that ou«^ 
tears may be cleanfed from impurity in 
the blood of Jefus. Now as finners, we 
have no true peace, either witli God, or 
in our own fouls. We cannot enjoy com¬ 
munion with him ; nor feel the pleafures 
which arife from evidence of an intereft 
in his favour. A¥e have no claim to the 
peculiar care of divine providence here, 
nor well grounded expeftations of blelTed- 
nefs hereafter. To fum up the whole of 
our fpiritual poverty in a word, we are 
naturally without CkriJlj aliens from the 
commonwealth of Ifrael, f rangers to the 
covenants of promife, without hope, and 
without God ill the ^world. 

From fuch an abjefl. ftate however, 
Jefus Chrifl came down from heaven to 
deliver us. Ke placed himlelf in circum- 
flances of po\erty and milery, that, by 
bringing us to the knowledge of .God, he 
might make us pofleffors of every privk 

Kph. ii, 12, 
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lege and blefling which is calculated to 
.render us perfeftly happy. The difciples 
of Ch^ill may appear to the world as hav¬ 
ing nothing, and yet they poJJ'efs all things. 
For it is faid to them in the fcripture, All 
things are yours, and ye are Chrijl's, and 
Chriji is * God's, 

Jesus Christ, by his humiliation, hath 
obtained for his people the abfolute grant 
of a full and gracious remiffion of all their 
guilt. As by nature they are finners, the 
righteous law of God hath pronounced 
them guilty, and paffed upon them the 
fentence of eternal death. And their own 
conlcicnces bear teflimony to the juftnefs 

of their (loom. But as Chrift became their 

* 

furely, and paid their debt, God hath 
given them a full difeharge. The law 
docs not condemn them now; nor does 
juflice require their punifhment. Satan 
may accufe them, and the world may re¬ 
proach them with their part Gns, and their 
prefent infirmities: but, in anfwer to fuch 
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SB^RM« aceufations ^nd reproaches, they can 
^— J—f plead, not their innocence, but a frejt 
pardon through the blood of Jefus.* And 
when at any time they are overtaken in a 
fault, (for there is not & jujl man upon 
earth that doeth good, and finneth not,) 
they may again have free accefs to the 
mercy feat. I fpeak this, not as a licence 
to commit Jin that grace may abound, but 
rather as an encouragement to thofe, who, 
having fallen into temptation, are bowed 
down under a renewed fenfe of guilt. The 
true chriftian abhors iniquity, and, if he 
have backflidden from God, he knows 
how much it has colt him to regain liis 
former peace. But Chrift humbled him- 
felf even to death, that backfliders who 
are feeking for mercy, may find it. His 
blood cleanfethfrom all ^fn. 

The humiliation of Chrift is produc¬ 
tive, not only of an exemption from the 
penalties of the covenant of works, but 
alfo of a complete title to eternal felicity. 


^ I John i, 7. 


The 
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The law of God can admit no claim to its 
rewards, but what is founded on perfeft w 
obedience to it’s precepts. Confequently, 
as we have all finned^ and come Jhort of the 
glory oj God, we can advance no legal 
claim whatever. But Chrift our Supreme 
Lord and Lawgiver became fubjefl: to the 
law, that in our nature, and in our behalf^ 
he might yield the moft perfe6l obedience 
to all it’s demands. He hath wrought out 
for us a complete righteoufnefs. And, as 
our guilt was imputed to him, fo his 
righteoufnefs is placed to the account of 
every fincere believer. Hence St. Paul 
I’aith, By ike obedience of one Jltall many 
be made '^righteous ; and in another place, 
God hath made him who knew no fin, to 
be fin for us, that we might be made the 
righteoufnefs of God in '\him. It is on ac¬ 
count of this righteoufnefs, and this alone, 
that finners now find acceptance with God. 
And the hope which is built on this foun- 
ilation ftands firm, and can never be over¬ 
thrown. 

* Homans v 19. + 2 Cor. iii. 14. 
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Closbly connetied with remiffion and 
juftification is communion with God. 
While man continued in innocence, fie 
enjoyed the moft delightful intercourl’e 
with his Maker. When he finned, he was 
driven out from Paradife, that he might 
know that God is of purer eya than to 
tolerate iniquity in his prcfencc. And 
though, after mans fall, it plealed God to 
give the proinife of a Redeemer, yet, ex¬ 
cept to a few wbofc faith was more than 
commonly penetrating, the manifeflation.s 
of grace w^ere, for many ages, fai liom 
being clear. Under the inofaictd (econo¬ 
my, in which the plan of redernpt ion was 
marked out in typical ordinanet's, a veil 
hid the mercy feat from the eyes of the 
people. But that veil is rent: it is done 
away in Chrijt, We may now enter into 
the koliejl by (he blood of Jefus, by a 7 ino 
and living icay which he hath confccrated 
for us through his veil, that is to fay his 
He haul by his humiliation, pro- 

* Ilch. Y. I[). 2C 
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tliroiie of mercy. So that we may now, '_,1—r 

wilhout, reftraint, and without fear, enter 
into the immediate prefence of God. 

Plence, to the real chriflian, the various 
ordinances of religious worfhip are not 
mere ceremonious forms: they are for- 
vices which penetrate his inmoll foul, and 
unite him more clofcly to his heavenly 
Father. Does he feel his utter infuffici- 
ency to do any good thing? Does he con- 
{lid wit^ penverful enemies? Or does he 
groan under an accumulated weight of af- 
fiiclion ? He is enabled to pour out his 
complaints before tlie mercy leat, and to 
repo'e liirnfeif in the bolbin of his God. 

•Docs he labour under emotions oi admira- 


lion and gratitude ? He gives vent to his 
feelings, in expreflions of humble praife. 
When he bows before God, tliough he 
fpeak in broken accents, he fpcaks the 
language of the heart: and often receives 


fuch intimations of the divine favour, 


as 


fill him with a plcafure which is truly fub- 
lime. Sometimes his petitions to God are. 

favoured 
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* favoured with diftinguiftied returns of 
mercy: at one feafon, he obtains clearer 
difcoveries of the glory of Chrift in "the 
work of redemption : at another, he talles 
more largely the fweetnefs of the divine 
promifes: and in fome happy moments of 
his life he is permitted, as from the top of 
fome lofty mountain, to take a view of the 
goodly land of promife. Tliefe are not 
the vifionary dreams of an enthufiaft; they 
arc the real enjoyments of the difciplesand 
friends of ChrilL 

Ha viNG juft mentioned the divine pro« 
mifes, I am led further to obferve that 
Jefus Chrift, by taking upon him our na¬ 
ture, hath procured for us a fpecial inte- 
reft in all the gracious promifes of God. 
True godlinefs hath the promife of the life 
which now is, and of that which is to come. 
But it is in Chrift that the promifes are 
made and confirmed: for we cannot ])oI'- 
fefs a principle of godlinefs till it is im¬ 
parted to us by his Holy Spirit. Accord- 
ingly, it is faid by the apoftle, All ilupro- 

mifes 
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mfes of God in him are yea, and in him serm* 
^amen, unto the glory of God by *us. The v 
Divine ^eing hath, in the bible, merci¬ 
fully promiled to his people every thing 
which a good man can wifti to enjoy. He 
hath promifed pardon to the guilty, inflruc*- 
tion to the ignorant, and ftrength to the 
weak. He hath given to his fervants af- 
furance of a fufficiency of the good 
things of this life. He hath promifed 
to guide their feet in the way of peace. 

He hath engaged to fupport them un¬ 
der their troubles, and to defend them 
againft all their fpiritual enemies. He 
hath declared that he will convert all the 
evils of life into real blcffings. He hath 
pledged himfelf to carry them in fafety 
through the pilgrimage of life ; and to re¬ 
ceive them at laft to himfelf. Thefe pro¬ 
miles, like precious pearls, adorn almoft 
every page of the facred writings. Like 
ripe fruit of the fineft flavour, they invite 
all to tafte their fweetnefs. They are 


* z Cor, i. 20. 
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given to the whole church of God; fo 
that even the pooreft and meaneft of the 
followers of Chrift may claim th^m as his 
own. And they are not words without a 
meaning: for whatever God hath pro- 
mifed, he hath ability, and willingnefs, 
and faithfulnefs alfo to perform. 

Friendship with God, and a peculiar 
intereft in his promifcs and proclamations 
of mercy, arc privileges which ncccflarily 
imply the ponHfion of a godlike temper 
in him who enjoys them. How can two 
walk together, except they be agreed ? No 
two perfons upon earth, one of whom ge¬ 
nerally approves what the other con¬ 
demns, and relifhes what in the other 
excites difguft, can live in tlic habit of 
mutual frienclfliip. Neither can there be 
any a£lua! friendfliip between God and 
man, iinlcfs their ruling tempers and aims 
be alike. The dirpofition and the eha- 
rafter of God are clearly deferibed in his 
word. But they are widely diflerent f rom 
what we naturally find in man. This dif- 
fimilarity makes it evident that, in order 
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to enjoy any interefl in, or intimacy with 
Go^., we muft undergo a thorough reno¬ 
vation of the heart. But, as one view 
which Chrift had in his humiliation was, 
to open for us a door of accefs to God as 
our father and friend ; fo, by making ef- 
fcftual provifion for our fanSification, he 
hath removed every impediment which 
might keep that door fliut againft us. Ho- 
linefs is an eflential part of the falvation 
which he came from heav en to bellow. If 
we are chol'en in him, it is, that we Jhouli 
he holy, and loithout blame before him in 
^love. Chrift gave himfcljfor the church, 
that he might fanBfy and cleanfe it wilk 
the toafhing of water by the xeord. He 
fends his Holy Spirit to convince of fin, 
to difeover the beauty of holinefs, to puri¬ 
fy tlie heart, and to regulate the condutL 
The change which is thus wrought by the 
Spirit of Chrift is fo effcftual, that it over¬ 
powers the natural biafs of the mind, and 
makes them who before were rcgardlefs of 


* Eph. i. 4. and v. 25, 26, 


• God, 
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SE^RM. God, to delire nothing fo much as con- 
—w —• formity to his will, and the enjoymei>t of 
his fmiles. 

But all the chriflians privileges and 
poireflions have refpeft to a future ftate. 
It is not in this world that he is to obtain 
the full accomplilhment of his defires; 
but in a better. He is at prefent a minor, 
for whole immediate wants are granted 
fupplies, fuitablc to the dignity and wealth 
which he is to polTefs, when he comes to 
a more mature age. He is now a pilgrim 
in a ftrange land, where many inconveni¬ 
ences mull be borne : but ere long he will 
arrive at his Father s houle, and take pof- 
felfion of an inheritance which is incor-- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and wdiich fadeth 
not away. Chrill is gone into heaven as 
our forerunner, and in our nature, to pre¬ 
pare a place for our reception. A little 
before his departure from the world he 
faid to his dif iplos, 1 go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go, and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myfclf, that where lam, there ye may 

be 
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be ^alfo. But who can defcribe the blef- s e R m, 
* fedijefe, to which the chriftian is heir ? A ^ 
city, wht>fe foundations and walls are gar* 
nijhed with pearls^ and all manner of pre* 
cions Jlones, whofc guards are angels, 
whofe Jlreets are of pure gold^ in the midft 
of which are the river and the tree of life^ 
and where nothing can enter that defileth or 
workeih f abomination! The fociety of 
juft men made perfeft, communion with 
angels, and the prefence, and the fmiles 
of God! How delightful! how glorious 
is the profpeft ! This profpefl, my chrif¬ 
tian brethren, is yours. The very inten¬ 
tion of Chrift in becoming poor, was, that 
ye through hts poverty might be rich, rich 
in grace here, and in glory hereafter* 

It is not unworthy of notice, that St* 

Paul fpeaks of the doflrine which I have 
now advanced, as a thing univerfally 
known in the chriftian church. Ye know, 
faith he, the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrijt. 

The knowledge of the gofpel was not in- 

* John xiv, 2, 5* f Rev, xxi. 12, &c. 


tended 



On the Defgn of the 

tended to be confined to the minifters of 
God, or to any particular order of itien. 
Religion is a fcience, the elTentiar princi¬ 
ples ol which are fuited to the capacities 
of all. It is a road, in which the wayfar- 
ing man, though a fool, cannot materially 
err. The feriptures lie open to every one. 
Therefore, if any man be ignorant of the 
principles of chriftianity, his ignorance 
mull be wilful and criminal. What then 
mud we think of thofe perfons who, 
though they profefs to be chriftians, are 
incapable of giving any reafonable account 
of the method of falvation, or of the 
ground on which they build their eternal 
hopes, and who turn away from the foun¬ 
tain of lacred knowledge, perhaps with 
difgulL Surely their Hate is dangerous! 
If there be liu:h charafters in this aflcmbly, 
confider, I befcech you, the mifery of 
your condition. If you have no acquaint¬ 
ance witli the gofpel, whatever other 
knowledge you may pofl'efs will avail no¬ 
thing towards your falvation. May God 
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in mercy open your eyes before it be too 
late! 

bu'i'fufler me to exhort you as chriC- 
tians to adore and praife the manifeftations 
of redeeming mercy. We can never think 
too highly or too honourably of the Son 
of God, That he fliould become poor, 
in order to make us eternally rich, is grace 
indeed. O let us give way to the warmell 
emotions of gratitude. Let our Ups in* 
cellantly pour forth his praife. If wc 
have, in any degree, experienced the hap¬ 
py eflbfts of Chrift s humiliation, language 
will ever be deficient in expreffing our 
gratclid feelings ; and our feelings will 
ever fall infinitely fhort of what his grace 
dclerves. 

I'o conclude, I would invite you to the 
imitation of the cnmpaiTionate Saviour. I 
w^ould fay to each of you. Go, and do thou 
I do not call upon you to become 
poor that you may enrich others: but I wilh 
you to give, as a grateful offering to God, 
a part of what he hath bountifully be- 
(lowed upon you. Look around you. 

E Many 
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s Many of your neighbours are perhaps la- 
'—' bouring under the want of thofe comfm*ts 
which you largely enjoy. I'hey -have a 
claim upon your hofpitality. To feed the 
hungry, to clothe the naked, and to af- 
fuage the for rows of the afflitled, when 
done from a proper principle, are ranked 
among the moll fublime chriltian duties. 
May thefe and other works of mercy be 
our employment and our delight, till we 
enter, tliat world where every tear lhall be 
wiped away, and our fouls fhali be wrap¬ 
ped up in the immediate fruition of God! 
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The Treason of Judas. 


(PaHIon Week.) 


Matthew xxvi. 45. 

Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of Alan is betrayed into the hands of 
fnners, 

I T was faid by the prophet Jeremiah, 
that the heart is deccifuL above alt 
things, and defperately wicked. This de¬ 
claration exhibits a very humiliating pic¬ 
ture of human depravity; ncverthelcCs it 
is ftriftly and univerfally true. Every fa¬ 
culty of the fouls of men is polluted with 
lin; and the contagion of the heart has 
broken forth into innumerable aftual vio- 

E 2 lations 
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SERM. lations of the laws of God. Unawed by 
»—the fupremc authority, and the juftice^of 
the Mofl: High, and uhaffeSed his 
goodnefs, men habitually give a loofe to 
finful and deftruftive appetites. Or if they 
aim at any thing that is called virtue, it is 
chiefly at thofe duties which they owe to 
each other, and not at that reverential 
homage which is due to the Supreme 
Being. 

But one of the highefl: points to which 
the finfulnefs of human nature can poflibly 
attain, is to (hew a difregard to him, with¬ 
out whofe mediation we (hould be irreco¬ 
verably loft. By fin the whole pofterity 
of Adam was cxpofed to deftrutlion, but 
the Father of mercies fo loved the xoorld^ 
that he gave his only begotten Son^ that 
xohofoever belie vcth in him Jhould not per ijh, 
but have everlcfing "^life. It might have 
been reafonably fuppofed that when the 
promifed Meffioh (hould come into the 
world, he would be received with joy. 

♦ Jolmiii. i6, 


Sacred 
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Sacred hiftory however informs us that 
rjohen he came to his own they received him 
*?ioL ^He was treated with indignity by 
thofe whom he came to redeem; and then 
clofed his eyes in a tumult of public fcorn. 
The enraged Jews perfecuted him where- 
foever he went, and defired to put him to 
death with all the terrible formalities of 
jullice and law; but the accomplifhment 
of their intentions was fufpended awhile 
by an overruling power, becaufe their 
hour was not yet come. 

Satan in the mean time had a fpy in 
the Redeemer s camp. He ftirred up Ju¬ 
das, one of the twelve, to enter into a co¬ 
venant with the chief priefts, to put the 
Son of man into their power. Jefus Chrift 
having fupped with his difciples, Judas left 
them in order to prepare himfelf for effeft- 
ing his plot, and the bleffed Jefus with the 
other difciples, retired to a garden whi¬ 
ther they had been accuftomed frequently 
to refort, and which was called Gethfc- 
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mane. As foon as they had entered this 
place, Jefus, knowing what was about to 
happen, began to be forrowful and very 
heavy; and he feleSed three of his difci- 
ples to attend him to another part of the 
garden te watch with him, and to pray. 
But important as that hour was, they could 
not keep therafelvcs aw’ake. The Saviour 
was inveloped in the moft awful agony 
and diftrefs. Thrice he roufed his difci- 
ples from llecp, and thrice he fought re¬ 
lief from God in fervent prayer, while the 
drops, or rather the thick clots, of blood 
forced their palfage through the pores of 
his (kin. When he role up from prayer, 
he informed his attendants, by way of re¬ 
proof, that they might then fleep on, and 
take their reft. I'he opportunity of af- 
filling him in his devotions, which he had 
wifhed them to embrace, was now paft. 
The ftorm now blackening around him, 
and there bemg no polTibility of retreat¬ 
ing from it’s fury. Behold, faith he, re¬ 
ferring to the hour of darknefs and of 
divine permiffion. Beholdy the hour is at 

hand. 
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hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands ofjinners. While , he was yet 
I'peakmg, the traitor Judas, who was pre- 
vioufly acquainted with the place of his 
mailers retreat, came with a band of 
armed men, and approaching the Saviour 
with an air of friendlhip, faid, Hail, Maf- 
ter! and gave him a falute. That kifs 
was fatal. It was the fignal by which Je- 
I'us Chrifl was pointed to thofe who were 
to lead him to the Daughter, and was the 
means of plunging the foul of the traitor 
into the loweft hell. This aft of Judas is 
a very confiderable circumftance in the 
palfion of our Lord : it (hall therefore be 
the fubjeft of the prefent difeourfe. 

It is obfervable that by this tranfaftion 
an innocent perfon was delivered up to 
cruelty and oppreffion. The life of Jefus 
Chrilt was, ttriftly fpcaking, a life of piety 
and innocence. As an individual, his foul 
was impreffed with the moll exalted fenti- 
ments of piety towards the Eternal God. 
He was inexpreflibly wife, and humble, 
and holy. Even the prince of darknefs 

E 4 himfelf, 
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himfelf, with all his cunning, could not 
'—/ draw him into the commiffion of any one 
(in. In his relative charafter as a mem¬ 
ber of fociety, he exhibited the focial vir¬ 
tues in all their native dignity and luftre* 
In him every impartial eye might perceive 
the dutiful fon, the peaceable lubje^l:, and 
the fteady and affedionaie friend. As a 
public minifter of religion, he taught no¬ 
thing that was contrary to the inflitutions 
of civil government, or that was inimical 
to the jewifti law. He did not invade the 
rights nor the happinefs of mankind : ho 
was the father and the friend of all. Whi- 
therfoever he went, his only aim was to do 
good. Yet all his piety and goodnefs, in- 
flead of being eftcemed and applauded, 
was, by the treachery of a falle apoftlc, 
delivered up to the barbarous indignation 
of fcornful inen. Had he been a tiaitor 
to his country, or an enemy to mankind 
he would ha\,^ been defervedly an object 
N of public vengeance. But what had he 
done to merit fuch treatment ? Feeding 
the hungry, healing the fick, inftrufting 

the 
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the ignorant, comforting the diftreffed, 
were thefe the crimes of which he might 
be c*on^ifl:cd? Alas! how great mt^ft be the 
guilt of that man, who could devote fuch 
innocence and fuch ufefulnefs to utter de- 
flruftion! 

But innocence and ufefulnefs did not 
fuffer alone in this cafe. The facred laws 
of friendlhip alfo were violated, and her 
authority treated with grofs contempt. 
There is in real friendfhip a certain deli¬ 
cacy or fenfibility which it is difficult to 
defcribc. He whofe foul is capable of fo 
exalted a difpofilion feels every pain which 
his friend fuffers, and would fooner ex- 
pofc himfclf to torture than do him any 
wilful injury. Judas had found this dif- 
polition in Jefus Chrift, and had experi¬ 
enced its happy effefts. Chrift; had fe- 
le6l:cd him from aniongft the multitude, to 
be one of his more intimate companions. 
We muft nccelfarily imagine, that in fuch 
a fituation, he received from Chrift many 
a kind word of inftruftion, and enjoyed 

many a real token of friendfhip and cf- 

teciii. 
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^ teem. Nay, lie had no fmall fhare of 
'—confidence repofed in him ; for he was 
appointed the treafurer of the whofe apof- 
tolical fociety, and conftantly carried the 
purfe. It might juflly have been expefted 
that fuch tendernefs and condefcenfion on 
the part of Chrift would have met a pro¬ 
per return, and that Judas would have 
been ready upon every occafion, to defend 
his Mailer from the rude infults of a con¬ 
temptuous world. But the ungrateful man 
burlls afunder the moll endearing ties of 
friendfliip, betrays the Son of God, and 
bafely expofes liim to opprefllon, and tor¬ 
ture, and death. 

In that hour Jefus Chrifl faw his doc¬ 
trine and his intcrell wounded in the houfe 
of his profell'ed friends. Judas, in this 
part of his conduft, difcoi ers a vile con¬ 
tempt of the whole of Chrift’s undertaking. 
By becoming a difciple of Jefus, he pro- 
felTed to bchv,ve and apjirove his doftrine, 
and cordially to en.brace his falvation; 
and, virtually at Icafl, engaged to pro¬ 
mote his caufe. But though he took upon 

him 
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him a profeffion of chriftianity, he re- s 
mained a total ftranger to that internal 
change of heart, which isabfolutely requi- 
fite to our falvation. He did not know 
that he was a poor perifhing finner: nor 
did he fee his need of Jefus as a Saviour. 
While he continued in this ftate, he could 
not but be an enemy to the truth ; for the 
carnal mind^ as the apoftle faith, is enmity 
againjl God; for it is not fubjed: to the laic 
of God, neither indeed can ^be. There is 
that in the feriptures of truth which is 
difgufting to human pride; and till that 
pride be fubdued, and the heart be filled 
with contrition, no man, whether he be a 
profclfor of religion or not, will ever cor¬ 
dially approve or embrace the gofpel of 
Chrifl. But Judas, though he was an 
enemy to his own beft intereft, and to that 
of all mankind, did not care to avow his 
hatred openly, till he Ihould have an ef- 
feftual opportunity of fmiting the Shep¬ 
herd, and of fcattering the Iheep. As 

• Romans viii, 7, 
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^ ^ however, as a moment that was fa¬ 

vourable to his purpofe prefented itfelf, 
he difcovered that, notwithftanding his 
profeffed attachment to the gofpel of 
Chrift, his inhuman foul was capable of 
treating the Saviour as a vile impoller, 
and of trampling with difdain upon the 
everlafting falvation of the human race. 

This dark defign of Judas was accom- 
plifhcd by means of the moll artful and 
confuminate hypocrify. He had indeed 
acled tlic part of a hypocrite during the 
whole lime of his continuance with Jefus 
Chrifl; but his hypocrify in that adion 
which w-e now contemplate, more particu¬ 
larly attracts our notice. He not only be¬ 
trayed the Son of Man into tlic hands of 
Tinners, but he did it under the inafk of 
afFedionatc regard : he betrayed him with 
a kifs. Perhaps he intended by that falu- 
tation, to exprefs a lecming Ibrrow that 
the officers wT^e about to apprehend his 
raallcT, or to affed a more than ordinary 
attachment to him at that fcafon. Thus 
the beft appearances have {ometimes been 

alfumed. 
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alTumed, in order to cover the moft bafe SERM, 
and treacherous defigns, Hypocrify, '—^ 
wherever it is found, is trul y* deteftable; 
but when it is employed to betray the in¬ 
nocent man, the friend and Saviour of 
mankind, the Lord of heaven and earth, 
even language itfelf becomes utterly inca¬ 
pable of defcribing it’s tremenduous guilt. 

One cannot help obferving that this 
treafon was not the confequence of any 
fudden temptation, but the rcfult of cool 
deliberation and forethought. We are in¬ 
formed that Judas had covenanted with 
the chief priefts, to deliver his mailer in¬ 
to their hands in the abfcnce of the peo¬ 
ple. If any thing could have leffcned his 
crime in our view, it mull have been the 
circumftancc of a fudden temptation to fo 
rafli an aSion. We know that human na¬ 
ture is frail, and that even good men may 
be tempted to commit tlie greatelt of 
Climes. But in the calc of Judas there is 
no room for fuch plea. Some whole days 
muft have paffed between his making the 
agreement with the chief priefts, and the 

fulfil. 
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fulfilment of that engagement. He had 
'—time for refleftion, and his thoughts '^ere 
aSiially employed on the fubjeft: Yor the 
evangelift declares that he fought an op- 
portumty to betray Jefus Chrift. To what 
an amazing degree of impiety muft that 
man have attained, who, while he pro- 
fefled to be a follower and friend of Chrift, 
could coolly and deliberately refolve to 
take an aftive part in his murder! To 
what treatment was the Son of God 
obliged to fubmit, in order to accomplifli 
the great work of human redemption ! 

Were we to enquire into the motive of 
this detefted a6lion, we fhould foon dif- 
cover that it vras a principle which hath 
no fmall influence over the general con- 
duft of mankind. It was that principle 
which an infallible writer exprefsly de¬ 
clares to be the root of all ^cvil. St. John 
informs us that when Jelus was at Bethany, 
Mary the fiftei of Lazarus, anointed his feet 
with {’ome very collly ointment. Judas 

* I Tim. vi. ic. 
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was offended at this fuppofed wafte, andfaid, 
* Why was not this ointmentfold for three hun- 
dre^pthce, and given to the poor? This he 
faid, not becaufe he caredfor the poor^ but 
becaufe he was a thief and had the bag^ 
and bare what was put ^therein. And 
from that time, as we are informed in the 
chapter which contains my text, he fought 
to betray the Redeemer. It is evident that 
lie was a covetous man, and that his love 
of money was fo inordinate as to prevail 
over every confideration of juflice, and 
friendfliip, and truth. In fa6i:, he made 
every principle and every confideration 
fubfervient to this; infomuch that, even 
when he betrayed the bleffed Jefus, it was 
for a ftipulated fum. Wretched creature! 
he entirely difregarded that important 
query. What fiall it profit a man, if he 
fiiallgain the whole world, and lofe his own 
foul? Regardlefs of thofe durable riches 
which the gofpel bellows, he bartered 
them away for the gratification of the pre* 
fent moment. 
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It had been good for that man by 
whom the Son of man was betrayed, if he 
had never been born. In the whoJe ofhis 
exiflence, mifery outweighs enjoyment: 
fo that, if by not being brought into ex- 
illence, he would have been deprived of a 
certain proportion of happincfs, he would 
alfo have avoided a much larger proportion 
of wretchednefs and pain. But alas! the 
guilty man hath exifted. He lived to be¬ 
tray the Lord of glory; and then, feeling 
the awful fling of an alarmed and awak¬ 
ened confcience, he madly rufhed into 
the Ibciety of damned fpirits, and took up 
his laft, his eternal refidence, in horrors 
and in flames. 

Sucii was the treachery and cruelty of 
a man, who, for a time, called himfclf a 
follower of Jefus; and fiich the; beginning 
of thofe forrows, to which the Saviour of 
the world was expofed. Yet we ought 
not to imagine that Jefus Chrift was un¬ 
der any deception when he called Judas 
to be his difciple; for he knew from the 
beginning who they were that believed not, 

and 
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mid wh JhazM b$tr4$y ?Jim* *No evil ® 
could happen to him but by the exprefs 
peiMfffion of Ood; none bui what he 
himfelf foie&Wj and^ if be had been re* 
gardle^ of our falvation^ could have a* 
voided. But Judas was fuffered to a£l 
thus that divine grace might triumph over 
his treachery, by making it inftrumental 
in bringing about the eternal felicity of a 
perifliing world* 

But let us not employ the whole time 
of this fervice in expreffing our difappro-- 
bation of the man by whom Chrift was 
perfonally betrayed. In every later age 
there have been perfons in the chriftian 
church, who have too clofely imitated the 
conduft of Judas, and who, it is to be 
feared, will be lharers in his ruin. The 
Son of man is betrayed into the hands of 
finners, not indeed literally and perfonal-^ 
ly, for that is now impoffible, but by that 
treachery in his fervice which is calcu^ 

* John vi. .64. 
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lated to undermine the intereft of real re¬ 
ligion and truth. 

As the author of chriftianity hath^giVen 
to his church a perfefl: fyftem of divine 
truth, it is an aft of prefumption in men 
to add tQ, or to diminifli from his word. 
Yet how. commonly do they, by falfely 
reprefenting to therafelves and others the 
way of falvation, aft as traitors ta the 
Son of God ? There are fome who pro- 
fefs to believe the truth, and to be the 
difciples of Chrift, who neverthelefs de¬ 
grade the glorious gofpel, and reduce it 
to a fyftem of mere pagan morality. In 
order to appear as the friends of Chrift, 
they make mention of his name, talk high¬ 
ly of his morals, and yield a fort of obe¬ 
dience to fome of his precepts. They 
keep themfelves free from notorious im¬ 
morality, they perhaps flied a tear before 
God as an acknowledgment of their faults, 
they perform fome afts of charity, they 
probably pay a decent attention to the ex¬ 
ternal forms of religion, and cultivate the 
principles of honefty and honour, fo far 

as 
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thofe principles may engage the attention'® 
and the praife of men: and all thefe things '—^ 
th^^y up in ftore, as the price of their 
eternal redemption* The grand diftin- 
guifliing truths of the gofpelj and the vital 
influence of thofe truths upon the heart, 
they utterly difregard* The free grace of 
God as the foie caufe of falvation, the 
atonement of Chrifl, and the gracious 
operations of the Holy Spirit in the heart, 
are truths which, except as fubjeflis of 
mere fpeculation, find no place in their 
creed. They profefs to know and love 
the Saviour, and yet they refule to truft 
their falvation in his hands. While they 
thus wound the honour of Chrift, and, as 
much as in them lies, undermine the grand 
fyftem of redemption, they give us too 
much reafon to fufpefl; that, if they had 
been fituated as Judas was, they would 
have afted the fame part. 

Others there are who, under aprofef- 
fion of fupreme attachment to Jefus Chrift, 
live in direS oppofition to his commands. 

They talk of religion, of the love of God, 

F 2 and 
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s of the glorious dpflpnes pf grace; but 

v- .y ■■■^ in their praSice they are loole^ dil&pated, 
and profane, Amongft them you'ifiay 
perceive a difregard to the honour of the 
chriftian profeffion in themfelves, and per¬ 
haps violent condemnation of the fame 
vice in other perfons, Promifes given, 
and flanders fpread, without regard to 
truth, want of ftrifl: honefty in their tranf- 
aftions, implacable refentment of real or 
fuppofed injuries, and various other in- 
Gonfiftencies, flain their lives; and induce 
the world to conclude that religion is a 
farce, and that all its profcffors are hypo¬ 
crites. Some of tbefe charafters, in order 
to preferve an appearance of confiftency, 
profefs to have learned from the gofpel 
itfelf, that, becaufe they are not under the 
law^ but under grace^ they are freed from 
all obligations to ftrifl: obedience. They 
Jin that grace may abound. But, what is 
this, but a perverfion of the truth ? Such 
perfons, under a pretended concern for 
the Redeemer’s honour, ftab the intereft 
of religion in it’s moft tender part. I ac- 

knowledp*e 





knowledge thfct the lalVMon of fmners is s e R M. 
this;^ruit of fovereign grape; but, if we 
are chofen of God to felvation, it is 
through fanEliJication of the Spirit, as well 
as belief of the truth.. The grace of God, 
which bringeth falvation, teacheth us to 
deny ungodlinefs, and every worldly lujl, 
and to live foberly, righteovfy, and godly 
in the world. The intention of Chrift in 
the gift of the gofpel is, to make men 
happy by making them holy: but, by the 
bad conduft of fome who are called chrif- 
tians, that intention is often expofed to 
contempt. 

There are many who do not indulge 
themfelves open!/ in the praftice of im¬ 
morality, who neverthelefs are real ene¬ 
mies to the interefts of holinefs, and the 
caufe of Chrift. They aim at uniting two 
things, the union of which is impraftica- 
ble, the love of God, and the love of the 
world. They have fo much of religion as 
makes them pafs in the croud for good 
men, and fo much of the fpirit of the 
world as enables them to Ihun the crofs. 

fa In 



86 


SERM. 

IIJ. 


The Treafon of Judas. 

In company with ferious anctjgodly people 
they are grave, in company with othgpde- 
fcriptions of men they are light and frothy. 
They profefs to be feeking a better world, 
and yet they difcover a ftrong predileftion 
for this. They blot the profeffion of chri- 
llianity, not with notorious crimes, but 
with little conformities to the temper and 
cuftoms of worldly men. Hence the com¬ 
panions which they principally chufe and 
delight in, are pearfons of a gay and difli- 
pated turn; and the pleafures which they 
chiefly purfue, are thofe of the theatre, the 
gaming table, the ufelefs paftime, or the 
fportive fong. In pretence they are wife 
men, afting from motives of religious pru¬ 
dence ; but in reality they are the flaves 
of a corrupt nature, and the enemies o/Je- 
fus Chrift. 

A V ARiE ry of other cafes might be de- 
fcribed, all tending towards the fame point; 
but thefe are quite fufficient to fhow that 
Judas, though gone to his oxvn place, hath 
left too much of his fpirit amongft us, and 
that the Redeemer is, even now, often kifs- 

ed 
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ed by the perfons by whoin his intereft is s R 
betrayed. '—^ 

When meii, under a pretended con¬ 
cern for religion, thus run to extremes, 
the unwary arc deluded, and Satan’s in¬ 
tereft receives frefli ftrength. The truth 
is, that falvation is the free gift of God, 
through Chrift Jefus, and that holinefe is 
an efiential part of that falvation which 
the Supreme Goodnefs freely beftows. It 
is faid concerning the happy partakers of 
falvation, there is a remnant according 
to the elcElion of grace. And if by grace^ 
then it is no more of works: otherwife 
grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then it is no more gi^ace: otherwife 
toork is no more *work. In this paffage 
the apoftle pofitively excludes the works 
of men from being the meritorious caufe 
of their falvation. In another place he 
faith, God hath fet forth Jefus Chrifi to be 
a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteoufnefs, that he might 
be jujl and yet the juftifier oj him who be-- 


* Rom. xi. 6. 
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in ^Jefus. Thu$ it appears AiU; 
.n . finncrs are juftified in the fight of God by 
an entire dependance upon the rightcouC^ 
nefs of Chrift, and not by the deeds of the 
Urn. And yet, without real holinefs no 
man can be faved; for, as St. James juftly 
obfeiryes, faith mthout works is '\dead. If 
we make any pretenfions to religion, we 
flijould be able to juftify thofe pretenfions 
in the fight of all. Barely to fay that we 
are chriftians is not fufficient: we muft be 
able by folid evidence to prove and to juf¬ 
tify our claim to that honourable appella¬ 
tion. Now this cannot be done, but by 
the works which we perform. To this 
remark agrees the faying of the apoflle, 
that Abraham was jvjiified by works, when 
he had (ffered Ifaac his fan upon the '\,altar. 
The patriarch did not obtain acceptance 
with God by his § works, for they were 
imperfefl;; yet he evidenced by them to 
the world that he was a partaker of juftify- 
ing faith. Even in the folemn day of 

^ Rom. ill. 26, + James ii. 20. $ James ii. 21. 
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judgment, the reality of our union to se^rm* 
Chrift muft be proved by the fruit which ^ 
we flSil have been enabled to bring forth, 

When the great Judge fhall welcome his 
fervants into his kingdom and glory, he 
will alfo alTign as the reafon, I was an hun^ 
gred, and ye gave mo meat ; I was thirjly, 
and ye gave me drink ; 1 was a fir anger^ 
and ye took me in ; naked^ and ye clothed 
me; / wasfick and ye vijited me ; I was in 
prifon, and ye came unto me: for inafmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the leafi of 
thefe my brethren^ ye have done it unto *me^ 

Upon the whole then you perceive that 
fomething more than a moral life is necef- 
fary to conftitute us chriftians ; that there 
are truths to be believed, as well as things 
to be done; and that in the gofpel, faith 
and holinefs are infeparably united. Our 
good works are not the price of immortal 
felicity: but they are the only folid evi¬ 
dence, by which our title to that felicity 
can be proved. Let us therefore not tor¬ 
ture the facred writings, but receive them 

* Matt. XXV. 35, &c. 
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6 R M. as they lie before us.^ Let us not hurt the 
Redeemer’s intereft, nor attempt to^ftain 
his glory, left, like Judas, we fliould be 
convifted of treafon againft the Son of 
God. If by our principles or our conduft 
we fliould miflead our fellow creatures, 
what muft be our doom ? Let i 5 s fear 
left the fovereign Judge fliould hereafter 
fay to us. While ye profefled to believe 
my words, ye betrayed my caufe, and be¬ 
trayed the precious fouls of men to their 
and your eternal ruin. Depart from me, 
ye -wicked, for I know you not. 

Lastly, let us guard againft every in¬ 
clination to a covetous temper. Godlinefs 
with contentment is great gain. But when 
men fuppofe that gain is godlinefs, they 
will make every thing around them fub- 
fervient to their ruling paflion. They 
will trifle with religion, and confcience, 
and heaven, and hell; and, for the fake 
of filthy lucie, they would, in the true 
fpirit of Judas, even betray the Son of 
man into the hands of finners. It is a me¬ 
lancholy confidcration that covetoufnefs 

fliould 
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fhould be fo prevalent as it is, even a- 
* mongft thofe who profefs to be weaned 
from the world. The liberality of many 
is nothing more than empty vapour; k 
conftantly eludes the grafp. . When the 
caufe of Chrift calls for generous exertion, 
they have always at hand fome carnal ex- 
cufe. Such perfons ought ferioufly to ex¬ 
amine whether they would not even fell 
the truth for the fake of temporal advan¬ 
tage. Let us mtfeek great things for our- 
felves. If we gain them by improper 
methods, perhaps, like Judas, we fliall 
not be able to keep them. If we hold 
them with too clofe a hand, they will 
operate like poifon. Let us therefore be 
content withfuch things as we have; for 
the Saviour hath faid, 1 will never leave 
thee, nor forfake Hhee. In the purfuit, 
and in the ufe of temporal enjoyments let 
us be moderate, in imparting them to 
others let us be liberal; always remember¬ 
ing that the Lord is at hand. 


* Heb, xiii. 5. 
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On Peter's Denial of Christ. 


{Paffion Week.) 


Luke xxii. 6i, 62. 


And the Lord turned and looked upon Pe¬ 
ter ; and Peter remembered the word of 
the Lord^ how he /aid unto him, Before 
the cock crow, thou fhalt deny me thrice. 
And Peter went out and wept bitterly. 


W HEN David the king of Ifrael ex¬ 
perienced the treachery of Ahito- 
phel, he exclaimed. It not an enemy 
that reproached me, then I could have borne 
it; neither was it he who hated me that did 
magnify himfelf againjl me; then I would 
have hid myfelf from him. But it was thou, 

a man. 
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a man^ 'mine equals my guide, and 
•acquaintance,^ We took fweet connfel, toge¬ 
ther, and walked tg th£ horft of God in 
^company. He was ftung by the Cinkind- 
nefs of fo?ne whom he loved: and in this 
he was a figure of the Lord Jefus Chrift* 

He found that thebittereft rage of an^ene- 
my was much more tolerable than the un* 
kindnefc of aprofeflfed friends The faithlels 
condufl; of a man to whom we are united 
by the clofeft ties of friendftiip goes to the 
quick: it wrings the moft painful groans 
from the heart, drenches the eyes in fcald- 
ing tears, and rends afunder the whole 
frame. 

In that memorable day when Jefus 
Chrift was arraigned at the bar of Pilate 
the roman governor, Pilate, as much as 
hisi weaknefs would allow him, oppofed 
the popular cry which the wicked Jews 
had raifed againft the Saviour, and at¬ 
tempted to deliver him from their fury# 

If Pilate, who was a profeffed idolater. 


Pfalmlv, 12, 13, 14. 
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^ ® y and who knew nothing of Chrift, but from 

common report, and from his examina¬ 
tion of him as a prifoner, thus ventured to 
ftand up as his friend, what might not be 
expefted from his own difciples? They 
had been his intimate companions. They 
knew all his conduft, and were acquainted 
with the difpofition of his heart. It was 
in their power to give the cleareft and moft 
decifive teftimony in the behalf of de¬ 
graded innocence and goodnefs. Would 
they not then unite their moft zealous en¬ 
deavours to vindicate their injured and in- 
fulted matter ? What was their conduft 
on that trying occafion ? Alas! overcome 
by confufion and terror, as foon as he was 
apprehended they all forfook him, and 
fled. Two of them indeed, John and Pe¬ 
ter, followed him to the palace of the 
high prieft. John, overwhelmed perhaps 
in grief, beheld with filcnt fadnefs and in¬ 
dignation the barbarity of the people. At 
a little diftance from the judgment feat, 
Peter ftood amongft the fervants of the 
high prieft, and denied ids dying friend* 

He 



On Peter's Denial of 

He was unwilling in that moment of dif- 
trefs to have it thought that he was a di- 
fciple of Chrift. When the compaffionate 
Saviour was juft about to die for Peter, 
Peter treated him with the utmoft cruelty 
and difrefpeS. But the Lord turned and 
looked upon Peter^ and Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had faid un¬ 
to him. Before the cock crow, thou Jhalt 
deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and 
wept bitterly. What, my brethren, does 
the look of Jefus Chrift imply ? It fpeaks 
powerfully, not to Peter s ear, but to his 
inmoft foul. God grant that every one 
here prefent may this day feel that contri¬ 
tion which the eye of Jelus communicated 
to Peters heart. 

The Son of God, though be came in¬ 
to the world to give the knowledge of 
falvation, and the remilTion of fins, was 
treated by the ungodly as if he had been 
the bittereft enemy of mankind. He was 
expofed to oppofition, and infult, and 
fcorn. But thefe indignit^s he bore 
with unexampled meeknefs. When fin- 

ners 
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ners fmote him on the one cheek, hcS 
turned to them the otlier. He opened 
his bofom to receive the invenomed darts 
of perfecution: and when led to prifon 
and to death, as a Jheep before her Jhearers 
is dumb, fo he opened not his mouth. From 
his avowed enemies nothing but cruelty 
could be expefted. Therefore, though he 
felt the ftings of malice, yet he did not 
complain. But Peter’s crime gave a 
keener edge to thofe forrows which pierc¬ 
ed the Redeemer s foul; and increafed the 
bitternefs of that cup which Chrift was 
doomed to drink. The cup was full be¬ 
fore : this addition made it overflow.When 
Jefus Chrift perceived this, he turned his 
plaintive eye towards his frail difciple, as 
if to exppftulate with him. Mark his 
countenance: how furrowed with grief! 
I imagine I hefar him fay, Peter! Peter! 
What thou too ? Doft thou abandon me 
in this hour of trial ? Is this thy kindnefs 
*0 thy friend? Where is now thy pro- 
mifed fidelit)jto me ? Where is thy boaft- 
ed attachment to my fervice ? Doft thou 

unite 
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unite with my betrayers and murderers?— s E R M. 
• O, 'tis infupportable!—Let me ^ic. 

The countenance of Jefus Chrift wav^j 
full of eloquence and energy. It fpoke 
the language of complaint and grief: but 
this was not all; for it carried the moft 
powerful conviftion to Peter s breaft. That 
glance of the Saviours eye Peter could 
not withfland. It difarmed him, and broke 
his heart, and thus made way for the ope¬ 
rations of deep repentance. The fight of 
the officers and foldiers, the horrors of 
perfccution, and the terrible profpeft of 
his Maflers ignominious death, had given 
a fhock to Peters faith, and had fpread 
over his hopes a thick dark gloom : but 
the countenance of Jefus Chriff, like a 
light (liining through the gloom, difeo- 
vered to him the awfulneCs ofhisfiiuation. 

It roufed him to folemn recolleflion, and 
to all the painful fenfaiions of guilt. lie 
remembered the word of the Lord, horo he 
had faid unto kirn, Before the cock crozo, 
thou Jlialt deny me thrice. He calk'd to 
remembrance his crime, together with all 

G the 
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the fucceffive aggravatioas wiih which it 
was attenHed. He had denied his connect > 
tion with his God and Saviour. This 
crime contained in it an awful mixture of 
ingratitude, and cruelty, and falfehood. 
Whether we confidcr the principles from 
which it proceeded, or mark its progrefs, 
it will exhibit a melancholy proof of hu¬ 
man weaknefs and depravity. 

Peter’s denial of Chrill evidently pro¬ 
ceeded from the powerful influence of 
fear and fliamc. We cannot impute it to 
the abfolute want of finccre affcftion to 
Jefus Chrift. He had given many unde¬ 
niable proofs of his hearty attachment to 
his Mailers fervice. His zeal in that fer- 
vice had fometimes carried him even be¬ 
yond the bounds of diferetion. When 
Chrill was apprehended in Gethfeinane, 
Peter drew the fword in his defence. But 
as the prolpeft of danger increafes, our 
frail nature is apt to Ihrink. As foon as 
perfecuiion had fully unfurled and hoilled 
her bloody flag, Peter was difmayed. He 
faw and was alarmed at the dangers which 

threatened. 
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in the rugged path of difficulty, and trem- v 
bled at the pro('pe 61 : of being fet up by the 
unfeeling multitude as an objefl: of ridi¬ 
cule and fcorn. Thefe things quite over¬ 
whelmed his courage, deadened every 
noble and generous feeling of his heart, 
and made him afhamed to undergo even 
the flighteft fufpicion of being a difciple 
of the pcrfccuted Saviour. It is compa¬ 
ratively an eafy thing to walk in company 
with ChrifI; while danger (lands aloof, and 
while the world will fuffer us to pafs on 
unheeded and unnoticed. But the appear¬ 
ance of difficulty, and the dread of dif- 
gracc have llripped many a man of his 
confidence, and have made many a pro- 
felfed difciple of Chrift go back, and walk 
with him no ^more, Peter himfelf, for a 
time, felt their influence forcibly. Hence 
he pofitively denv^d his having any know¬ 
ledge of Jefiis Chrift. 

This crime was in a particular manner 
aggravated by the circumftances which at- 

♦ John vi*. 66. 
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s E R M. tended it^s comniiffion. If Peter, like a 
IV. 

^ mariner croflTing an unknown and danger¬ 
ous fea, bad met with unexpected fhip- 
WTcck and ruin, he would have efcaped 
our cenfure, and would have excited uni- 
verfal pity. But he was forewarned of his 
danger by his beft and dcareft friend. Jc- 
fus Chrift had with the utmofl tendernefs 
and affeftion pointed out the rock, againft 
which this frail man was likely to be 
dahied. In a converfatioii which jufl be¬ 
fore the apprehcnllon of CIirilL palfed be¬ 
tween him and his difciples, he faid to 
llicjji, Allyc Jhall he off ended becaufe of vie 
lids night, Peter replied, Though all men 
(hould be offended beemfe of ihccy yd xvilL 
I never be offended. Lord I am ready Lo 
go xoith thee both into prijhn, and to death. 
Then it was that jefus laid unto him. Ve¬ 
rily I fay vnlo thee, that this night, before 
the cock crozv, ihoii Jhnlt deny me ’^ihricc. 
A proper attention to the wc'aknefs of hu¬ 
man nature would have taught the apoflle 
that lliis caution was wortliy of regard. It 

^ O 

'■ M*:!. \vvi. 5 j, 4’i j t.ukc xxii. : 3 . 
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was flill more fo, as proceeding from a 
friend, to whom his welfare was inexpref- 
fibly dear. However, as he then faw no 
danger near, and as, being too confident 
in his own ability, he fuppofed tliat, if 
danger fhould approach, he could firmly 
maintain his ground, he flighted the 
friendly warning. But when men fliglit 
the counfels of Jefus Chrifl, it is attended, 
not with hazard only, but with certain 
Ids. We may, in fome inflanccs, afl as 
if we thought ourfelves wifer than Chrift, 
but this prefumption is a tree which will 
yield only bitter fruit. And if through 
our prefumption we fin and fuffer, w^c are 
without excufe; becaufc Chrifl hath fore- 
\varned us of the dangers to wliich we are 
liable. Had Peter trullcd himfelf lefs, and 
Clirill more, he would in all probability, 
when the moment of trial came, have 
avoided a fall. But he carelcfsly and pre- 
fumpluoully dared the unequal contefl, 
and became an eafy prey to the tempter. 

Whkn Peter was aw^akened to a proper 
fenfe of his fault, he was flung no doubt 

G 3 with 
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with the recolleftion that it contained a 
—' notorious violation of the promifes of in¬ 
violable fidelity, which he had given to 
Jefus Chrift. Juft before the laft dread¬ 
ful feenes of the Redeemers life were 
opened, Peter, as I have already menti¬ 
oned, fa id to him, lliough all men Jhould 
he offended becaufe of thee^ yet will I never 
be offended^ He farther added, Though I 
fiould die with thce^ yet will I not deny 
*thee. In this manner he pledged himfelf 
even to facrifice his life, if neceflary, in 
vindicating the honour of Chrift, and in 
promoting his caufe. Thefe vows, though 
at that time raflily made, were in them- 
felves not rafh, but ferious and important, 
A folemn dedication of ourfclves to the 
fervice of Chrift, and a readinefs to lay 
down our lives for his fake, are duties 
which tlie gt^fpel requires, and to which 
grace habitually inclines us. By taking 
upon us a pr*. FeHion of religion, we virtu¬ 
ally bind out felves to an entire devotion 
of our fouls, and bodies, and every thing 

• Matt. xxvi» 35. 

we 
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we poflefs, to the Lord Jefus; and on 
fome occafions, efpecially on our ap¬ 
proaching the Lords table, we more ex- 
prefsly renew and ratify our vows. We 
meet with various temptations to depart 
from tliefe voluntary engagements; but 
every departure from them is an aftual 
violation of that fidelity which is due to 
Chrift. Peter had certainly been taught 
that a ftiifl regard to truth is an effential 
part of the difpofition and chara6ler of the 
real chriflian. Yet, when danger flared 
him in the face, and his fidelity was put 
to the proofi he threw away his integrity, 
and burft alunder the folemn ties by 
which he had bound himfelf to his dying 
Lord. 

Yes it was from his dymg Lord that 
Peter feparated himfelf. To avow a con¬ 
nexion with Chrift when he was riding 
into Jerufalem amidft the acclamations of 
the multitude, required no effort of grace; 
it was but gliding along the popular cur¬ 
rent. But that current is perpetually fhifl¬ 
ing its courfe. Jefus Chrift, once the 

G /j! favourite 
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favourite of the people, became after¬ 
wards the obje61; of their fury. Then it 
was that Peter was earned out of his pro¬ 
per tiack. The feafon was an important 
one. It required in the difciples of Chrifl 
a inanlv fleadincCs and couraoe. But at 

V o 

the very time when, humanly fpeaking, 
JcTus Chriit hood mofl in need of the 
kind ofiices of Peter, Piier difowned him. 
Chriil had willingly furrendered himlelf as 
a facriiice for Pctei’s falvation, and was 
giving him the Pronged poliible proof of 
his affecHon, by fubmitting to ignominy 
and to death for his lake : but at that in- 
dant Peter would not know him. Juft 
wlien the Redeemer was beginning to link 
under the enormous load of iiurnun guilt, 
Peter added another weight to make him 
fink the deeper. Good God, of what 
pervcrfcne^^ is our nature capable ! 

The oflence of Peter was rendered more 
heinous by I Hng accoinpanied with paf- 
fion and blalpheniy. J he unhappy man 
denied the perfecuted Saviour with oaths 
and angry imprecations. When fufpetled 

of 
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of being a follower of Chrift, he was not 
only fearful, but highly offended. Rather 
than let the ungodly fee that he was a 
cliriftian, lie chofc to imitate their wick- 
rdnefs. Jlc curfed and fwore that he 
knew not tlie '^‘inan. Perhaps, like fome 
pK^rane vv ret dies in the prefent day, he 
called lor cuHes and damnation to light 
upon liini I'i he had any knowledge of 
Chrift. i^ut it was well for him. it is well 
for many, that God does not immediately 
take them at their word. Profane fwear- 
ing has a powerful tendency to roufe the 
divine vengeance. Happy are they to 
whom repc'iitance is given. 

Tr not unufually happens that a good 
man, when through the hurry and tlie 
violence of temptation he has been drawn 
into fin, immediately feels the fmart, and 
flies for refuge to a pardoning God. The 
chriftian cannot contentedly remain amidfl 
the noxious vapours of fin. He longs to 
breathe a purer air, and to enjoy a bright¬ 
er fky ; he wifhes to get near to God. He 

* Mark xiv. 71. 
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5 ® y is reftlefs and uneafy tills he feels afrelh 

/ the reviving beams of the Sun of righte- 
oufnefs. But this was not the cafe with 
Peter. His offence was aggravated and 
rendered more notorious by it’s repetition. 
Between each time of repeating his fault 
tliere was fufficient fpace for recolleftion 
and repentance. The fccond commiflion 
of it was fome little time after the firft ; 
and about the fpace oj an hour after it was 
repeated again. During this time his 
heart feemedto be deftitute of every im- 
prefTion that was ferious and ufeful. Nay, 
his ability and his refolution in commit¬ 
ting the crime apparently increafed each 
time of it’s repetition. On comparing the 
accounts which the evangelifls give of 
Peter’s fall, it feems highly probable that 
the firft offence was a fun pie denial of 
Chrift, the Iccond was accompanied with 
an oath, and the third with bitter impre¬ 
cations.—But hark! the cock crows. See 
the l.ord turns and looks upon Peter. 
What beams of cflicacy dart from the eye 
of Jefus Chrift into the bicaft of this poor 

back- 
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backfliding difciple ! That look is the s E^R M. 

channel of convi 6 lion. Peter^s heart is s. 

full, too full for utterance. The awful 
tear of repentance, impatient to gufh from 
his eye, forces him to a place of retire¬ 
ment. He goes out, and weeps bitterly. 

The Saviours eye, likea fword, pierced 
the heart of Peter, or rather, like an in- 
firument in the hand of a fkilful furgeon, 
it opened the wound, only to pour in the 
healing balm of mercy, and to eflFctl a 
cure. The look of Jefus Chrift was a look 
of fovereign compalfion. Peter wept; 
but his tears were not like thole of Efau,' 
who had totally loll his birthright and his 
blcfling : he wept bitterly; but his llream- 
ing penitence was not the wild oftspring 
of defpair: it was the efl’ulion of a con¬ 
trite and gracious heart. Sin had raifed 
an awful tempeft round about him, and 
the roaring billows W’ent over his head; 
but he perceived that there was a rainbow 
in the cloud. He had been accullonicd 
to hear words of kindnefs from his Maf- 
ter s lips; and he probably recollefled tliat 

before 
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S E R M. before his fall Jefus Chrift had faid to him, 

'—' Satan hath defired to have thee, that he may 
fift thee as zcheat; but I have prayed for 
ihee, that thy faith fail ^not. Such a de¬ 
claration as this had a powerful tendency 
to encourage and fupport him under his 
trouble. Befides, the cornpaffionate coun¬ 
tenance of Jefus Chrift added new force to 
his former expreftions of regard. Peter 
felt now what he had only heard before; 
and acquired a more experimental know¬ 
ledge of liis own frailty, and of the worth 
of Jefus as a friend and Saviour. Hence 
he went out of the high prieft’s houfe, not 
like Judas, to plunge himfelf into deftruc- 
tion, but to give vent to xhdX godly forroto, 
which leorketh repentance unto falvahon, 
and which is not to be repented '\of He 
looked upon him uhom he had'pierced; and 
he mourned and wept. What a piflurc of 
chiiftian humiliation is exhibited here! 
t^bferve his flowing tears, Liften to 
the iblcmri expreflions of his grief. Oh, 
wretcliccl, wretched man! Wfliat have 
I done? Alas! I have pierced the foul 

* Lul.c xxii, 31, 32, + 2 Cor. vii. ic. 
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of him whom I love. I have added SE^RM, 
, bitternefs to his dreadful fulferings. Is v— 
tliere—can tlicre be mercy for me ? O 
that look !—What compalfion! Let me— 

Let me bathe his feet with my tears.—Ah 
Peter! well mayell thou mourn : but thy 
Saviour can forgive. The feripture faith, 

A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, thou 
loilt not ^defpife. Sin hardens the heart; 
but grace breaks, and foftens, and melts 
it. It is a happy thing for a {inner to lie 
proRratc before the mercy feat. The bit¬ 
ter pangs of repentance are thcmfclves 
more truly fatisfa^iory than the greateft 
worldly pollelhons; and they will adiired- 
ly ilfue in the enjoyment of inexprcflible 
and unfading felicity. Such was the ex¬ 
perience of Peter. He fell; but he was 
raifed again. Notwithlhinding his oH'cnce, 
he fincercly loved the Lord Jefus; and 
tlierefore he might with propriety fay, Re~ 
joice not againji me, 0 mine enemy, zvhen I 
fall I JJiall arife; xchen I fit in dcirknefs, 
the Lord Jhall be a light unto fme. Jefus 
Chrifl did not fpcak to Peter at the time of 

* PfalrnJi. I' Micah vll. 8. 
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huj tranCgreffion; but he looked unutter- 
able things. He determined to hop the 
progrefs of Satan, and to refeue Peter 
from the jaws of ruin. He virtually faid 
to tlie Hitherto Jlialt thou coniebut 

no farther. Then the power of Chriil 
triumphed over that of Satan. The poor 
backflider was not left in the condition to 
which fin had brought him : he was deli¬ 
vered, as a bird out of the fnare of the 
fotvler. Peter had wandered from the 
Lord ; but he could find no refi: for the 
foie of his foot, till he returned again to 
tlie ark. There he found reft and fafety. 
From what is recorded in feripture of 
this apoftles life, it appears that his fall 
was overruled by the wifdom and power 
of Chrift, and made really ferviceable to 
him through the whole remaining part of 
his pilgrimage. Till this melancholy event 
took place lie knew not his own weaknefs. 
He was told of it indeed, but he could not 
believe it. Hence he was too fubjeft to rafti 
confidence and pride. The young chrif- 
tian, whofe eyes are juft opened, fome- 
times wonders to hear older men complain 

of 
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of their weakneffes and fears. He imagines SE^RM. 

that he could do or fuffer almoft any thing . 

lor the fake of Chrift. But let him have 
a little more experience, and he will be 
convinced that he cannot, by his own 
power. Hand even for one moment. After ' 
that period in Peter s life, of which I have 
fpoken, we perceive no fymptoms of his 
former vanity. Imperfefciions indeed he 
had as long as he lived: but by painful 
.experience he learned the trueft wifdom, 
and acquired the pofl'cflion of real humi¬ 
lity. He found that felf was too feeble to 
fupport his hope, and therefore went 
through life leaning on the arm of his be¬ 
loved Saviour. 

But to whom do I addrefs myfelf ? It 
is polfiblc that there may be fome back- 
lliding Peter here to day, fome poor de¬ 
luded mortal, who, after having made a 
profeflion of religion, after having aflbei- 
ated hirnfelf with fuch as fear God, and 
after having tMjled the good zcord of God^ 
and the powers of the zoorld to come^ hath 
turned again to this evil world, as the 

fwinc 



112 


On Petns Denial of Chrijl. 

^ fwine that was waflied turns to her wallow-^ 

. —» jng m the mire. Poor unhappy creature! 

What; did you find any thing in the fer- 
vice of the Redeemer that was dilgullful to 
your tafle ? Did you find him to be a fe- 
vere mailer, requiring hard fcrvice with¬ 
out granting you fuitable fupport ? Did 
you difeover that he was unable to fulfil 
thofe glorious promifes which he had fet 
before you ? Do you find that the linful 
courfes of this world can afford you a, 
inoi^ fubllantial peace, or more defirable 
pleafures, than the fervice of Chrifl? 
*l1iofe pains and liorrors which you have 
felt fince you began to flight the gofpel of 
falvaiion, what do they declare? O let 
your own experience convince you that 
it is an evil thing and hiltcr, that you have 
Jorfaken the Lord your God. Happy were 
it for you, :f Jefus Chrifl would now morcT 
fpiritually look upon you, and fill you with 
deep repentance: happy, if, like Peter, 
you might be led to v/cep over your of¬ 
fences bitterly. But perhaps you have not 
aftually proceeded lo far in your depar¬ 
ture 



On Peter's Denial of Chrijl. 1 

t'ure from God. You are ftill profeffedly SE RM. 
travelling towards the land of promife, 
and arc fupported by the heavenly manna. 

Yet in your hearts you arc looking back, 
and are lulling after the melons, and the 
leeks, and the garlick of Egypt, You fome- 
times almofl regret that the gofpel re¬ 
quires you to renounce the fpirit and the 
maxims of the world. Hence you are 
tempted to tafte the forbidden fruit of 
worldly pleafure: and hence too, upon 
lome occafions, you lofe your courage, 
and become afhamed to avow yourfelves 
the difciplcs of Chriifl. Look around, I 
befeceli you. Confider where you are, 
and wiiat you are about. Remember that 
no man, having put his hand to the. plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
*God, Call to mind thofe delightful foa- 
Tons which you have heretofore fpt’in in 
communion with Chrift. Confider tlje 
mifery into which you are now fallen. 

While you wander from God, he will 
make you feel that they who obfo ve Ivin^^ 

* Luke ix. 6>!, 
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s E R M. vanitiesforfake their own *meyry. O then 
V —^—f return unto the Lord your God. Intreat 
him to take away your iniquity, and to re¬ 
ceive you gracioully. 

If you be really fenfible of your wretch- 
ednefs and guilt, permit me to remind you 
that Jefus Chrift is full of tendernefs and 
compalfion. Though you have treated him 
as being unworthy of regard, though you 
have flighted his word, and violated your 
folemn vows, and difgraced your profef- 
fion, yet il for thefe things, your hearts 
be humbled and broken, you fhall find 
that Chrift is not unwilling to fave you. 
When Peter had brought himfelf to the 
verge of deftruftion, the Saviour plucked 
him thence, as a brand front the burnings 
And even now his arm is not Jhortened, 
that it cannot fave. For the encourage¬ 
ment of ihofe who return to him with 
weeping and fupplications, he faith, I will 
heal their backfliding, I tmll love them 
\f 'rcely. Ye mourning finners, caft away 
your fears, and take comfort. Wholb- 

* Jonah it. 9, f Hofea xiv. 4. 
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ever cometh unto him, he will in no xoife s E k m. 
cajl out, 

Let us however beware ofprcfumption. 

Many, when they read or hear of the 
backflidings of good men, perfuade them* 
felves that the occafional allowance of fin 
is compatible with an uninterrupted hope 
of falvation. But let us not deceive our- 
felvcs. There can be no ftronger proof 
of being in a ftate of awful reprobation 
than fuch a wilful abufe of the divine mer¬ 
cy. It is eafy to rufli into Peter s crime : 
but how can we affure ourfclves that, if 
wc do rufli into it, wc fliall poflcfs Peter's 
repentance ? My brethren, be not high- 
minded: but fear. Take to yourfelves the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
lo withjland in the evil day of temptation. 

Work out your falvaiion with fear and 
trembling, knowing that it is God who 
worketh in you to uni I and to do of his good 
pie aflire. 
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On the S u i- r- e u i no s of Cji r i s t , as an 
Atonement for Sin. 


(Good Erklay) 


Isaiah liii. 5, 

lie zoiLS zvounded for our iraiifgrcjfons, he 
was briiifcdfor our viiquilies : the cliaf 
iifement of our peace was upon hivi, and 
with his Jiripes zee are healed, 

M y brethren, no doubt you have ob- 
ferved that the miniflers of the gof- 
pel frequently endeavour to attract your 
notice, and to roufe your piety, by dif- 
playing the various excellencies waA plca^ 
fares of religion. To day I am going to 
re\'erfe this plan ; an<i *0 lead your atten¬ 
tion 
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tion through fccnes of diftrcfs, of horror, 
and of blood. The fubjeft of our prefent 
contemplation is the fuflerings which 
were infliclcd upon the Son of God, and 
under the weitrlit of which he funk down 

O 

in the abyfs of death. 

That the chapter whence my text i^ 
taken refers to the fufferings of tlie Mcl- 
hah, we have the flrongeli and moll; in- 
contellible proof. In this man nor it was 
expounded by the evangclifl Philip to the 
cthiopian *eunuch : and the very palfagc 
itfelf, wdiich I have read, w'as applied by 
the apolUe Peter “ho Jefus ChrilL It w“as 
with the greateftpropriety tliat the writers' 
of the new tellainent made liieh an appli¬ 
cation of this propliecy : for no per Ion, 
except Jefus of Nazareth, liaili ever 
cxilled, to wliom the whole deferijrLion 
which the prophet gives could polhbly 
apply. Of him it is here predicted, that 
he ihould be a man of farrows, and ac¬ 
quainted toiih gri(f that he fhould be 
defp fed and rejetted of men, that he fhould 


* Acts viii. 7 2 . &r. 
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s M. be opprejjcd and affli£ied^ that he fhoulc^ 

-•—,—' pour out his foul unto deaths and be num- 
bered with tranfgreffors. As there was an 
abfolute certainty that thefe fufferings 
would be inflifted, fo they are defcribed 
as having aftually taken place. Since the 
prophet s time his predictions have been 
realized. The great Redeemer hath been 
wounded, and bruifed, and expofed to 
vengeance, and to death, for the tranf- 
greffions of his people. Let us therefore 
take a view of the exaCl fituaiion In which 
the illuflrious fufl'erer ftood. 

The forrows and afflictions of Chrifl 
might be properly confidered, in connec 
tion with other events, as a noble confir¬ 
mation of the truth of the gofpel. We 
cannot conceive that any man would be 
willing to lay down his life in defence of 
a doCtrin of the truth of which he was 
not fully perfuaded. Now, though men 
may miflake error for truth, or may be 
ii (1 away i)y flrong delufions, yet Jefus 
Chrifl hath given lb many proofs of his 
profound wifdom, yea, even of his effen- 

tial 
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tial deity, that we cannot reafonably fup- ^ E 
pofe him to be under any miftake. Be- w 
fides, he taught his difciples to expeft 
that he would lead them to the very 
fource of fupreme felicity. And when we 
recolle6l that death, though attended with 
it s utmoll terrors, could not induce him 
to alter, in any meafurc, his defigns and 
promilcs of mercy, it greatly encourages 
us to put an implicit confidence in all he 
fays ; it convinces us that the gol'pel is 
founded, not in im})ofition, but in grace 
and truth. 

I Mi GUT further call upon you to con- 
fider the fuliering Ki cletaner as a noble 
example of patif mx- and conflancy in 
times ofaHiidion and perficution. While 
we continue in this evil world, we muft 
cxpe£l to be fometimes afflided by the im-» 
mediate hand of providence, and fome¬ 
times, becaufe of our adherence to the 
gofpel, to be treated by men of corrupt 
minds with unmerited contempt. In ei¬ 
ther of thefc cafes it is an unfpeakablc 
niercy, not only to be taught the nature 

H 4 and 
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and expediency of refignation, but to have 
that difpofition beautifully exemplified in 
the behaviour of Jefus Chrifl;. During the \ 
whole time of his diilrefs he did not utter 
a murmuring word, nor dilcovtir any fign 
of impatience. Even when he prayed lor 
deliverance it was with due fubmilfion to 
God ; for he added to his requeli, Never- 
ihelcfs, not my xoill, hut ihinc be done. 
How ought this to check our impatience, 
and to make us with filent refignation 
adore the unerring providence of God 
But 1 do not propofe to tn at my fub- 
5e61 generally. I (hall confine myfelf 
therefore to that particular view of the 
Ilcdeemcr’s fufferings, which is given by 
the prophet in the words of my text. It 
is evident that he here confiders and dc- 
feribes them as a real and complete atone¬ 
ment for fin. If Jefus Chrifl was wound-ed 
and bruijed^ it was for our tranffreffions. 
His thaffifement is the price of our peace; 
and by his flripcs our fpiritual maladies 
are healed. The meaning of thef'c ex- 

prc{fio!v> 
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preflions is that Chrifl did truly and pro- 
’ perly fuffer in our ftcad; and that, in 
virtue of his fufferings, all who truly re¬ 
pent and unfcigncdly believe his holy 
gofpel, obtain from God pardon and 
peace. I’his do6h inc, though condemned 
by Ibine pretended moral ids as an ab- 
fiirdity, is perfe([:ily confonant to right 
reafon: and is one of tiie fundamental 
trutlis of tlx gofpel. 

I takf: It for granted tliat God hath an 
indefeafiblc right to govern the world, 
and to demand of all inteliirent beinrs the 

O 

mod abfolute obedience and fubmiihon to 
his MulI. He is the mod glorious of all 
beings whatfoexer. He is infinite and 
Linehangeablc in vvirdom, power, judice, 
tiutb, goodnefs, and every perfcclion. 
From liim we all liave received our exid- 
encc. Surely then it is lit anrl proper that 
he fhould giv(‘ law to liis creatines, and 
that they fliould be fiihjeci to Itfs authority. 

I ^•UR^ HEK take it for granted, that it 
is highly rcafbnabie and becoming in the 
great (iovt.rnor ‘d ilx world to maintain 

o 
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$ F^R M. an inviolable regard to the honour of his 
'——* government. What fliould we think of 
that government where every one might 
at his pleafure, oppofe the fupreme power; 
where the dutiful fubjcft could not enjoy 
prote£lion; and where crimes, even the 
moll enormous, might be committed with 
impunity Under fuch a government no 
fenlible honell man would wifh to live. 
In fa61;, it would be no government at all: 
it would be a fyftem of diforder and con¬ 
fix fion. Therefore it follows that Gods 
right of governing is neceffarily connected 
with the right of punilhing the guilty. 

In the next place, reafon itfelf mufl: al¬ 
low that God hath a fovereign right, pro¬ 
vided that fociety receives no detriment 
thereby, to punilli tranfgrelfion, either iit 
the finners own perfon, or in the perfon 
of a competent furety. Some have rejefted 
the chriftian doftrincof atonf'ment. undei 


the prctcnc’Qiihai it is iinjuli lo punilli the 
ainocen!; inlicad of rlu gmh'’ Indeed to 
compel an innoioni pel Ion to fufler foi 


'nines -..'ikh lu uo\ri onuuuu-d »s an 
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of cruelty. But this is by no means SERM, 
the cafe of him who bled for the tranf- 
grelTions of his people. He became their 
JUbllitutc in the mofi; voluntary manner. 

And he had a right fo to do: for though no 
mere human being has a right to lay down 
his life at his own plcafure, yet the Son 
of God was abfolutely at his own difpofal. 

Hence he faid to the Jews, / have power 
(that is, right, or authority) to lay down 
my life, and ] have power to take it * again. 

1 acknowledge that in earthly governments 
fuch a fubflitution jnjght be dangerous, 
becaufe it could not provide for the of¬ 
fender’s reformation, and if it could, fo- 
ciety would fullain a lols in the innocent 
viflim. But in the divine g(;vernnicnt 
the cafe is otlierwife. Jefus Chrill laid 
down his life ; but he took it again : and 
he hath made the rnofl cffcftual provifion 
for the finner’s aftual convcrfion from fin 
to holinefs. Here then fbciety receives no 
injury: it acquires additional ftrength anrl 
felicity. And Chrill hirafclf,yc>r the fuf- 

* John X. 18. 

ferin^- 



124 


On the Sufferings of Chriff 


^ fi'^iug of ieaih is crowned with glory and 

V— w " ^ ^honour. Every perfon who impartially 
confiders ihefe things mud be convinced 
that the appointment of fuch a fubftitute 
in the room of guilty men, liath nothing 
in it unreafonable. But as the appoint¬ 
ment of a mediator is an aft of fovereignty, 
and not of necelfity, our rcafon could ne¬ 
ver difeover whether God would appoint 
one, or not. For the knowledge of this 
wc arc entirely indebted to revelation. 
Let us now view the fubjeft by the light 
of fcripturc. 

By tlie facred oracles of truth wc are 
taught, that man was originally made up- 
but fell into difobcclicncc and mi- 
lery, and that together with him fell all 
Ills pollerity. So that all are now natu¬ 
rally prone to tranfgrdhon, and liable to 
wrath. Davi i, in th(* book offpfalms, 
and St. Paul, in his epiflh' to the ;J;Roinans, 
unite in fiying of the liuni in race. There 
i- none righfeaus, no r.ot one: there is 
none that fi)idcr/lii}id'’th, is none that 


* licb. ii, ! Pl'ahns \I\. aiv! i»i;, , Rom. ili. lo.&r. 

fekcih 



125 


as an Atonement for Sin. 

feckeih after God, They are all gone out S E R M. 
of the zvay, they are together become, unpro- v , 
fltdblc, there is none that dothgood.^ no not 
one, lliis is the ftate in which all men 
continue till they become truly regenc* 
rate. Education, the rellraining power 
of God, and the abfegee or prcfcncc <>!’ 
temptation, may make a difrenmee in the 
external behaviour of diilercrit perfons; 
but nature is alike in all. Tltc proud ino- 
ralifl, as well as the profane harlot, is a 
finner. Does any one enquire how we 
became thus prone to evil? I anfvver in 
the words of the apofllc, By one 
difobed'icncc many were made 'y/ancy>. In 
the co\'enant ol works Acknn was corifi- 
dcred as the reprt fentative oi his pollenty; 
and by his tranlgrelRon he hath involved 
them all in mifery and guilt. Let no man 
blame this conllitution of things. If Adam 
had perfevered in obedience, (and lie 
might have done lb.) all would liavc ad¬ 
mired, all would have applauded Ihch a 
covenant. And the nature of the cove- 


* Rom. V. 19 
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SERM. ncint is not in iifclf the worfe for man’s 
V—tranfgrcfTion. Shall not the Judge of all 
the eartli do right? Yes, verily. It be¬ 
comes us therefore to be Jhll, and to knoxo 
that he is God. 

Guilt and punifliment are connefted* 
God hath revealedhiinfelf to us as a being, 
Who mil by no ineam clear the ^guilty. 
The holincfs and juflice of God’s nature 
require that fin (hould be punifhed. Con- 
rcqucnlly, as \vc are all become guilty, 
we arc all naturally under condemnation, 
and expofed to wratli. As fin is com¬ 
mitted againfl him who is infinitely wor- 
iliy of our regard, fo it's demerit is ufually 
laid to be infinite, and its punifhmenr, 
which is chiefly referved for tlie future 
Hale, is deferibed in feripture in tlic moll 
awful and a fleeting manner, from thefc 
eirciimftances it appears that an atonement 
IS anfolutch' neceflbrv in order to our ob- 
taining a pardon. Either w'c ourfelves 
mufl I'ufler the dreadful penalties of God’s 
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law, or fome perfon who is competent to 
the tafk muft fuffer them for us. 

I AM now led to obferve that Jefus 
Chrill aftually fiiffercd on the behalf, and 
in the ftead of finners, or in otlier words, 
that the prophet fpoke the tnitli, when he 
faid of Chrill, He was wounded for our 
TRANSGRESSIONS, IlC WaS brutfcd FOR 
OUR INIQ u n I Es: the chajlifement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his Jiripcs 
zee are healed. This is uniformly the doc¬ 
trine of the feriptures. To fay nothing 
of the typical ccconomvtff Mofes, which 
every where prefigured me offering of a 
facrifice which could lake away guilt: 
read the w'liolc chapter w’hich contains my 
text. There you find thefe expreffions. 
The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all. For the tranfgrejfions of my people 
zcas he fricken. By his knowledgeJhall he 
jufify ynany; for he Jhall bear their iniqui¬ 
ties. Read that exprefiion of the apolUe, 
"^Chrijt hath redeemed us from the curfe of 
the law, BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US. 


^ Gal. iii. 13. 
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SE^M. Read—But it would bean cndlds talk to 
'—y —» refer you to all the proofs of this doclrine. 
Without a perverfion of thefe palfagcs 
from their plain meaning, they cannot be 
confidcred otherwife than as declarations 
of the reality of Chrifl’s atonement. U 
men will not believe ib.cle tcftiinonics, 
neither umdd they he pcrfuadal though one 
rofe frovti the dead, 

TiiA'r the atonement of Chrifl is fulli- 

cient and complete, vre liave the evidence 

of St. Paul. He fays of (’hrifl. After fr: 

had offered one Orifice for f. ns, he for c rev 

fat down on t height hand of God: for h^> 

one Ojfcring he hedh hefefied for ev<r ilwni 

that are "^fanUffed. He hath obtained a 

free pardon for all wlto ever did, do n(v,v, 

or (hall hereafter believe on his name. 

But the value of his ftcriiicc e?:cecds our 

comprehci.fion. Never were tr.c awful 

glories of juftice fo ^aninently difplayed. 

never was die di\’inc ddiileafurc againfl 

fin fo forcibly exliibited, as wlieii God 

armed liimfrlf with tcniblc vcn2[(an:e 

o 
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o 
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jigainft his beloved Son. Surely fin muft 
• be exceedingly fnful, or the Lord of glory 
would never have undergone what he did, 
to redeem us from it s guilt. If Chrift had 
never luffered, we might have doubted 
the propriety of thofe judgments which 
are denounced againft the wicked; but 
now w’c are convinced tliat the infliftion 
of them is neceffary and jufh Wc are 
rdfo taught that, by tlie fubllituiion of 
Chrifl in the finner’s place, the divine law 
is magnified and made honourable, and 
confequently, that God is more glorified 
thereby than he could have been by our 
eternal condemnation. 

But, handing in our place, what did 
lie fulfer? l.et us take a nearer view. If 
we juft glance our eye on his walk thro’ 
life, w'e (hall perceive that it was, gene¬ 
rally 1 peakingj a rugged and thorny path. 
Wealth and fplendor refufed to admit him 
into their doors. He was doomed to fuch 
a fituation in life as men naturally wifli to 
avoid. Wearinefs, and poverty, and want, 
were his d^ly companions. Now wc be- 
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s E R M. Jiold him in a dreary wildernefs, expofed 
v-^-v—' to hunger, and aflaulted by ftrong temp¬ 
tations. Now we fee him fingled out as 
the but of malice, and loaded with infa¬ 
mous reproaches. At one time, refting 
his weary limbs on the brink of a well, he 
is obliged to afk of a profane Samaritan a 
drop of water to quench his raging thirft. 
At another time a miracle is necelfary to 
enable him to pay tribute to Cefar. In 
(hort, the birds and the beaflis might boaft 
that their accommodations were fuperior 
to his : for the foxes had holes, and the 
birds of the air had nejis ; bat the Soil of 
man had not xvhcre to lay his head. 

Sometimes it happens that when the 
Iky, during the greater part of the day, 
has w’orn a lowering afpeft, the evening 
becomes pleafant and clear. We have 
feen this remark verified in human life. 
It was not however the cafe with Jefus 
Chrift. Thofe diftrefles which I have al¬ 
ready mentioned were but a prelude to 
what he was afterwards to fuffer. They 

were 
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were like the ftraggling drops which fall SERM. 
• before a ftorm. ^ 

The Saviour, having celebrated hislaft 
fuppcr with his difciples, and feeing the 
clouds gathering round him, retired to 
Gethfemane, in order to prepare himfelf, 
by folemn addreffes to heaven, to fuftain 
the impending (hock. In this fituation 
his foul was filled with horror. It was 
not that horror which is excited by a con- 
feioufnefs of guilt : it was that averfion 
from fufFering, which our nature, even in 
it’s moft perfeft Hate, muft feel, and which 
he felt in all it s force. 0 my Father! laid 
he, if it be pojfible, let this cup pafs from 
me. And, as if his very foul would have 
forced out it’s paflage to the world of 
fpirits, to feek a flicker from the florin^ 
large drops of blood iffued from the pores 
f)f his (kin, and falling to the ground, 
llained it with a crimfon dye. 

Now the awful moment arrived, in 
which the powers of darknefs were let 
loofe like hearts of prey. Scarcely had 
the diftrefled Jefus rileii up from prayer, 

I 2 ’V hen 
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when his foes entered the place of his re¬ 
treat. A band of men, armed with hoftile 
weapons, as if about to apprehend fome 
Jawlefs defperate aHaifin, was fent by the 
chief priells and the elders of the people 
to icize his perfon. But the meek and 
lowly Redeemer, though he could inflant- 
ly have obtained twelve legions of angels 
to alfifl him, fuffered his enemies to lead 
him as a lamb to theJUiughter ; and, as a 
(licep before her fiearcrs is dumb, Jo he 
opened not his mouth. 

Let our thoughts follow him to the 
feat of juflicc. "I'lic feat of juflice? 
Where Ihall it be found As if it were 
dillicull to find a judge hardy and wicked 
enough to condemn him, he is hurried to 
Annas lirft, next to Ckiiaphas, from Caia- 
phas to Pilate, iVom Pilate to Herod, and 
from Ilciod back again to Pilate. The 
longues of the wicked are hired to lay to 
his Jiargc things which he knexv not. What 
malice dichnes every e\prelhon ! Where 
arc r ow ih.ofc muh it tides who fo lately 
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filled the air with hofannas, and who cried s E R M. 
before him, Blejfed be he that cometh in '—,—^ 
the name of the Lord? Will they not 
fland lip to prote6l him ? Alas! they are 
eagerly joining in the cry, Awav with fmn, 
away with him, crucify him. Where are 
now his cliofcn friends, his twelve difci- 
plcs, who fo lately avowed their firm refo- 
luiion to (land by him in his extremity ? 
Dreadful refleflion! by the treachery of 
one he is betrayed, by another he is dif- 
owned with bitter curfes, by all he is for- 
faken, and abandoned to wretchednefs and 
grief. In vain docs the inconfiflency of 
his accLifcrs appear in open court. In 
vain are the ominous dreams of Pilate’s 
wife. In vain does the innocence of the 
venerable prifoner make itfelf manifefl. 

Malice triumphs over innocence; and the 
Son of man is doomed to a painful and 
ignominious death. The wicked judge, 
departing from the maxims of righteous 
judgment, feels his heart affaulted by un- 
ufual pangs, while with a pale counten¬ 
ance and trembling nerves, he figns the 

13 fatal 
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s M. fatal warrant of execution. Thou wretched 
V. " ■ t perverter of juftice! where is the boafted 

energy of the roman government ? Can 
it not redd the clamour of a tumultuous 
mob ? 

But what are the preparations for the 
Saviour’s death ? Is he not alTifted in his 
laft moments by fome humane prieft ? Ah 
no! See him in the hands of the barbar¬ 
ous foldicrs, who, to gratify their rage, 
invent circumftances of barbarity till then 
unknown. They array him in mock ma- 
jelly, they pierce his facred temples with 
a crown of thorns, and bow the knee 
before him in derifion. He is fpitted on, 
frnitten, infulted, and made the ridiculous 
fport of devils in human form. Now they 
lead him out, as a malefaftor, to the place 
of execution. According to the roman 
cuftom, he carries his crofs: but, over-; 
come with fatigue, he faints under his bur¬ 
den. His enemies, eager to glut them- 
felves with blood, hurry him along, and 
compel a ftranger to bear his crofi. 

Arrived 
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' Arrived at the fatal fpot, they ex¬ 
tend his limbs, and nail them upon the 
curfed tree, amidft the cruel acclamations 
of indignant men. How dolefully the 
hammer founds! Death rides in every 
ftroke. How liis limbs arc mangled and 
torn ! Lift up your eyes, my brethren, 
to Calvary, and fee your Saviour Jan- 
guifliing in all the awful folemnities of 
death. There hangs the Lord of eternal 
glory. What human heart does not fhud¬ 
der at the fight ? The fun, as ifafliamed 
to behold his Creator in fuch ignominy, 
hides himfelf, and refuies to fliinc: and 
the heavens alTume a mourning drefs. 
Here, the Jeornful priefts and (dders load 
him with reproaches. There the occali- 
onal traveller wags his head as an expref- 
fion of contempt. The thieves who are 
crucified with him infult him in his dif- 
trels: and they who hand by mock his 
thirft by offering him vinegar mingled 
with gall. In tliefe tragical circumftances 
he turns his eyes towards heaven, where 
he iiad often found an afylurn in diftrefs; 
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but not one gleam of comfort can he ob-» 
—' tain thence. The eternal God has clothed 
hiinfelf in dreadful vengeance, jefus 
Chrift feels all the terrors of divine wrath, 
and in the bitiernefs of his foul he cries out. 
My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken 
me ? —Hark! how awful is that groan ! It 
tears the veil of the temple, opens the 
graves, and rends the rocks. See ; again 
he jull lifts upwards his languidiing eyes, 
lie bows his head, and expires.—Now 
death rides Ins pale horfe in triumph, and 
boafls that the Son of God hath*-fallen a 
\itliin to his flroko. 

These dreadful pangs the Saviour en¬ 
dured in the behalf of cverv fincere be* 

j 

liever. While he was yet upon earth, 1 ki 
alTured his difciplcs that God fo loved the 
xoorld, that he gave his only hcgolleii Son, 
that wbofeever beluveih in him jhon 'd iwf 
perifh, but horcc eterfafluig ’^lijc. The 
vain pliarifiical jiian who imagines that 
his pretended riglueuus deeds arc to he: 
die vvcc of Ins redemption, has no folid 

John Vi\ 
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iEvi<lence that Jefus died for liim. Indeed ^ 
with his prefent difpofition he can have no 
juft value for the atonement of Chrift. It 
muft appear to him as a thing fcarely 
needful. 'I'liev alfo who, reijardlefs of 
real piety, live in the habitual praftice of 
evil, have no juft reafon to conclude that 
tlieir guilt is watticd away by tlic R edecn y 
er s blood. He died lor fuch onlv asjttifrn^ 
to him with hearty repentance, and with 
true faith. Come then, ye poor trem¬ 
bling fmners, come to the merciful Jefus. 
Proftrate yourfelves at his feet; and lay 
before him your forrow and }'our wants. 
Do not doubt his ability to favc you : for 
though he fell a vi6iiin, yet in falling he 
conquered death and hell, and he ^vilI 
hold them in everlafting fiibjcHion. Do 
not queftion his gootlnefs, lie groaned 
and died for your redemption. What 
greater proof of his love can you require? 
("oine with all your iinwonhinefs, and po¬ 
verty, and guilt, and wadi in the pure 
fountain of his blood, and be clean. In 
that you will find a bahn Ibr the wounded 

ro iifcicnce. 
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SE RM. confcience, and a remedy for all your for^ 
rows. By the ftripes of Chrift all your 
fpiritual maladies fliall be healed; by his 
chaftifement you (hall obtain eternal 
peace. 

Wnit-E we recolleft that the Redeemer’s 
fufferings are the price of our redemption, 
it ought to fill us with the deepeft humilia¬ 
tion. Ye are not redeemed^ faith the fcrip- 
lure, ^with corruptible things^ as fiver 
and gold. The wealth of the whole crea¬ 
tion is not fuflicient for the ranfom of one 
{inner. Neither can the blood of bulls, 
or of goats, take away our guilt. We are 
redeemed with the precious blood of Chrift^ 
as of a lamb without blemijh, and without 
f 'poL O that we may ever retain an hum¬ 
ble fenfe of the vafl obligations under 
which we are laid ! Our fins fallened the 
Redeemer to the fatal crofs. While wc 
look on him let us mourn to thinjc what 
fin hath dorie. 

Yi-s; it was f)i that crucified the Savi¬ 
our. Can we love that which murdered 

* I Peter i, 1 f?, &c. 
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the Son of God, and which, if it had not, sejim, 
would have plunged us into eternal ruin ? 

God forbid. Let us hate it in all it*s 
forms. Let us pray, and watch, and 
flrive continually againft it. O may the 
Father of mercies deliver us from it’s 
power, and conduft us to the manfions of 
purity and bleflednefs! There, if we be 
really his difciples, we (hall fee him who 
bled for our falvation, feated on a throne 
of glory. There, we {hall unite with the 
fpirits of juft men made perfeft, in faying 
with a loud voire, Worthy is the Lamb that 
wasJlain to receive power, and riches, and 
wifdom, and Jlrength, and honour, and 
glory, and blejfng, for evermore. 
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On the Expediency of the Sufterings 

of Christ. 


(Good Friday) 


Hebrews ii, lo. 

It became h im for whom are all things, and 
by whom arc all things, in hringmg ma¬ 
ny Jons unto glory, to make the Captain 
of their falvation perfeCl through fvf 
fering: 

I N orrk'i to obtain jult ideas of that 
wondcrTul lyftcin of redemption whicl^ 
IS conlaincu in the gofpel, it is neceflar)** 
that we trace out it’s origin, and thence 
proceed to mark its progrefs towards 
hna! confuinmatiori Long before time 

had 
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had any exiftence, God formed ihofc ^ 
wife counfels which produce the various 
^events that take place in this world. The 
full accomplifhment of his defigns is re- 
ferved for that period, when the angel 
Iliall lift vp his hand^ and /wear by him 
zvho liveth for ever and ever^ that therefiall 
be time no longer. 

Not to dwell upon the conneflion in 
wliicli my text hands: it is fuflScient juft 
to obferve that as many of the Jews en¬ 
tertained very grofs and carnal ideas con¬ 
cerning the Mcfliah, and concerning his 
kingdom, St. Paul attempts to reflify 
their miftakes. They imagined that he 
was to be, not an abjcci {uflerer, but a 
glorious temporal prince, and that he was 
to give them freedom from fcr\mudc, and 
dominion over the nations. Whereas the 
apoftlc teaches them that the intention of 
God w^as to redeem tlicjii from fin and 
mifery, and to ellablifh them in the pof- 
felTion of that inlieritance, of which the 
earthly Canaan was onlv a type or figure. 

In 
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In my text the Divine Being is menti- 
oned as one who hath a fovereign right 
to do what he pleafes. For him are all 
thingSy and by him are all things. For 
the good pleafure of God all created 
things exift, and by his power they were 
originally brought into being. As God 
is the moll glorious of all beings whatfo- 
ever, it is highly proper that he fhould 
make his own glory the ultimate end of 
all his proceedings. This is the fpring of 
all the various revolutions which take 
place in the courfe of providence, and the 
fource of our eternal falvation. And by 
what means foever his purpofes are ac- 
coinpliflicd, it is he who gives thofc means 
all their energy. 

St. Paul fpeaks alfo of a grand defign 
which God had formed, wdiich was, to 
bring many fons unto glory. This defign 
includes butli his adoption of them as his 
children, and his giving to them an inhe- 
ritancc. We arc not, in the ufual fenfe 
of feriptnre, the children of God natural¬ 
ly, but fpiritual!)'. \\v arc made fb in¬ 
deed 



^43 


the Sufferings of Chriff 

deed profeflionally by baptifm ; but it is ^ 
grace alone which makes us fo in reality. ^ 
-God, by his Holy Spirit, regenerates us, 
and makes us partakers of true faith in 
Chrift, and thus brings us into his family, 
and gives us the power*, or right of be¬ 
coming his children, and of claiming an 
intereft in him as our Father. Together 
with the title, he confers on us all the 
rights and privileges of his children. 
Hence the apoftle I'aith, If children then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs ‘with 
'\ChriJl, God gracioufly intends to give 
to all his children a goodly inheritance : 
not an earthly Canaan flowing with milk 
and honey, but a lieavenly one abound¬ 
ing with the fruits of ihc tree of life. Or, 
to ufe the language of my text, he pur- 
pofes to bring them to glory. 

With a view to the accomplidimcnt 
of this defign, Jefus Chrift is appointed to 
be the Captain of our (klvation. The ap¬ 
pellation here given to Chrift conveys an 
idea of difficulties and obftruftions in the 

• John i. 12, ij. + Rom. viii, 17. 
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way to glory. This idea is perfeSly con^ 
formable to the general language of fcrip- 
ture, and to the experience of all good 
men. The worlds and fin> and Satan, 
are all inveterate enemies to the children 
of God. It is through many a fore con- 
flift that the chriflian foldier makes his 
way to heaven. But Chrift is the Captain 
of liis people; he is their Commander in 
chief. He faves them from their enemies, 
and leads them on to vifelory, and to 
glory. Yet, in order to his taking pof- 
feffion of his fupreme dignity, as Head of 
the church, and to his being perfeflly 
qualified to lave his people, it was necef- 
fury tliat lie Ihould abafe himfclf, and be¬ 
come obedient to death; tliat he fhould be 
confecrated to his ollicc by fullerings and 
by blood. 

Tuts part of the counfel of God hath 
been already faifilled. Jefus Chrift hath 
fully performed the painful conditi -i, on 
which the falvation of his people de¬ 
pended. He veiled the clfential glories of 
his Godhead in human fh fh. He em¬ 
braced 
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braced a life of poverty, and ridicule, and 
’ pain. For the joy that was fet bejore him, 
he endured the crofs, and defpifed the 
^Jkame with which it was connetled. He 
continually went about doing good: but, 
in proportion as he multiplied his afts of 
kindnefs to men, their oppofition to him 
increafed. He patiently bore their infults 
and fcorn. At length the powers of dark- 
nefs are let loofc upon him. Earth and 
Hell confpire together to drag him to ut¬ 
ter deftrudion. As if he Vv^ere a notori¬ 
ous thief or murderer, he is taken into 
cuflody, and bound with thongs. The 
tongues of falfehood are hired to flab his 
reputation, and to take away his life. His 
adverlaries, not content with the ufual 
forms of law, add to their perfecution all 
the bitternefs of rage. They inflifl upon 
him punifliments, which neither the jew- 
ilh nor the roman laws ever impofed upon 
the vileft offenders. They fpit in his face, 

they ftrike him with the palms of their 
bands, they crown him with thorns, they 

* Hcb. xii. 2. 
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^ ^vi him with cruel mockery, andfet him 

up as the objeft of unfeeling contempt. 
Having at length exhaufted their invent 
tion in the exercife of barbarity, they lead 
him, covered with wounds, and blood, 
and marks of infamy, out to Calvary, and 

fallen him to the fatal crofs.-O my 

God, what an awful tragedy is here ex- 
Jiibited to view! What do our eyes bcT 
hold ? See, my brethren, the Son of God 
flniggling with all the horrors of a fliame- 
ful execution. The infatuated mob load 
him, in his dying moments, with repro.icli 
and fcorn. The inanimate creation feels 
a fympathetic (hock; while nien, fired 
with infernal rage, do their utmoR to 
render the Saviour s agonies more exqui- 
fitely bitter. The angels of God, as if 
fmitten dumb and motionlefs with fur- 
prize, now forbear to minifterto his wants. 
The adorable Majefty of heaven, whofe 
gracious prefence had often filled the foul 
of Chrift with lerenity and joy, now looks 
down upon him with frowning vengeance. 
Dreadful fituation ! His ciies and groans 

rend 
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rend the air. In pangs unutterable he sErm. 
bows his head and dies. 

Such was the path by which God re¬ 
quired that Jefus Chrift fliould go to the 
pofleflion of his dignity; and fuch the 
preparations neceffary to qualify him for 
being a complete Saviour. I am aware 
that it might be alked, If the fufferings of 
Chrift were the effeft of a divine purpofe 
or decree, why are the men who accom- 
plifhed that decree charged with blame ? 

My brethren, I confefs that I am not 
equal to the full inveftigation of fo pro¬ 
found a fubjeft. In the feriptures, the 
Redeemer s fufferings arc aferibed both to 
the purpofe of God, and to the wickednefs 
of men. The apoftle Peter, fpeaking of 
Chrift, fays. Him being delivered by the 
detrminate counjel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and "^fiain. On the one 
hand, I cannot impute the rage, and ma¬ 
lice, and barbarity of the perfecutors of 
Chrift to the Divine Being: for the ide^s 

♦ Afls ii. 23. 
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which I form of his perfeftions are fuch’as 
forbid me to fupppfe that he is the author 
of fin. On the other hand, I cannot coil- 
ceive of any event as coming to pafs with¬ 
out fome interpofition of an over-ruling 
providence. But how or where to draw 
the line between the influence of God and 
the aclions of men I know not. None of 
the decrees of God deftroy the liberty of 
the human will. The murderers of Chriil 
followed their own inclinations as freely 
as if they had been oppofing, inftead of 
accornplifliing, the divine inteiuions. 
However, I can eafily perfundc myfelf 
that God, who is infinitely wife, can in¬ 
terfere with even the moft wicked aftions 
of men, in fuch a manner as neither to 
contra6l any ftain, nor to become the 
author of ^ny mans fin, or of any 
man’s deftru.Uion, Inftead of indulging 
a vain curiofity in the contemplation 
of fuch fubje6fs, it becomes us rather to 
crxlaim with St. Paul, 0 the depth of 
the riches both of the wifdom and the 
knowledge of God ! Hoxo unfearchable 

are 
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are his judgments, and his ways paji find- 
ing out! Yet, we may difcover, that, fo 
far as God took any part in the infliftion 
of Chrill’s fufferings, he a6led with wif- 
dom and propriety: we may fee that it 
became him, that is, it was highly expe¬ 
dient for hihi, in bringing many Jons unto 
glory, to make the Captain of their falva- 
tion perfed, through fufferings* 

When Peter drew his fword in Geth- 
feniane, to defend his Mailer againft thofe 
who were about to apprehend him, Chrift 
informed him, that, if it [were expedient, 
he could foon have the alfiftance of ange¬ 
lic beings. But, faith he, how then fiiall 
thefcriptures be fulfilled, that thus it mvfi 
*be? Here then we perceive that one 
reafon why Chrift fhould fuffer was that 
the prophecies might be fulfilled. God is 
not a man, that he fhould lie, neither the 
fon if man that he fiioidd repent: hath he 
faid, and fhall he not do it 9 or hath he 
fpoken, and Jhall he not make it good 9 
Tlie prophets had largely foretold the fuf- 

* Matt, xxvi, 54. 
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ferings of Chrift, it was therefore necef- 
fary that they fhould be inflifled : for the 
word of God cannot fall to the ground.— 
But here the queftion returns upon us. 
Why were they foretold at all ? And why 
were they originally appointed? Upon 
this fubjedl: the fcriptiires afford ample in¬ 
formation. 

It was highly expedient that he who 
was to be the Captain of his peoples fal- 
vation, ffiould be acquainted with all the 
difficulties and fnares, to which they might 
at any time be expofed. It has fometirncs 
been the cafe with good men that throuo-. 
much tribulation they entered the kingdom 
of God. Many of them have been laid un¬ 
der the neceffity of laying down their lives 
in defence of the truth. To fuch a ffate 
of trial Satan well knows how to fuit his 
devices. Some of the temptations which 
tlie confeflbrs and martyrs of Chrift have 
endured, hav( fprung more immediately 
irom the dangers to which they have been 
expofed. Now as it is neceffary for him 
who commands an army to have experi¬ 
ence 
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cnee in warlike concerns, and in the ftrata- 
gems of an enemy, fo it was expedient 
that Jefus Chrift, who was appointed to 
lead his people to conqueft and to glory, 
lliould know experimentally the various 
devices of Satan. It is true, that, as God, 
he can fee with one glance every artifice 
of the grand enemy of our fouls. But 
Jefus Chrift confidered as God only is not 
our Saviour. It is God incarnate who 
niuft lead us to heaven. Therefore it was 
proper that in his human, as well as in 
Ills divine nature, he fhould be fully ac- 
quamiLu with thofc conflitls and fnares to 
which wc are liable. 

To be more partic^ilar. It is fit and 
proper that he, who was appointed to be 
the Saviour of his people, fhould likcwifc 
be able to fympathize with them, and to 
help them in every circumftance of dif- 
trefs. A flrong proof of this arifes from 
our own feelings. If we only hear of tlic 
diflrefs of a fellow creature, we may in¬ 
deed feci emotions of coinpafTion towards 
him: but wc cannot fully fvmpathize wit h 
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him, nor know how exquifite his forrows 
are. But if we ourfelves have felt the 
fame dillrefs, wc quickly enter into his 
views, and our bofoms feel a thoiifand be¬ 
nevolent feni'ations which olherwife we 
could not have known. In this manner 
the feripture fpeaks of the fufferings of 
Chrift. We have not, faith the apollle, aii 
high pricfl xoho cannot be touched with the 
feeling vf our infirmities ; but was in all 
points templed Like as toe are, yet ivilhout 
'"fin. And as he hinifelfhathfuffcred, bc^^ 
ing temp Led; he is able to face our them who 
arc \Lcniptcd: The chriftian, when la¬ 
bouring under fore trials and fiery tempta¬ 
tions, derives no fmall encouragement 
from the rccolledion that his compaffi- 
onate Saviour hath experienced the fame 
contlifls, and knows v/liat ki.id of relief 
is mofi fuitalde and proper. 

lu aecoinpliiliing the work of falvation, 
k v;as c xped 'nt and (it tl'iUt Jeiks Chrifi 
l/iould alio ie^ bcTon' »is at'* example of 
iijat ly.vi of religion v;ineh is oeculiar to a 
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ftatc of afBiftion. All the graces and vir- s 
tues of the Holy Spirit are implanted in ^—,- 1 -^ 
our hearts, at our lirft converfion to God: 
yet it is a faft, not only that fome of thofe 
graces are peculiar to the prefent life, but 
alfo that the wintry blafts of adverfity are 
necelTary to their nourifhment and growtlk 
If wc feel no pain, we have no need of 
patience. If we meet with nothing to 
crofs our inclinations, there can be no 
room for felf-dcnial, nor can our fubmif- 
fion to the will of God be complete. In¬ 
deed it may be faid of all the chriflian 
virtues, that they receive their higheft^ 
polifh from affliftions. Trials arc necef-, 
iary to our preparation for the heavenly 
Hate. The apoflle Peter faith, Nora for 
a feafon, if need be, ye ai c in heavinef 
through manifold icviptaLions: that the 
trial of your faith, hdng much more pre¬ 
cious than that of gold zvhich periJhcLli, 
though it be tried zoithfre, might be found 
unto praife, and honour, and glory, at the 
appearing of Jefas ^Chrijt, In the bear- 

* I Pet, i. 6, 


mg 



m 


On the E.ypcdkncy of 

^ trials we are naturally unfkilful and 

^ . ^ * weak. It is iiccefTary therefore that we 

fhould be, not only inftrufted by precept, 
but encouraged by example. Now, of all 
examples, that of Chrifl is the moll likely 
to prevail. When we hear the hi^ com¬ 
mands of heaven, their excellence we ad¬ 
mire, but in the performance of them we 
fail. But when wc fee Jefus Chrifl: prcl - 
fmg forward to glory in the face of oppo- 
fition and danger, when wc fee him en¬ 
during the moll dreadful fuflerings with 
humble patience, and w'itli the moil en¬ 
tire refignation, wlien wc hear him, in the 
^behalf of his murderers, faying, Father^ 
^forgive them, we fet 1 lenfations which 1 
cannot deferibe. With this lively pattern 
in view, wc can fniile at diftrefs, we can 
even glory in tribulation. The primitive 
teachers of chtillianity animated their fuf- 
fering brethren by reminding them of the 
Redeemer^ follows. ForafniiLch then as 
Ciinji hathfuffered fur vs in theJleJh, arm 
yourfelves likewife avV/? iJh'* fame mind* 
Chnf faferedfor us, kavino 'ks an exam-^ 
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pie, that ye Jliouldfollow his *Jleps, He for se^rm. 
the joy that was fet before him, endured the ^ 
crofs, defpifng the fhame, and is fet down 
at the right hand of the throne of ^God. 

If we confider further the weaknefs of 
human nature, and the many obftacles 
which there are to the proper exercife of 
faith, we muft judge it highly rcafonabic 
that God fhould give to his people the 
ftrongeft poflible evidence of his afl'efll- 
onate regard. This he hath done. The 
moft convincing proof of divine love that 
could be given, was exhibited on the crofs. 

God forefaw that our falvation would be . 
attended with the expenoe of the tears, 
and groans, and blood, of his beloved , 

Son ; and he determined that the price 
{hould be paid. This was not a debt due * 
to our merit: i. was an effufion of difin- 
terelled love. God commendeih Jus love to¬ 
wards us, in that while, we zeere yet finiiers, 

Chrijl diedfor us. The remembrance ol 
this ftrengthens our faith, and animates 
our hope. For if when wc were encvitt^^ 
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•we •were reconciled to Gody by the death of 
his Son: much more, being reconciled, ive 
Jhall be faved by his *life. The difciples 
of Clirift may boldly fay. He that fpared 
not his own Son, but delivered him np for 
us all, how Jhall he not xoith him alfo frec^ 
ly give us all 'fthmgs. In this difplay of 
the love of God the trembling (inner finds 
deliverance from his guilty fears ; and by 
it the chriftian is encouraged to place the 
fulleft confidence in God. 

But as divine love always a6ls in con¬ 
cert with infinite purity and rcSitude, fo 
it was expedient and right, that in the fal- 
vation of finners, God (iiould give the 
world a flriking manifeflation of his in¬ 
violable regard to holinefs and juflicc. If 
we all, in our own perfons. had fuflered 
tlic due pLiniihmcnt of our tranfgrelfions, 
we fhould indeed have feen the terrors of 
divine jiiRice; but we might have con¬ 
cluded theit. Its demands were too rigor¬ 
ous, and that it would have reflefted no 
difhonour on the Almighty if he had fell 
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|:hem afide. But fuch prefumptuous and 
fiijful reafonings are put to filence by the 
cfofs of Chrilt. The awful and bloody 
tranfaftions of Mount Calvary convince 
us that the punifhmeqt of fin proceeds 
from the immutable holinefs and reftitude 
of the Divine Nature, in no other in- 
flance whatever hath God given fo clear 
an evidence of his righteous and eternal 
hatred to fin, as in punilhing it in the per- 
fon of his own Son. This evidence it be¬ 
came him to give, left thofe who wilfully 
continue in fin, Ihould indulge tlie hope 
of being happy in a future ftate. If wc 
would enter the kingdom of heaven, wc 
muft become new creatures in Chriftjefus: 
for there Jhall in no wife enter into it any 
thing that dejileth, neither whatfoever work- 
eth abomination, or maketh a lie ; but they 
who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
God is of purer eyes than to behold evil, he 
cannot look upon iniquity: therefore, with 
him an unrenewed finner cannot have any 
communion» They who cluife fin as their 

* Kcv. v.xi. 27. 
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^ portion in this life, muft expefl mifery as 
^' their portion in the next. 

As the holy and righteous God defigned 
to bring his people to glory, it was expe¬ 
dient, that he fhould provide a fuitable 
atonement for their fins. The juftice of 
God requires, that they who ftand con¬ 
victed of rebellion againflhim, fliould not 
be admitted into his glorious prefence. 
But this is the cafe of every man. It is 
written, We all have f lined, and comeJliort 
of the glory of ^God, We were Jhapen in 
liiiquify, and conceived in \fm. Hence 
we are by naiiire the children of wrath : we 
arc condemned by the law, and made lia¬ 
ble to the awful confcquences of tranfgref- 
lion. UnlcCs reparation be made, our 
guilt muft eternally (hut us out of heaven. 
But we ourfclve.s cannot make this repara¬ 
tion. Wc cannot attain to that, which it 
is our dut\ to do: much Icfs can we make 
anv atonement lor our oftences. There- 
lore it is inanifeft, that, by the deeds of the 
law, ilicre jliall no JUfi be jnjlified in the 

•m 
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fght of*God, But what could 72 ( 3 ^ be done SE^M. 
by the law, God hath done for us by his 
grace. He made him who knew no Jin^ to 
be fin for us, that we might be made the 
righteoufnefs of God in \him. Our fins 
were charged to the account of Chrift, as 
if he had committed them in his own per- 
fon, and he bore the vengeance which 
they deferved. In like manner, his righte- 
oufnefs is placed to the account of every 
believer. We perceive, then, that the fub- 
ftitution of Chrifl in the finner s place hath 
opened the w’ay for the exercile of mercy. 

There is nothing in the nature of God, or 
in his government, to prevent the falva- 
tion of him who believeth in Jefus. The 
law, and the holinefs, and tlie jullice of 
God, do aftually concur with mercy iu 
advancing the cliriilian to glory. 

Seeing that fuch valuable and glorious 
purpofes are anfwered by the fuflerings ol 
Jefus Chrift, while, with Caiaphas, we 
acknowledge, that it was expedient that 
one man fhould die for the people, let us 

* Rom. iii. 20. i 2 Cor. v. 2j. 
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reverentially to adore that Being, 
'—»—* who is terrible, even in the brightefl: dif- 
plays of his mercy. At the beginning, 
when God commanded the various parts 
of the creation to exift, they fprang into 
being, through the power of his word, in 
a moment. All nature was obedient to 
his command, the morning Jiars fang to^ 
gci/icr, and the fans of Godfhouted for joy. 
Serenity and pleafure were fpread through 
the univerfc. But when he faid, Let licll 
Ihut her mouth, and let yonder guilty re¬ 
bels be pardoned, and exalted to glory, 
at that word of mercy an invifible hand 
rends the folemn veil of the temple ; the 
creation is hid in darknels; earth trembles 
to her centre ; the rocks are rent: the 
grave, as if [iirfeited with mortality, yields 
up her dead; and the Son of God, 
crufhed by tlic hand of vengeance, ex¬ 
pires in bitter pangs. 0 Lord! who is 
like unto ihee .jnong the Gods, glorious in 
holinfs, fearful inpraifrs, doing wonders? 
Surely, my chriflian brcdircn, when wc 
enter the lioufc of God, and engage in 

his 
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his appointed worfliip, we ought to banifli 
from us every vain thought, and trifling 
difpofition : we ought to recolleti;, tliat 
God is greatly to be feared in the affembly 
of the faints ; and to be had in reverence 
of all them that are about him, A fuper- 
ftitious or flavifh dread of him is foreign 
to the true fpirit of chriftianity ; but a re- 
fpeflful awe of the Divine Majefty is al¬ 
ways needful and becoming. 

Let thofe agonies, which Jefus Chrifi; 
endured for us, further teach us to bear 
( hearfully any fufferings for his fake, to 
which we may be expofed. The men of 
tills world are now what they always were, 
the enemies of real goodnefs. Juft be¬ 
fore our Saviour gave himfclf up to his 
murderers, he faid to his dife pies. If ye 
were of the world, the world would love his 
own ; but becaufe ye are not of the world, 
but 1 have chofen you out of the zoorld, 
therefore the world hatethyou. The fervant 
is not greater than his Lord. If they have 
perfecuted me, iJuy xoill alfo perf cute you. 
And, even to this day, it is not unfre- 
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^ quently feen, that thofe who dare to con- 

'—fefs Chrift before men^ are defamed and 
defpifed. The path which leads to glory 
may be thorny and rugged; but it is fafe, 
B/ the crofs is the right way to the crown. 
O then, conjider him who endured fuch 
contradiBion offnners againjl himfelf; lejl 
ye be wearied and faint in your minds* Let 
us remember what he bore for us. Then 
we (hall chufe rather to fuffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pLeafures of fin: and we fhall ^Ileem the 
reproach of Chrift, as a greater treafure 
than the wealth of the whole world. For, 
if we fuffer with him on earth, we know 
that we fliall alfo* reign with him in 
heaven. 
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On the Evidence of the Resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ. 


(Eafter Day.) 


Acts v. 32. 

IVe are his mtnejfes of thefe things ; and 
fo is atfo the Holy Ghojl, whom God hath 
given to them that obey him, 

S ometimes it is brought as a chargee 
againft the difciples of Chrilt, that 
their faith is too implicit; that they too 
readily admit as religious truths, things, 
of the reality of which they have no fuf- 
ficient evidence. This charge however, 
may be eafily fhown to be without foun¬ 
dation ; and confequently it will fall to 
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s E R M. the ground. It muft be confeffed, that, 
'—confidering the falfe mediums, through 
which, even objefts of importance are 
fometimes viewed, caution is needful, and 
efpecially in ihofe enquiries which relate 
to our eternal falvation. All true faith is 
founded on evidence ; and, this being the 
cafe, it will, in the day of trial, (land the 
fevereft teft. As it is at our peril, that 
we reje£i any divine truth, fo we fhould 
be careful, not to receive any thing as 
fuch, but what may be proved by the 
oracles of God. Yet, if any of the con¬ 
tents of thofe oracles be capable of receiv¬ 
ing additional evidence of their truth, 
from nature, from hiflory, or from rea- 
fon, we ought, as far as wc are able, to 
obtain that evidence. It will increafe the 
ftability of our faith and hope. 

Our contemplations have been recent¬ 
ly engaged by the terrible folemnities of 
Mount Calv^.ry, and the death of Jefus 
Chrift. At the clofe of that affefting tra¬ 
gedy liis body was depofited in a new 
itone vault belonging to Jofeph of Arima- 

thca. 
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tliea, a pious jewifh counfellor. It feems ^ 
that his difciples now abandoned their c—/ 
hopes, and were on the point of renounc¬ 
ing their religious profeflion, or> at leaft, 
of returning to the fecular employments, 
in which they had been formerly engaged. 

They had trufted indeed, that Chrift was 
he, zvho fhould have redeemed IJrael: but 
by his death they were thrown into the 
utmofl: confufion ; for as yet they knew not 
theferipture, that he viujl rife againfrom 
the dead. But, to their aftonifliment and 
joy, in lefs than forty hours from the time 
of his death, the Saviour returned again 
to life. He died in the afternoon preced¬ 
ing the jewifh fabbath, and rofe again 
very early in the morning after the fab¬ 
bath. When we are informed, that he 
rofc on the third day, we muft underftand 
it according to the jewifh mode of reckon¬ 
ing, that is, inclufively. According to 
ours, it would have been the fecond. 

This faft, the refurreftion of Chrifl from 
the dead, forms an interefting part, not 
only of facred hiflory, but of chriftianity 
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^ \ itfelf. It is a link in the chain of redemp- 

^,—* tion, without which, the whole muft be 
disjointed and broken. It is a comer (lone 
in the chriftian fyftem of doftrine. If you 
take away this, the whole fyftem itfelf 
will be like a city, that is broken down, and 
without walls. I grant that this is not the 
only fa6l, to which my text refers: the 
apoftle fpeaks of the alcenfion, as well as 
of the refurretlion of Chrift. But the dif- 
cuffion of both thcfe fubjefts at once, 
would lead me beyond the ufual limits of 
a fermon. I ftiaJl therefore confine my - 
felf to that, which is more particularly ap¬ 
pointed to be the fubjeft of this day’s 
commemoration. Peter and the other 
apoftles, addrefling themfelves to die jew- 
ilh fenate, boldly (aid. The God of ourfa¬ 
thers raifed up Jcfiis^ whom ye few and 
hanged on a tree. And we, that is, the 
apoftles and other difciples, are his wiU 
nejfes; and fo is alfo the Holy Ghof, 
whom God hath given to them who obey 
him. Let us examine into the credibi¬ 
lity of their teftimony. 


The 
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' TiiE Saviour^s refurreSion from the 
dead is repeatedly and exprefsly declared 
in the fcriptures; infomuch that, to deny 

this faft, is, to deny the authority of thofe 
Writings, and to become infidels by pro- 

feflion. This event was foretold in an¬ 
cient prophecy. David, in the fixteenth 
pfalm, perfonating the Meffiah, faid. Thou 
xcilt not leave my foul in hell; neither wilt 
thou fuffer thine Holy One to fee corruption. 
In feme parts of the new teftament this 
pafiage is exprefsly applied to the refur- 
letlion of Chrift; and any other applica¬ 
tion is virtually forbidden. The apoftle 
Peter fpeaks of it thus. The patriarch 
David is both dead and buried, and his fe- 
pulchre is with us unto this day. There¬ 
fore being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had fworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins, according to the fejh, he 
would raife up Chriji to fit on his throne: 
he, feeing this before, fpake of the refur- 
reEtion of ChriJl, that his foul was not left 
in hell, neither hisflejh didfee * corruption. 

* Aflsii. *9, &c, 
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The prophet Ifaiah alfo, fpeaking of 
Chrift, faith, When thouJhalt make his foul 
an offn'ing for Jiny he Jhall fee his feed, 
he fiall prolong his *days, Nov/ Chrift 
could not become a vitlim, and at the 
fame time fhun the flroke of the avenger 
of fin. Confequenlly, he could not pro¬ 
long his days, but by being raifed again 
from death. In a fimilar manner fpoke 
Ibvcral of the jewilh prophets concerning 
the Mefliah. And Jefus Chrift Inmfclf in¬ 
formed his difciples, that it was necellary, 
that he fliould fujfer many things, and be 
killed, and be raifed again the third fday. 
Likewife, juft after his transfiguration, as 
he came down from the mountain, he 
charged thofe of his difciples, who were 
with him, faying, Tell the vi/ion to no man, 
until the Son of Man he rifen again from 
the '^dcad. He alfo foretold his rel'urrcc- 
tion to the multitude at large. JDtflroy 
this temple, Lith he, fpeaking of his body, 
and in three days I will raife it ^np. I lay 

* Jfaiah liii. lo. i M.itt. xvi. :}: Matt. xvii. 9, 

^ Jehu ii. J9. 
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down my life that I may take it *again, 

* Thefe predittions did not fall to the 
ground: they were aftually fulfilled. 
From the third day after our Lord’s cru¬ 
cifixion, it was declared by the apofiles 
and others, that he had aftually rifen 
from the dead, and their tefliraony was 
confirmed by many collateral circumftan- 
ces, and by the Holy Ghoft himfelf The 
evidence of thefe wilnefles, as it will bear 
the ftritfefi ferutiny, fo it is worthy of 
univerfal credit and acceptance. 

These primitive chriftians nnifl have 
had the ftrongefl: rcafons for what they af¬ 
firmed concerning the Saviours refurrcc- 
tion, or furely they would not have 
efpoufed a caufe fo extremely unpopular 
and hazardous as was theirs. To become 
the propagators of fuch a report, was not 
the way to honour and wealth. It was 
morally impoffible, that, in fuch a caufe, 
they fliould enjoy the protetfion of the 
civil or ecclefiaflical powers, or that, by 
fuch a conduft, they fhould obtain the 

* John X, 17. 
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^ vr friendfliip of the learned, or accefs to the 
» * coffers of the rich. On the contrary, the 
gates of dignity and eafe, even if open to 
them before, would novr be effectually 
fhut and boked againfl: them. Indeed, on 
account of their attachment to the caufe of 
Jefus Chrift, they already appeared fuf- 
ficiently ridiculous in the eyes of the 
world. Under fuch circumflances, no 
man, in his fenfes, would have ventured 
upon the propagation of a report that 
Chrift tvas rifen, if it were untrue, becaufc 
this was the direft way to draw upon him* 
i’elf a ftill larger fhare of popular con¬ 
tempt. Befides, fuppofing that Chrift 
were not rifen, his difciples tnuft have 
been fully convinced that he was a de¬ 
ceiver ; and confequcntly, could have had 
no expccKitions from him as the Re¬ 
deemer of Jfrael. But they were fup- 
ported by a confeioufnefs of the truth of 
what they faid, and they placed the fulleft 
confidence in the almighty power and 
goodnefs of Clirift. I'hercfore, at the 
riik, or rather, at the certain ex pence, of 

character. 
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diarafter, of eafe, of profit, and of every 
thing, which men hold dear, yea, even of 
life itfelf, they proclaimed from fea to 
fea, and from Chore to fiiore, that Jefus 
of Nazareth, whom the Jews had with 
wicked hands crucified and flain, had burfl 
the barriers of the tomb, and had rifen 
triumphantly from the dead. 

Ne X T to their peculiar fituation, the na¬ 
ture of the evidence, which ihcl’e perfons 
give, prefents itfelf to our notice. Of the 
truth of the refurreftion of Chrift they 
ihcmfelves were fully perfuaded. That 
pcrfuafion however, was not derived from 
tradition, nor from dreams and vifions of 
the night. It was not the refult of philo- 
Ibphical argument, nor of mathematical 
demonftration. All thefe were foreign to 
the fubje6i, and could not have proved 
the fa6l either true or falfe. Neither did 
their perfuafion arife from the mere pro¬ 
phecies, in which the event was foretold. 
It was derived from fuch evidence as the 
nature of the thing more particularly re¬ 
quired. They were eye witnejfes of the 
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faft. They could fay to the world, Thai 
which we have heard^ which ice have feen 
loith our eyes, and which our hands have 
handled, declare we unto you, I will not 
fay that they aftually faw him conic out 
of the fepulchre. But upon going, early 
on the third day after his death, to the 
place of interment, they found there the 
grave clothes, in which the body of Jefus 
had been wrapped, but they found him 
not. Afterwards, they liuv'' liim alivt', 
they converfed with him, and eat and 
drank with him : and thev^ wcie too well 

j 

acquainted with his pci Ion to be under 
any miflake. Indeed ilic event was fo ex¬ 
traordinary, that fome of them could not 
at the firft, believe the teflimony of their 
own fenfes, Ihomas, when he heard 
from his brethren that Chrilt was rifen, 
and that they had feen him, was fo back¬ 
ward to believe ir, that he faid. Except [ 
jliall fet in h.s hands thep)vit of the nails, 
and put myfinger into the print of the nails, 
and thruji my hand into Ins Jide, I will not 
^believe. Yet he, and all the difciples foou 

* I hn \x, 25. 
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obtained the fulleft fatisfaftion. It was 
• not on one tranfient interview with Chrift, ,, 1 / 
that they founded their belief of his refur- 
re6lion. HeJhewed himjelf alive to them 
after his paffion^ by many infallible proofs^ 
being feen of them forty days, and fpeaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
'*God. 

If indeed, Jefus Chrift had fliewn him- 
fclf, after his rcfurretlion, to only one, or 
two, or half a dozen perfons, we might 
liave fufpefted, that they were under a 
ftrong dclufion. But, when a large mul¬ 
titude of people, in which are men of dif¬ 
ferent ranks, different difpofitions, and dif¬ 
ferent abilities, unite in bearing teftimony 
to the faft, we are borne down with the 
weight of evidence, and are conftrained to 
admit their teftimony as true. Chrift ap- 
peared firft to Mary Magdalene, and lec- 
ing her proftrate at his feet, faid to her. 

Touch me not; for I am natyet afeended to 
my Father: but go to my brethren, and fay 
unto them, I afeend unto my Father and 
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I 

your Father, and to my God and your 
*God, Next he appeared to the women, 
who, together with Mary Magdalene, were 
on their way to carry the tidings of his re- 
furredion to the +difciples. On the fame 
day, he appeared, in another form, unto 
two of the difciplcs, as they wer^ walking 
from Jerufalcm to JEinmaus. Then he 
appeared to Simon Peter: and, the fame 
evening, to the eleven ^poftles. After 
thit, he loas feen of above five hundred bre- 
then at once. After that he was feen of 
James; then of all the^apoJlLes. To thefe 
lafl; he Ihowed himfelf repeatedly; fome- 
times to a part of them, and foinetimes to 
the whole of them together. Now, if 
amongft thefe perfons, there were fome, 
who might be eaiily deceived, it could not 
be the cafe with all. Never did the world 
furnifli an inftance of fuch a multitude's 
being deceived, in a matter, the evidence 
of which Ly open to their fenfes. Never 
could hiflory render it probable, that fuch 

* John XX. 17. + Matt, xwiii. 9, % Luke xxiv. 13, &c. 

^ Luke xxiv. 35, ^c. {[ i Cor, xv. 6, 7. 
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a multitude would, at the expence of every 
temporal enjoyment, deliberately unite in 
propagating as true, what they knew to be 
falfe. Thefe witneffes confifted of learned 
and illiterate, rich and poor, credulous 
and incredulous, and yet, however differ¬ 
ent their defcriptions, and their fituations, 
they all, upon every occafion, agreed per- 
feftly in their evidence concerning the 
Saviour s refurreSion. 

But, if it be poflible, let us, for a mo¬ 
ment, imagine, that the difciples of Chrift 
did really intend to impofe upon the cre¬ 
dulity of mankind. In that cafe, how 
foolhardy, and how deftitute of common 
fenfe, mull they have been, to broach their 
falfehood in Jerufalem, in the very place, 
which was the moft likely to expofe the 
cheat! Had they been deceivers, would 
they have commenced their operations 
here ? Surely, no. They would have 
gone to fomc remote part of the world, 
where they might eafily have efcaped de- 
teftion. But they chofe the fpot where 
the event happened, the city, in which 
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^ dwelt the murderers of the Son of God, as 
-V—^ the very firft place, in which to fpread their 
report. They declared in the ears of even 
thofe who put Chrift to death, that he was 
rifen again. If their report had been 
untrue, it was impoffible that it fhould 
not be detefted and expofed. Men of all 
ranks were the avowed enemies of Jefus 
Chritt, and would have even 11 rained a 
point to prove that the report of liis refur- 
redion was falfe. The chief priclls and 
pharifecs fealecl the {tone, which covered 
the mouth of the fepulchre, and placed a 
guard there, to prevent the removal of 
the body. The foldiers indeed, who 
guarded the tomb, contradi6le(l the re¬ 
port ; but that contradiclion carried with 
it the moft glaring inconfiflcricy. His 
difcipleSy l:iid they, came by night, and 
pole, him a:cay ijohile we "^Jlept. If they 
were really adeep, how fhould they know 
that his difciples floic him away ? And, 
it is unreafonable to imagine, that, if 
they were awake, tliey would fuffer the 
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body to be removed. But, fuppoGng they 
'had fufFered it to be taken aWay, why 
were not the pel'fons concerned in the 
theft apprehended and punifhed? Thii 
would have been no difficult tafk; and 
yet it was never done. In fa6l, the report 
of his refurrefclion proved too ftrong for 
oppoliticn, and, even in Jerufalcni, it 
gained ground every day. 

Upon the fuppofition that the difciples 
of Chrift were irnpoftors, they would, no 
doubt, have atted with greater policy and 
caution. As they would have chofen 
fome other part of the world for their 
feene of aftion, fo, for limilar reafons, 
they would have waited, till the paffions 
of men had, in a meafure, fubfided. In 
that cafe, the weaker part of mankind 
would have been better prepared to give 
credit to arty delufive tale: and others 
would probably have been more carelefs 
in their oppolition. But while the Re¬ 
deemers crucifixion was yet frefli in every 
ones memory, and at a time, when his 
enemies had fcarcely recovered from the 
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^ vn^* tranfports of infernal joy, on account 
of their fuppofcd vi6lory, his clifciples 
publickly and boldly affertcd that he was 
raifed up from death. 

Many other circumftances, tending to 
corroborate the evidence brought by the 
difciplcs, might now be taken into conli- 
deration: but enough has been faid to 
convince any impartial perfon, that it is 
worthy of credit. I proceed therefore to 
take notice of a higher kind of evidence. 
We are wiinejjes, faidthe apoRles, and not 
we only, but alfo the Holy GIwJl, 'whom 
God hath given to them who obey him. The 
difciplcs of Chrift went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with figns fol¬ 
lowing, Hence it is faid. With great power 
the apofilci gave witnefs of the refurreLtion 
of the Lord ^Jefus, The Holy Ghoft, in 
order to confirm their word, enabled them 
to perform many miraculous things in the 
fight of the people. They fpoke and 
preached in a variety of languages, in 

* Afts iv. 33. 
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which they had never been previoufly in- 
yflrufted. In the name of Jefus, they 
healed all manner of fickneffes, reftored 
fight to the blind, raifed the dead, and 
exercifed power over unclean fpirits. And 
the fame powers which they poffcire"!, 
they imparted to other perfons. By thefe 
things, many were confounded, and many 
were convinced of the truth of the apoflo- 
lical dodrine, and brought to place the 
fill left confidence in Chrift, as a living and 
almighty Saviour. Now, the Holy Spirit 
would never have granted fuch powers as 
tilde to a company of deceivers. He ne¬ 
ver would have ftained his honour by giv¬ 
ing fandion to a lie. Of the performance 
of thefe miracles we have the moft refped- 
able and authentic teftimony : and no evi¬ 
dence to the contrary hath ever appeared. 
The libertines of later ages have indeed 
raifed fome fophiftica! objeftions againft 
them: but their objedions have again and 
again been proved to be frivolous. Thefe 
miracles were adually wrought; and the 
evidence arifing from them, in favour ot 
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the refurreftion of Chrift, is powerful and 
convincing. 

But I will mention another kind of tef- 
timony, which the Holy Ghoft hath borne 
to tlir truth of the faft, which I am now 
attempting to ellablifh. That very gof- 
pcl of which tlie refiirreSion of Chrilt is 
an eflential article, hath been made effec¬ 
tual for the falvation of thoufands and mil¬ 
lions of finncrs of every defeription. I'his 
kind of evidence fliines llrongly upon the 
prelcnt, as well as upon pall ages. It is 
well known, that the whole fyltem of the 
gofpel Hands in direft oppofition to the 
general prejudices of mankind. It*s doc¬ 
trines are a Humbling block to their pride, 
and its precepts arc difguHing to their 
talic. Multitudes profcls to believe it, up¬ 
on the hiHcTical evidence which they have 
of its irut):: but they refule to fubmit 
their tempers and their conduft to it s in- 
tluence. The pleafures of fin are capti¬ 
vating, and towards them our inclinations 
naturally tend. Yet, notwitliHanding thefe 

circuniHanccs, inanv H'd an attra 6 iive 
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jjower in the gofpel, which they are not 
able efFcftually to withftand. Their eyes 
are opened to fee it s beauty and excel¬ 
lence ; their hearts are opened to it’s moft 
penetrating influence ; and their lives are 
framed in obedience to it’s commands. 
We have feen the pride of genius, and 
wit, and learning, offered in facrifice at 
the foot of the crofs. The hypocrite has 
been conflrained to throw off his difguife, 
and to feek that robe of righteoufnefs, in 
which alone he can appear before God. 
The man, whofe flinty foul would not fuf- 
fer him to fhed a generous tear over hu¬ 
man mifery, has, by the power of the 
gofpel, been melted into fympathy and 
affetlion. The abandoned and profli¬ 
gate have been induced to renounce 
their guilty purfuits, and to become juft, 
and temperate, and holy. Thefe fafts 
were not peculiar to the apoftolical days; 
they, even now, frequently occur to our 
notice. It is irnpoflible that they (hould 
be the produftion of any human power. 
The labours of chriftian minifters are, in 
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the hand of God, often inftrumental in ■ 
doing good ; but, of themfelves, ihey 
never convert one fmner from the error 
of his way. The work is evidently that 
of an almighty hand. The falutary in¬ 
fluences of the gofpcl are, in the feripture, 
every where aferibed to the agency of the 
Holy Spirit. That he is the author of 
them, every true chriiHan knows experi¬ 
mentally. But, as the whole of the gof¬ 
pcl, if Chriil were not railed from the 
dead, muft be an impoflurc, I will leave 
it to CA'cry impartial man, to judge whe¬ 
ther it be probable, that, in that cafe, it 
would have received from heaven fuch a 
noble fanttion. I will leave it you all, to 
judge whether the evidence of the Savi¬ 
our s reluiTCciion, though it hath been ex- 
poled to tile ferutiny of ages, does not 
Hand, unfhaken. 

Jesus Cijiust hath nobly triumphed 
over death and the grave. Let the poor, 
the needy, the trentbling, rejoice. When 
Satan would tempt you to call in queft’ioa 
this wonderful, event, and when your be¬ 
lief 
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. Vief of it is ridiculed by men of corrupt 
hunds, rejoice that you have fuch incon- 
teuible evidence of it s truth. When you 
are bowed down under a fenfe of your 
meannefs, and unworthinefs, -and guilt, 
and when you are ready to fear the worft, 
remember that Jefus Chrift hath given the 
moll convincing proof, that he is able to 
fave to the uttermoft. Is there any thing 
too hard for him who hath conquered 
death ? O let the rentembrance of his 
rcfurretlion encourage you to confide in 
him for pardon and falvation : let it kin¬ 
dle in your bofoms the moft lively plea- 
fure. And when reflefting on that folemn 
moment, which fliall ufher you into the 
world of fpirits, banifh every gloomy ap- 
prehenfion, recolleft that Jefus lives, and 
that he is able to condu6l you fafely thro' 
the vale of death, Confide in him as your 
Saviour, and you (hall not die eternally, 
Recaufe Hive, faith he, yefkall live *alfo. 
Before I quite clofe my fubje£l, I 
would addrefs myfelf more particularly to 

* John xiv. 19, 
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S E you^ are about to approach jthe table/' 
of your Lord. Your are no\y going 
comipemoraie the higheft and raoft allot 
pifliing difplay of divine benevolence to 
fmful men. It is to be hoped, that you 
Jiave already indulged thofe reflexions, 
which are fuitable to the occalion: yet 
permit me to fay, that your views of tho 
crofs of Chrift receive their brightelt tint 
from his refurre6lion. This, if you are 
truly lerious, will animate your devotions, 
and inflame your hearts with heavenly afr 
feXions and dcfircs. The Redeemer hath 
fpread a table wjth the kind nu‘morials of 
his dying love: and he invites the poor, 
the helplels, the perifhing, to be his guefts. 

I imagine that I hear him fay, Behold,^ 
ye finners, the pangs, which I bore for 
your redemption. See ray body mangled 
and bruifed for your iniquities, and my 
blood poured out to wafh away your guilt. 

I died, not for angels, but for men: for 
you, who were my enemies. I beheld you 
(landing on the precipice of deflruftion: 

I pitied your hopelefs condition; and died, 
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fhat you might live. Come eat of my bread, ^ 
drink of the wine which / have miii- 
glm. Do this in remembrance of me, O 
what melting language is this! Let us, 
my brethren, obey the heavenly voice. 
And while we remember, that he groaned 
out his life for us wretched finners, let us 
alfo recoiled that he now' triumphs over 
death and hell. This triumph is truly 
glorious ; it renders our redemption com¬ 
plete. God hath raifed him up, having 
loofd the pains oj death; becaufe it zoas 
not poffible that he fwuld be Iiolden of iL 
lie hath laiisfied every demand of law and 
juftice. Let us therefore with deep hu¬ 
mility, celebrate the ftupendous love of 
the once crucified, but now rifen, Saviour. 
Happy, thrice happy are they, who fo 
eat the flefh, and drink the blood of the 
Son of man, as hereafter to fit down at 
the marriage feaft of the Lamb in the 
]tingdom of glory. 
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On ilie Importance of the Resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ. 


(Eaflcr Day,) 


1 Corinthians xv. 14. 

IJ Chriji he not rifcn, then is our preaching, 
vain, and your faith is alfo vain,' 

U R contemplations have recently 
taken a turn atnongft the horrors of 
cruelty, and fuflTenngs, and death. We 
have tal<cn a Solemn view of the crofirig 
Icenes of the life of Chrift. We have Teen 
him betraye d, perfecuted, and condemned. 
We have meditated on the bitternefs of 
his fuficrings, and have witneffed the pains 
and throes of univerfal nature, while (he 
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^held the agonies of her dying Lord. At s 
hra^death a i'ullen gloom overfpread the '— 
counienances and the hearts of his difci- 


ples. Notwithftanding all the refpe6l 
which they bore to his memory^ they 
were fearful, that their expeftations had 
been loo fanguine, and that they were 
now about to reap the bitter fruit of dif- 
appointmeut. We trufied, fa id they, that 
it had been he, whoJhould have redeemed 
JfraeL But, as yet, tliey knew not the 
full meaning of the feriptures, which fjpokc 
concerning him. 

On the third day, thefe clouds of dark- 
nefs began to dilperlc. Some women 
went to the fepulchre, in which their be¬ 
loved friend was buried, carrying with 
them fwcet fpices and ointments, that they 
might anoint or embalm his body: but 
they found him not. At the lirfl; approach 
of day, the grave, being in travail, felt 
an unufual pang, and was delivered of her 
firft born fon. The Almighty Saviour, 
having finiihed the work, which was given 
)iim to do, and having made full fatisfac- 
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tion for the fins of his people, refufed 
% ,..,■■■■■■/ be any longer fubje^f to the power of nv^/r- 
tality. He fhook off his chains, burft 
open the prifon doors, and returned again 
to life. This event was equally new and 
furprizing. So extraordinary did it ap¬ 
pear to the difciples, that at firfl they he- 
fitated to believe it. But they foon faw 
clearly, that he, who had fo lately been 
a bleeding viSim at the feet of death, had 
aftually revived, had completely difarmed 
the monfter of his fting, and had taken 
away the boafled viftory of the grave. 

The refurreftion of Chrifl from the 
dead was a fa£l, which required every kind 
and every degree of evidence, that the na¬ 
ture of the cafe could poflibly admit. And, 
in mercy to the church of God, notwith- 
flanding all the attempts of infidelity to 
render it doubtful, it ftands confirmed by 
every tefiimon}^, which even an infidel can 
Tvafonably demand. Some of the proofs 
of this event are mentioned by St, Paul, 
in the verfes which precede my text. 
Ghriil fliewed himfelf to his difciples rcr 
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i')eatedly, after his refurreftion. At one 
.tjoie, he was feen of above five hundred of 
tlitshreikren together. And lafi of all, faith 
the apoflle, he was feen of me alfo, as one 
born out of due time. The fafi: itfelf be¬ 
ing admitted, St. Paul applies it to the pur- 
pofe of confirming generally the truth of 
the gofpel, and particularly fome of the 
principal points of chriftian doftrine. In 
the text, he affirms, that, if Chritt were 
not rifcii, the whole fyflem of doclrine, 
which was fo zealoully propagated by the 
apoftlcs, would be abfurd and vain ; and 
tliat, in that cafe, the belief of the gofpel 
and a profeffion of religion could be pro- 
duftive of no advantage. My intention 
in this difeourfe, is, to fhow you the real 
importance of the refurreftion of Chrift. 
This I (hall attempt to do, by proving that 
it hath, not only a general and cllential 
connection with the truth of the holy ferip- 
turcs; but alfo a more particular and im¬ 
mediate influence upon thofe doctrines, 
the knowledge of which is neceflary to our 
falvaiion. 
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If it could once be proved, that Jefu?' 
Chrift did not rife again from tlie dead, /it. 
would at the fame time be proved that^he 
oracles of God are a mere impofture ; and 
the doftrines of Arilloile, and Plato, and 
other heathen phiiofophers, would be of 
equal authority with the bible. The Sa¬ 
viour’s refurreftioii is, in its conneftion 
with the various parts of feripture, like the 
key Hone of an arch. If you take it away, 
the whole mult fall: while it reinaias, it 
fuppons and is fupported by the rcll. All 
the prophets under the rnolaical creonomv, 
fpoke, more or Icfs, of the funerings of th<‘ 
Melfiah, and of the glory which Ihould 
follow. All their predictions on thclc fub- 
jefts llrongly imply that the Melliah 
Ihould be railed up from the grave; and 
they could not be fulfilled without it. Our 
Lord himfeir, before his lall fulferings, did, 
on many ditferent occalions, foretell, not 
only his death, but alio his refurreftion 
from the dead. Almolt whenever he fpoke 
of his death, he declared that, on the third 
day, he Ihould rife again. From that very 

day, 
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. day,theapoftles and other difciples pofitivc- 
i;v affirmed, that the event had really taken 
pk^.ce. Now, if it could be proved, that 
it hVd not come to pafs, the facred writers, 
both prophets and apollles, would be found 
falfe witnefTes ; and the gofpel itfelf would 
have been deflitute of its highefl: confirma¬ 
tion. Prophecy might have appeared 
wonderful; but it would have remained 
unfulfilled. The miracles of Chrift might 
have induced his cotemporaries to think, 
that he was a teacher fentfrom God ; and 
his death would have loft to the world an 
example of the noblefl: conflancy and pa¬ 
tience ; but, if he had not rifen from the 
dead, prophecy, and preaching, and mi¬ 
racles, and fufferings, would have com- 
pofed a carcafs void of life, a body with¬ 
out a foul. The refurreflion of Clirifl 
infufes vigour into every part of divine 
revelation. The gofpel in which tliis fa£t 
is a fundamental article, frequently tri¬ 
umphs over ignorance, and prejudice, and 
guilt, and is made the power of God uniif 
falvation. But, if it's leading principles 
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were falfe, it certainly would receive ncf' 

. ■' > fanftion from heaven. As the prevalencyb > 

of the gofpel proves the Saviour’s re^r* 
reftion to be true, fo his rcfurreflioil 
throws light on the prophecies, and ful¬ 
fils them, and lays fiich a foundation for 
human hope, as the powers of darktlefs 
fhall never be able to deftroy. 

By rifing from the dead, Jefus Chrift 
hath declared to the world at large, his 
Supreme Dignity. In the fccond pfalm, 
which fpeaks of the fufferings and the ex¬ 
altation of Chrift, it is faid. Thou art my 

»» 

Son, this day have I begotten thee. This 
expreftion is, by the author of the epiftle 
to the Hebrews, applied to the refurre6Hon 
of the Lord Jefus. He faith of Chrift, 
that he is made fo much better than the an-- 
gels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they. For unto 
which of the angels faid God, at any^ time. 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
"^thee? We are not to imagine that 
Chrift became the Son of God when he 

* Hcb. i. 4, t;. 
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left the grave. In his divine nature he 
’ was the Son of God from eternity, and as 
pai'taker of both the divine and the hu¬ 
man nature in one perfon, he was the 
Son of God from the firft moment of his 
incarnation. The meaning of the fcrip- 
ture juft cited is, that Chrift was, by be¬ 
ing raifed up from death, manifefted and 
proved to be the Son of the Moft High* 
Agreeably to which, St. Paul, in his 
epiftle to the Romans, faith of Chrift, that 
he was declared to be the Son of God, with 
power^ according to the Spirit of holinefs^ 
by the refurreElion from the *dead, Jefus 
Chrift, as the Son of God, claimed the 
moft abfolute and univerfal dominion over 
the church and the world, and aftually 
told his difciples, that all power was given 
to him in heaven and in 'dearth ; and his 
pretenfions were not groiindlefs. Had he 
continued in the grave, however we might 
have admired , his excellence, we could 
not have certainly known that he had 
power over death and hell. But, in a 

♦ Rom, i. iv, + Matt. xxviii!^8. 
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* vui^* Saviour,, we behold the L6rd of glo-' 
<—ry^ who is over all^ blejfeifor evermore. 
y The truth of the refurreftion of Cljrifl; 
is alfo infeparably conneQed with the be¬ 
lief of a future judgment. Natural reafon 
itfelf furniflies us with many prefumptive 
arguments, that there will come a day, in the 
which God will feparate the precious from 
the vile, in the which he will doom the 
wicked 19 deferved mifery, and put his peo¬ 
ple in polfelBoh of true felicity. But in the 
fcriptures this truth is fet in the cleareft 
C light. J.efus Chrift declared in the pre¬ 
fence of his perfecutors. Hereafter Jhailye 
fee thefon of man fitting on the right hand 
of power^ and coming in the clouds of ^hea¬ 
ven. He will then coipe, not as a man 
offorrows, and acquainfed with grief but 
as the Jhdge ^of quick, and dead. The 
apoftle Phul f^ith, Gbrf hath appointed a 
day; ^ ^ which he will judge the world in 
rigStibufi^^Si ly that man whom he hath 
ardaidei iwhei^of he hath given ajurance 
unto dttlneni in ihtt he hath rdifed him 
from the " And again he faith, To 

* Matt. xxvi. 64.. + Ails xvii. 31. 
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this end Chrijl both died^ and rofii ^ 

vived^ thcUt he might be Ldrd, both of ^he 
dead and of the living* We fkall all f and Y 
before the judgmentfeat ofChrifi:foT it is 
xvritten, As I live,faM the Lord, mery 
knee fhall bow to Trie, and every tmgmjkall 
corfefs to God. So then, every one of us 
fhall give .account cf kmfef to ^God. 
There may be fcoffers, walking after their 
own lujlsy and faying^ Where is the pro- 
mife of his coming? and, becaufe Jmtence 
againjl an evil work is not executed fpeedi- 
ly^ the hearts of the fons of rreen mdy be 
fully fet in them to do evil: but the day of 
the Lord will come upon them unawares, 
as a thief in the night. However men 
may now be difpofed to trifle with things 
of eternal moment, yet we all, yotmg and 
old, rich and poor, learncdahd illiterate, 
male ^nd female, bond and free, mull ap¬ 
pear before the tribunal of Chrifl. Thole 
who refufe to be &ved by hte now, fliall 
be judged by him then. Every ^guife 
(hall then be dripped off, and men fhall 
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® vni^* ^ their true and proper charafters. 

AH who live and die without the know¬ 
ledge and experience of religion, (hall 
then, without my refped of perfons, be 
loaded with chains of darknefs, and def- 
lined to perdition. All -who are not a- 
ftiamed in this ^orld to follow the defpifed 
Saviour, {hall then be welcomed into his 
kingdom and glory. The full evidence 
of all this we have in the refurreftion of 
Jefus Chrift from the dead. A greater 
confirmation of what Chrift hath taught 
concerning his judging the world cannot 
be given, till the event itfelf fliall take 
place. 

Here let us paufe a moment, and re¬ 
view the ground which we have already 
paiied. The truth of the holy gofpel, the 
fupreme dignity of Jefus Chrift, and the 
certainty of a Tutuije judgment, are fafts 
of the gr^ateft importance) and, by the 
refuff^iph of Chrift, they are fully efta- 
blifted; He therefore, who indulges any 
prejudice ^g^inft that gofpel, which re¬ 
veals to him die only method of falvation, 

who, 
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who, while h^ calls hixnlelf chriftian, 
treats the Saviour with indigi^ity, and who 
lives as if he defpifed the approaching day 
of trial, is really the enemy 6f God, and 
of his own foul. You muft fufiFer me, my 
brethren, to tell you, that, if this be your 
condition, you are in the high road to mi- 
fery, and God will laugh at your calamity^ 
and mock when your fear cometh. If you 
refufe to touch the golden fceptre of mer¬ 
cy, which he now holds out, you will 
Ihortly feel the iron rod of vengeance. 
Deftruftion will break in upon you like a 
mighty flood, and will overwhelm you" 
for ever. On the other hand, if you are 
true believers in Jefus, you will rejoice 
that the foundation of your faith is fo 
firmly laid, you will contemplate and re¬ 
joice in the grandeur of your fovereign 
Lord and Redeemers and you will defire 
above all things an intereft in that rijhte- 
oufnefs, in which alone you can pa& the 
fblemn fcrutiny, when He fhall app^r to 
judge the world. You will be fo far from 
following the giddy multitude, that you 

N 3 will 
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* will fa^ vain imagU 

nation; and every finfijl paffion; you v^ill 
foiSigo the deareff earthly enjoyments, and 
will count dU things but lofs, for the excel- 
lency^cf the knowtedgje <f Chr^l Jefusyour 
Lordp You viill then iikewife liften with 
humility to even the moft painful truths; 
you will renounce every falfe hope of hap- 
pinefi; and wilf be glad to poffefs an in- 
tereft in the death and refurreftipn of 

r 

Chriftj though it be at the expence of 
^fcvery ’ darling paflion, which the human 
he^ contains,—^But the fubjefl of this 
difcdurfe demands further inveftigation.. 

.To him* who is really and earneftly 
eoi&ernfd about his eternal welfare, the 
refurreftion of Chrift is a fa£i of greater 
igiportance than it can be in the eyes of 
the world. Ji hath an immediate influ¬ 
ence upon tlje fcriptural doftrine concern- 
.^tlmd of a #nper*s acceptance 
The oracles of truth every 
where reprefent man as a fallen Creature, 
as a being, who, by reafon of the tranf- 
greflion of his firft parents, comes into the 

' world. 
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vrorld, with th6 ftrong^ft propenfity to 
evil, and \^hb, m the genml courfe of 
his condu£l» wilfully agahift the 

authority of God. This W^art univerfal 
cafe: not one is exempted. We are all > 
hy nature the children of wrath. Our fins 
expofe us to deftruftion and defpair. But 
to him, who is awakened to a juft fenfe * 
of his condition, the gofpel of Chrift pro- 
pofes a remedy. The language of the 
Redeenjer is, Come unto me all ye that la^ 
bouTy and are heavy ladeuy and I will give 
you *rejl. The gofpel declares that Chrift 
bore the punifliraent, which was due to 
fin, that he fuffered in the ftead of guilty 
fmiicrs, and that by his blood alone their 
guilt is done away. It informs us, that, 
as the fins of men were aSually imputed 
to Chrift, fo his rightcoufnefs is, in like 
manner, imputed to all who truly believe 
on his name. The Son of God under¬ 
took to pay the dreadful debt, which we 
had incurred, and he hath paid it to the 
nttermoft; and hath obtained our full re- 

* Matt. xL 28. 
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serm. leafe* We are aflured^ that, whojbever 
believeth in himJhall not perijh ; but have 
everlajling ^life. He who feels his mala¬ 
dy will be ghl3 to hear of this fovereign 
remedy, and will rejoice in it*s application 
to his fouL But how could he, if Chrift 
were not rifen from the dead, afliire him- 
. felf, that the method of falvation which 
the gofpel reveals, is either true or fafe ? 
When juft about to lay hold on the pre¬ 
cious hope of eternal life, his heart would 
mifgive him, ,and his courage wduld die 
away. He would fay within himfclf. What 
evidence have I, that God hath accepted 
the fufferings of Chrift, as an atonement 
for my fins.»^ If juftice were fatisfied, 
would the prifoner ftill be detained ? In¬ 
deed, if Chrift had continued under the 
power of death, fuch hefitation and per¬ 
plexity would not have been without rea- 
fon. St. Paul exprefsly declares, that if 
Chrifi he not raifed^ your faith is vain, ye 
are yet in your ffns. While juftice re¬ 
mained unfatisfied, vengeance had it*s 

♦ John iii. i6. +1 Cor. xv. 17. 
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courfe: but when the man of forrows had ® 
fully paid the awful price of human re- 
dempiion, God gave him a fuU difcharg^^ 

This was a clear evidence that the work 
of redemption was compleated. Hence it 
is faid, Chrift was delivered for our of¬ 
fences ^ and wees rqifed again for our ^juf- 
tificatipn. So fully was God fatisfied with 
the mediation of his Son, that he not only 
raifed him up from the grave, but alfo ex- 
ailed him with his right hand^ to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repent¬ 
ance to Ifrael, and remijfon of ^fns, 

Thofe who are fenfible of their mifery and 
their need of Chrift as a Saviour, have 
now no caufe for hefitation or doubt in 
applying to him for mercy. To each of 
them it may be faid, Believe on the Lord * 
Jefus Chrijt, and, notwithftanding thine 
unworthihefs, thy confli 61 $, and thy fears, 
verily thou fhalt be faved. He hath con¬ 
quered death, and is able to make thee a 

lharer in his triumph. 

* 

* Rom. iv. 25. f Afts v, 31. 
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* Bti T the importance of the refurrcftioti 
of Chrift extends yet fu^cr: it yields' a 
powerful motive to a Ui^ of bdlinefs and 
conformity to God, Thk view of it is 
taken by the apoftle Paul, in the fixth 
chapter of the epiftle to the Romans. We 
are buried mth him, that is, with Gbrift, 
by baptifm into death, tfmt like as Chrijl 
wasraifedfrom the dead by the glory of the 
Father, evenfo wealfoJhouldwalk innew^ 
nefs of life. The refurreSion of Chrift is 
at once the pattern and the argument of 
of our refurreflion from the fpiritual death 
of fin to a life of holinefs and righteouf- 
nefs. When he left the grave, he (hook 
off the principles and habits of mortality, 
and entered upon a ftate of exiftence that 
was new, and heavenly, and divine. So 
when finners. are converted to God, they 
are brought put of darknefs into his mar¬ 
vellous fight, they are freed from the do¬ 
minion of fin and death, and are made 
new creatures in Chrijl Jefus. Tfieir ideas, 
their difpoGtions, their conduS, their 
hopes, their pleafures^ all become effen- 

liallv 
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tially different from what they were bfe- 
fore. They becpme dead indeed unto fin^ v— 
hut alive unto Godtythrougk Jffds Chrijl our 
L(frd. A3 the Saviour’s refurre&ion re- 
prefents to us that change, which the fin- 
ner experiences when he becomes a true 
difciple of Chrift, fo alfo it lays the chrif- 
tian under a perpetual obligation to walk 
before God in newnefs of life. If we hear¬ 
tily and fincerely depend upon the obedi¬ 
ence and fufferings of Chrift.for pardon 
and acceptance with God, we fhall feel 
the power of his refiirreElion. Our affec¬ 
tions will be weaned from temporal things, 
and fixed upon thofe which are eternal. 

We fhall, by faith, look into that world, 
to. which Jefus Chrift is gone to prepare 
tnanfions of glory for his people: and our 
expeQation of appearing with him in 
glory will conftrain us to put ojf the old 
man with his deeds, and to put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge, after 
the image of him who created him. Where 
there is a real dependance on Chrift as a 
living and almighty Saviour, it will evi¬ 
dence 
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• dfffnck itfelf by a confcientious regard to 
his commands, and will difpofe men to 
imitate his purity and perfeftion. 

Does not this motive to holinefs prrfs 
upon us with all it’s fprce? Do you not, 
even' now, my chriftian brethren, glow 
with defire to be made conformable to 
your divine Matter? While you fee him 
triumphing over fin, and death, and hell, 
for your fake, is there a fin that you would 
Kwifh to harbour in your breafts ? Is there 
f0A wifli, or a thought, that you would not 
tconfecrate to his fervice? Is there an 
^ earthly comfort that you would not facri- 
Jfice for his name fake? ^ Is there a croCs 
in religion that you would not chearfully 
endure ? I know your fentiraents and feel¬ 
ings. j You defire that all your powers and 
talents fliould be employed for him aloneijf 
You wi(h to concur with him in his de- 
figns. Hence, through the aflittance of 
his grace, you continually endeavour to 
ftem the torrent of Tin, and to keep a^ttea- 
dy courfe towards abr6luteperfe6);ion. Let 
then the Redeemers vi£iory over death 

animate 
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animate your hearts. Whatever difficul- s f R JiL 
^ V 111 

^ ties may meet you, you Ihall ^ercome ^ 
them. Jefus Chrift is the Captain of your 
falvation. He will never, fail, nor forfake 
you. 

I AM tiow led to obferve, Tfiithe lafl: 
place, that the refurreftion of Chrift’ is 
mentioned in the fcriptures, as an evi¬ 
dence and earneft of the refurreftion of 

f > 

the bodies of good men, at a future pe¬ 
riod, to bleffednefs.and immortality. Our 
fouls and bodies are, in the prefent world, 
intimate companions. The reparation of 
parties fo much endeared, and fo clofely 
connefted, tnuft naturally be attended 
with pangs. But, if we be fully affured 
that this reparation is only for a feafon, 
that, when the trumpet of the archangel 
fljall lhake heaven and earth, they fhall 
meet again, that they fhall meet without 
dullnefs, or difcord, or any imperfeftion 
whatfoever, and that they fhall dwell to¬ 
gether in glory, never to part any more, 

—if, in our dying moments, we be fully 
affiired of this, it will drive away the 

gloom 
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gloom jof,death, and will gild the dreary 
paflage%ith ferenity and peace. This af- * 
furance the difcipks of thrift derive from 
his refurreftionw It is written; If we be 
planted together ire the likenefs of his deaths 
xoe Jhall be alfo in the li%enefs of Ms. ^refnr- 
reCiion. If Chrijl be not raifed, thm they 
alfo who are fablm cfeep in Chrijt are \pe- 
rijhed. But, if toe believe that Jefus died, 
and rofe again, eveh fb them alfo who fteep 
in Jefus will God bring with JAm. Thu^ 
it appears, that even the body, the mean- 
eft part of our frame, is under the protec¬ 
tion of Chrift, and that, though it muft lie 
down in the grave, yet, by and, by, it (halt 
be fajkioned like'unto his glorious body. In 
this world our fouls and bodies, though 
intimately qpnneQed, have their momefits 
of variance-and‘difcorcL Sometimes the 

* 'a 

operations M the mind render the body 
weak and languid^ apd often the d^Hflelh 
clips th^ \vihgs <|f fetters 

the foul. t|^e :^|difagf&i^^ 
ceafe at death; ahd'^fle^ add ipirit fliall 

• Rom. vi. 5. +1 C6W xv. tSi J i Ttieff. iv. 14. 
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one day unite in the moft exalted harmo- 
ny. Our bodies, no morcfubjeft to wea- 
rinefs or decay, fliall then, together with 
our fouls, have thek employment and their 
portion in the glorious presence of God. 

You, who are prefendy to futmund the 
altar of the Lord, are going to receive the 
kind tokqps of your Redeemer’s love. It ♦ 
was not expedient, that, after his refur- 
reftion, he Ihould tarry long upon earth; 
but of our welfare he is never forgetful. 

In the inftitutiott of the facred fupper, he 
virtually faid to all his difciples. Iafcend 
to my Father, and your father, to my God, 
and your God. It u expedientfor you thoJb 
I go away: but I leave with you the me¬ 
morials of my regard. Let this bread and 
this wine call to your remembrance what 
I endured for your fake, I.et them con¬ 
vince you that though abfent from you in 
the body, I am attentive to your concerns. 

In my Father's houfe are many manjians. 

If it were notfo, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again. 
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receive you to myjelf; that 
w ^. M . f where lam^ there ye alfo may be* 1 am he 
who liveth^ and was dead; md behold, I 
am alive for evermore, and have the keys of 
/ hell and of death^O let the memorials of 
your Saviour’s love aniitoatc your courage, 
and raife your afPeflions to that ftate of 
glory, in which your love and your joys 
fhall be complete. Death will be to you 
the gate of heaven. The refurreSion of 
Chrift is an argument that you fiiall rife to 
life and happinefs. In the profpeft of that 
period, let our bofoms pant for immorta¬ 
lity, for glory, and for God. With fuch 
a profpeft before us, let us not fear, but 
rejoice.— Yes, blefled Lord! we do re¬ 
joice in the affurance that though we die, 
we (hall live again, live in thy glorious 
prefence, and ^ the uninterrupted enjoy¬ 
ment of thy fmiles. 
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On the Ascension of Christ. 

r 

(Arcenfi<m Day.) 


Mark xvi. 19. 

So then, after the Lord hadfpoken unto 
them, he was received up into heaven, 
and fat on the right hand of God. 

A mong the various articles of chyif- 
rian do£lrine« the Afcenfion of Jefus 
Chrift into heaven appears, to a difcerning 
eye, as one of the mpft animating and 
moft important. It begets and nouriflies 
in us the moft exalted ideas of the work of 
redemption, and of the approbation which 
that work received from the Moft High. 
On the crofs, the Son of man is fe^n niak- 

O ing 
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ing reconciliation for iniquity; at his re- 
furreSion, he is feen conquering and 
fpoiling our enemies ; in his afcenfion, he 
is beheld taking poffeflion of that glory, 
in which he and all his faithful ferv^nts 
are to dwell together for ever. This event 
did not indeed lake plac^ immediately on 
his return from the grave ; it was delayed 
for the fpace of forty days: hut the delay 
was intended to anfwer fome very falutary 
purpofes. 

The difciples were not lefs furprized at 
o^ir Lprd’^ rifing from the d,ead, than they 
had been at his crucifixion. The event 

i . • 

was fo new and extraordinary, that they 
could not at firft credit the teftimony of their 
own fenfes. Now,^ qs they were appoint¬ 
ed to be the witneflfes of h;s r^furreftion, 
it was abfolutely neceflary, that they thera- 
felves Ihould have the fulleft and clearefl: 
evidence of the fa6l. If they had feen 
Chrift come out ojF the grave, and afcend 
immediately to heaven, however convinc¬ 
ing it might have been to them, yet their 
teftimony to others would not have been 
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fo ftrong. But he fliowed himfelf to them ^ 
repeatedly, and eat, and drank, and con- 
verfed with them. So that they could not 
be under any miftake with regard to his 
perfon, or with refpeft to the truth of his 
refurreftion. Hence the evidence, which 
they give, becomes clear and forcible. 

Besides, they were to be employed in 
propagating the gofpel of Chrift, and in 
extending his dominion throughout the 
earth. They were to refift and over¬ 
power the prevailing fpirit and maxims of 
the world, to deftroy the empire of fin, 
and to reduce the nations under the au¬ 
thority of Chrift. They were to lay the 
foundations of a church, againft which 
the gates of hell (hould never prevail, and 
which (hould flourifh eternally. For fuch 
an undertaking, it was necefTary that they 
(hould be charged with an authoritative 
commilTipn, and that they (hould be fur- 
niflied with particular inftruftions relative 
to their conduft. Thefe they could not 
receive at any time fo properly as after 
the work of redemption w^as compleated. 

O 2 Their 
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Their minds had, for fome time before 
the death of Chrift, been in a gradual ftate' 
of preparation: but after he rofe again, 
they received more ample direftions for 
the formation of his church. He was feen 
of them forty days, fpeaking to them of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of * God. 

As they were to aft in oppofition to the 
powers of darknefs, it was eafy to forefee 
that innumerable difficulties would occur. 
The world would ufe it's utmoft endea¬ 
vours to deceive and enfnare them by its 
fmiles, or to terrify them by it's frowns; 
falfe brethren would rife up, to bring their 
caufe into contempt; and Satan would 
take the alarm, and ftir up his emiffaries 
to vilify them, and to drag them to pri- 
fon, and to death. With fuch a profpeft 
before them, they flood in need of pecu¬ 
liar encouragement. We may reafonably 
fuppofe, that Jefus Chrift, before his afcen- 
fion, gave them many a killd affurance of 
proteftion and fupport. When he gave 
them their apoftolical commiffion, he faid. 
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Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world. The recollefition of this v .. 

would, no doubt, animate their courage 
and.their zeal, and would enable them to 
rife fuperior to every obftacle which they 
might meet. It would make them glory 
in tribulations, and triumph in the con¬ 
fidence that their conflifts fhould be 
crowned with endlefs viftory. 

These and other gracious purpofes be¬ 
ing anfwered, the folemn moment of re¬ 
paration drew near. Jefus led his difciples 
out from Jerufalem to that part of Mount 
Olivet, which was adjoining to Bethany ; 
and there gaye them his farewell charge 
and benedidlion. While he blefles them, 
angels hover round the place, with the 
trumpets of God in their hands. As the 
winds and the fea had formerly obeyed 
him, fo now the bright clouds of heaven 
wait on him, in readinefs to perform his 
will. Upon one of thefe he feats himfelf, 
as on a triumphal car. Captivity chained 
to his chariot wheels, he drags along in 
triumph. Thofe faints who came out of 
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ificir graves after his rfurreSion, now 
V—-v—^ probably attend him as the firft fruits of 
his viftories. While the difciples, filled 
with the moft folemn delight, are atten-^ 
tively gazing upon this awfully majeftic 
fcene, he afcends with a Jhout, and with 
the found (f a trumpet. As far as poffible, 
their eyes follow him in his afeenfion; but 
foon he is received up out of their fight. 
"Ihe pearly gates of heaven are opened 
for his reception, the heavenly harpers 
pour forth on every fide their fweeteft 
melody, and the Redeemer takes his feat 
in glory. 

The afeenfion of jefus (Jhrift is a me¬ 
morable and important epocha in the hif- 
tory of redemption. Here we fee the Son 
of man, at the conclufion of all his toils 
and forrows, entering into his reft. Now 
he appears in heaven, as the reprefenta- 
tive of his people; and, in our nature, fits 
down on the throne of God, to exercife 
the fupreme government over heaven and 
earth. 


When 
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WttEN Chrift made his appearance up- SE^RM. 
on earth, it was, as a root out of a dry ^^—* 
ground. In the opinion of the world, he 
had no form nor comelinefs. He was a man 
of forrows and acquainted with grief But 
he did not come to court the fmiles of the 
multitude. He came to perform a work 
fo difficult, that it could be accompliflied 
by none but an almighty hand; and to 
fuftain a burden fo weighty, that the uni- 
Verfe w-as languifliing and (inking under it, 
and, without effeftual relief, muft have 
funk under it for ever. He came into the 
world tofave fnners. In the execution of 
this talk he met with difficulties and ob- 
ftacles innumerable. Befide the viciffi- 
ludes of life, to which, in common with 
all, he was liable, he had fome trials, 
which are known to no others, except 
his myftical body the church, and fbme, 
which were peculiar to himfelf. Pie was 
furrounded by the flatteries and the frowns 
of men, and by the temptations of Satan. 

He was expofed to the rage of earth and 
hell. In proportion as he laboured to 
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w. fave others, they attempted to plunge him 
’—into abfolute and irretrievable ruin. And 
the Supreme Majelly of heaven poured 
out upon his head vials of burning wrath. 
Yet, for the joy which was Jet before him^ 
he endured the crofs, and defpifed the Jhame, 
He funk down into death ; but death with 
all it’s horrors, could not difcourage him. 
His profpefts extended beyond the grave. 
Thou wilt fhow me, faid he, the path of 
life: in thy prefence is fulnefs of joy, at thy 
right hand there are pleafurcs for ‘^eroer- 
more. And the ifliie proves, that his con¬ 
fidence was well founded. St. Paul in¬ 
forms us, that this man, cfter he had of 
fered one facrifce for fns, for ever fat 
down on the right hand of '{God, His war¬ 
fare is over, and he now wears the crown 
of viftory. The fackcloth and afties of 
humiliation he hath for ever laid afide. 
Every tear is dried up from his furrowed 
cheeks. Tl^e fiery darts of Satan cannot 
reach the place of his abode. He is ftill 
indeed perfecuted in his followers: for 

* Pfalm xvi. II, ^ IJeb. X. I2, 
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whatfoever difrefpeft is fliown to even the s e r m. 
meaneft of them, he confiders as an in- ^ 
dignity offered to himfelf. The wicked 
defpife his authority, and would fain li¬ 
terally crucify him qfrejh. But, though 
he bear long, he will by and by arife to 
take vengeance. However, he is perfbn- 
ally beyond the reach of their power. He 
no more taftes the gall of affliftion. He 
hath exchanged the cup of bitternefs for 
the ineffable delights of heaven. As, at 
the fir ft, God refted from his work of 
creation, fo Jefus Chrift, having finiflicd 
the work of redemption, hath now entered 
Into his reft. 

But it is not for himfelf alone, that he 
is gone into heaven: he appears there as 
the reprefentative of his people, Thougii 
he is not prefent with us in the flefti, yet. 
he is the manager of our concerns. If his 
longer flay upon the earth could have 
yielded any folid advantage to his church, 
he would have delayed his departure. 

But, all things confidered, it was beft for 
us, that he fhould go into heaven. When 
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his difciples grieved at the idea of his fe- 
paration from them, he faid. It is expedi¬ 
ent foryouy that I go *aivay. His leaving 
of his people is not a forfaking of them. 
He is not gone away from us, as one who 
is wearv of his connexion with us, or re- 
gardlefs of our welfare. He faw where he 
could moll effentially promote our intereft, 
and thither he is gone for that purpofe. 
The apoflle Paul, fpeaking of the heaven¬ 
ly Rate, faith, Whither the forerunner is, 
for us, entered, even '\Jifus, The bufi- 
nels of a forerunner is ufually to carry 
tidings of importance, or to prepare for 
the arrival of thofe whom he reprefents. 
Upon an errand fimilar to thefe is Jefus 
Chrifl gone before us to the abodes of 
blils. He hath carried thither the tidings 
of our redemption. With what eagernefs, 
w’c may fuppofe the inhabitants of hea¬ 
ven to alfcmble round the throne! His 
perfon they behold with admiration. At 
the relation of his toils, and fufFerings, 
and vidorics, every countenance is fixed 

^ John x\i. 7. ^ ilvb. vi. 2ft. 
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in deep attention. All heaven is filled serm. 
with folcmn delight. The work of re- , % * 
demption is truly glorious. In heaven it 
gives perpetual life and joy. In hell it 
occafions endlefs confufion and trembling. 

It is no where, except in this world, looked 
upon or treated with indifference. Strange 
infatuation! Man, who is the only be¬ 
ing, for whofe benefit the work of re¬ 
demption was defigned, is the only being, 
who confiders it as unworthy of his notice. 

Thofe however, who trifle with it now, 
will hereafter, perhaps to their everlaff- 
ing forrow, be fenfible of its great im¬ 
portance. 

As the forerunner of his people, JcTus 
Chriff is gone to pro\’ide alfo for every 
one of his faithful fervants a refidence in 
the manfions of glory. In order to com¬ 
fort the hearts of his difciples, he faici to 
them, Li my Father s hoiife aremavyman- 
Jions ; if it were 7iot /d, f xvould have told 
you: 1 go to prepare a place for *yoiu 
Having fully performed the conditions on 

* John \iv', z. 
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^ which our falvation was fufpended, he, in 
^—w —» our name, claims and takes poffeflion of 
the promifcd reward. To his difpofal are 
fubmitted all the glories of the heavenly 
ftate; and from his hand every chriftian 
will receive his due proportion of felicity 
and honour. If we be the fervants of God, 
we have more than the mere reverfion, or 
the promife of a heavenly inheritance: we 
have the inheritance itfelf virtually in our 
pofTcflion ; for Jefus Chrift hath taken 
pofleflion of it for us. I’his inheritance is 
fo valuable, that, if our title to it were 
not very clear, we fliould be liable to per¬ 
petual jealoufy and fufpicion concerning 
our right. But our title is as full and clear 
as polfible. The price hath been paid, 
and pofleffion is given. There can be no 
doubt now, to whom the right of inheri¬ 
tance belongs. It belongs to the children 
of God, to the brethren of Jefus Chrifl. 
If we believe in Chrift, we fliall not perijh^ 
but have everlajling life. 

We may further confidcr Jefus Chrift 
in his altenfion, as the great High Priefl of 

OUT 
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our ptdfffion entering into the holy place, s E r M. 
to make interceffion for his people. Under v—w 
the Jewifti oeconomy, the high pried an¬ 
nually, on the great day of atonement, 
having fird offered facrifice both for his 
own fins, and for the fins of the people, 
entered into the holy of holies with blood, 
and fire and incenfe. The blood he was 
to fprinkle upon the mercy feat, and be¬ 
fore it; and the incenfe he was to burn, 
that the fmoke of it might fill the place. 

Thefe things were a figure for the time then 
prefent. They were intended to reprefent 
the mediation and interceffion of Chrid. 

Jefus Chrid offered himfelf in facrifice, not X 
indeed for his own fins, for he was with¬ 
out fpot or blemifti, but for the fins of his 
people. And fliortly after, he entered 
into the divine prefence. Not by the blood 
of goats and calves, but by his own blood, 
he entered in once into the holy place, hav^ 
ing obtained eternal redemption for us. He 
is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are figures of the true ; but 
into heaven itfelf now to appear in the 

prefence 
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SERM. prefenct of God for *us» There he ever 
^ i liveth, to make interctfjion for them, who 
come unto God by \him. The prayer 
w’hich he offered up a little before his cru¬ 
cifixion, {hows us the nature of that inter- 
ceflTion for finners, which he now makes 
in heaven. He prays that his mediation 
may become effe£lual for the everlafling 
happinefs of every one who does now, or 
Ihall hereafter, believe on his name. He 
does not afk with that hefitation, which 
too frequently accompanies our prayers: 
he afks with autliority. Father^ faith he, 
1 xvill that they alfo zvhom thou hajl given 
me^ be with me where / avjb, that they may 
behold my glory, which ttivM haJl given Jwe. 
He pleads for his church like an able ad¬ 
vocate. Hence it is written. If any man 
fm, zoe have an advocate with the Father, 
Jefus ihrijl the ^righteous. He pleads a 
good caufe, and before an impartial and 
merciful Judge, and does it fuccefsfully. 
Satan is a bufy adverfary: he is the ac- 

* Ileb, ix. 12, 24. t Hcb. vii, 15. if John xxii. 24^ 
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cufer and calumniator of the brethren. 
The world rifes up againftus in judgment. 
And our own confciences often reproach 
us. Our bell duties are blotted with im- 
perfeftions; and we too often fall into fin. 
Thefe are fo many obftacles to our falva- 
tion. But againft them all Jefus Chrift 
plead§ the infinite tnerit of his atonement. 
This plea is irrefillible. The blood is 
fprinkled on the Mefcy Seat, and before 
it, to remain there as a token that the 
law and the jullice of God are fatisfied. 
Chrift s interceflion rifes like fragrant in- 
cenfe before the throne of God, and, by 
the b}ood of fprinkling, is rendered truly 
efficacious. It is this, which gives our 
poor prayers all their value, and makes 
them acceptable to our heavenly Father. 
It is this, which fantlifies our obedience, 
and makes it like a facrifice of a fweet 
finelling favour. The intercelfipn of Chrift 
is to his friends a fountain of living wa¬ 
ter, and to his enemies an overwhelming 
torrent pjF deftruftion. 
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^'^'Jesus Christ, at his afcenfion, took 
pofleflion alfo of the fupreme government 
of heaven and earth. It is true that, as 
God, he is, equally with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, the Creator and Cover* 
nor of the univerfe. He created all things 
for his own glory, and governs them ac¬ 
cording to his righteous will. To this 
abfolute dominion he hath an unqueftionr 
able right; for all created beings are every 
moment dependant on him for whatfeever 
they enjoy. But the cxercife of this right 
does not forbid the acquifition of another. 
The government of which I now fpeak, is 
a mediatorial government, a government 
which he exercifes in the human nature, 
and his right to which is fpunded in his 
humiliation. He humbled himfelf *and bc^ 
came obedient unto death, even the death of 
the crofs. Wherefore God alfo hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name, which 
is above every name: that at the name of 
Jefus every knee Jhould bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth ; and that every tongue 
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I. 

Jhould confefs thot JfeJus Chrijl is Lord, to 
the glory of God the ^father, The fupreme 
authority which is committed to Chrift, he 
will continue to exercife, till the final con- 
fummation of all things lhall take place. 
Then fliall the Son of man deliver up the 
kingdom to God, even theFather, Then 
the whole oeconomy of grace will have at¬ 
tained it’s utmoft maturity and perfeQion; 
and will be all in all. 

But, to return. Our Lord, as the Su¬ 
preme Governor of heaven and earth, has 
all the holy angels at his command. What¬ 
ever may be their rank, their order, their 
numbers, they are all the adminillrators 
of his authority. By him tl*ey are fent 
forth as miniftering fpirits, to miiiijicr for 
them, whoJhall be heirs offalvation. Some¬ 
times they are commiflioned to deliver 
the faints of God from their difirefles. We 
are informed, that when the high prieft and 
his ailociates had imprifoned the apoftles 
for preaihing the gofpel, the angel of the 
Lord by night opened the prifon doors, and 

* Philip, ii. 8, See, + i Cor. xv. 24. 

P brought 





226 


On the Afcenjion oj Chrijt. 

brought them ^forth. And though we do 
not now fee the angels with our bodily 
eyes, nor hear them fpeak with an audible 
voice, yet we have reafon to think, that 
the deliverances which we from time to 
time experience, are frequently, if not 
always, brought about by their miniftry, 
> Sometimes they are employed to proteft 
good men from imminent dangers. When 
the king of Syria fent a hoft of to 
take the prophet Elifha, the fer^mt of 
Elilha was exceedingly difmayed. But 
the prophet prayed for the young man, 
that the Lord would open his eyes. And 
the Lord did fo : and the young man faw; 
and behold the mountain wasfull of horfes 
and chariots of fire round about AElifha, 
Thefe were the angels of God, by whofe 
miniftry the prophet was kept in fafety. 
They are fometimes commilTioned to finite 
and deftroy the enemies of God’s church. 
The hofts of Affyria encamped againft 
Jerufalem: but the Lord faid, / will de^ 
fend this city to fave ity for my own fake^ 

* Aftsv, 19. t 2 Kings vi. 17. 
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andfor my fervant David's fake. And it 
came to pafs that night, that the angel of '— 
the Lord went out, andfmote in the camp 
of the Affyrians an hundred, and fourfcore, 
and five thoufand: and when they arofe 
early in the moaning, behold, they were all 
dead ‘^corpfes. In all die various difpenfa- 
tions of divine providence, angels are, in 
fome way or other,, concerned, and will be 
fo, till the whole fyflem of providence fliall 
be compleated. In the end of the world, > 
they will gather together the eleS from the 
four winds, from one end of heave^i to the 
other. And they will gatJur out of the 
kingdom of Chrijl all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity ; and will cafi 
them into a furnace of fire, where there 
fhoLl be wailing and gnafhing of ^teeth. 

In the wife and wonderful ceconomy of 
grace, the Holy Spirit himfelf, afis in 
fubordination to the Son of man. Hence 
it is, that our Lord fpeaks concerning him 
with authority. He mentions him as the 
Comforter, whom he would fend from the 

* 2 Kings xix. 34» 35* + Mat. xlii. 41, 4*?, 
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SE^RM. ^Father. And again, he faith to his dif- 

>—ciples. If I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you ; but, if 1 depart, I will 
fend him unto fyou. We are not to fup- 
pofe, that the Holy Ghoft, is, in refpe£l 
to his nature, inferior to Jefus Chrift. He 
is truly a divine perfon, and is equal in 
every perfeclion to both the Father and 
the Son. But I now fpeak of the part, 
which he takes olficially in adminiflering 
the covenant of grace. His bufinefs is 
principally, though not entirely, with the 
Icrvants of Chrift. He imprefles many a 
conviflion upon the minds of the wicked; 
fo that they cannot always fin with that 
eafe and pleafure which they affe£l. Sin¬ 
ners, for the moft part, have many checks 
and ftings of confcience, their refiftance 
of which will one day cover them* with 
confufion. But the Holy Spirit is chiefly 
employed in the regeneration of men, and 
in preparing them by his fanftifving in¬ 
fluence, for the kingdom of heaven. He 
convinces of fin, and humbles the finner 

* John XV. 26. + John xvi. 7. 
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before God. He intercedes for us at the ^ E R M, 

X 

throne of grace, by difpofing our minds ^ 
to prayer, by kindling within us a holy 
fervency of defire, and by imparting to 
us an humble faith in the Lord Jefus. He 
leads us gradually into an experimental 
acquaintance with the fyftem of divine 
*truth. He is the agent, by whom we are 
fupported and ftrengthened under all the 
conflifts of life. He prevents us, or re¬ 
claims us from wandering away from God. 

He makes us conformable to the image of 
Chrifi. He gives us the viftory over fin 
and death, and guides us in fafety to hea¬ 
ven.—In adminiftering the authority of 
Chrift, the angels, and the Holy Spirit, 
the God of angels, heartily concur in the 
fame defign, that is, in promoting the 
glory of the Redeemer, and the falvation 
of his church. They arc employed in 
ufing the means of forwarding our falva¬ 
tion and felicity, and he in giving to thofe 
means their efficacy and value. And their 
united operations kindle in the hearts of 

• John xvi, 13. 
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SERM. good men a flame of gratitude, which, 
^ ^ like the holy fire on the altar, burns night 

and day, a flame, which will never go 
out. 

It may be obferved, that Jefus Chrift, 
as the Sovereign of the univerfe, hath all 
the enemies of his church under his abfo- 
lute controul. They cannot without his 
knowledge, frame any device for hurting 
or ruining the fouls of men. They cannot 
accompli(h any of their wicked purpofes, 
but by his connivance or perrniflion. He 
holds them all in chains. He can fay, 
e\en to the moft powerful of them. Hi¬ 
therto [halt thou comc^ but no further» He 
can defeat their intentions, and reflrain 
their rage. He can turn the counlels of 
Ahituphcl into fooliflmefs, and thus make 
Iiim inilrumental in fruftrating his own 
fchernes. Satan may tempt, and that too, 
fometimes in a manner the moft fearful 
and diilreflirg; the world tray perfecute, 
or may ipread its fnares, to make us fall; 
and fin may allault our hearts, and fill us 
■svith confufion ; but thefe enemies are all 

under 
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under the power of Chrift. They cannot 
co^jae beyond the limits of his permiflion. 
And thofe who depend on him for viftory, 
he will never fuffer to be overcome. He 
is faithful: from what quarter foever our 
temptations may arife, he will never fuffer 
tis to be tempted above what we are able^ 
but will with the temptation alfo 'make a 
way to efcapCy that we may be able to bear 
Ht. 

As King of faints, Jcfus Chrift keeps 
all his people in a ftate of continual de- 
pcndance upon him, for every blefling 
which they enjoy now, or hope to enjoy 
hereafter. He is a fountain, from which 
ftreams of mercy are perpetually flowing 
into every department of his church. Do 
his fervants ftand in need of fpiritual wif- 
dom ? He fends his Holy Spirit to guide 
them into all \truth. Do they want com¬ 
fort in the viciflitudes and troubles of the 
chriftian life ? The fame Spirit he fends 
as a comforter to abide with them Jor Xever^ 
In faft, all their wants he richly fupplies; 

* I Cor. X. 13. + John xvi. 13. John xiv. 16. 
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and all their croffes he converts into real 
—' and fubftantial benefits. But thofe who 
honour him moft, by the livelinefs and 
vigour of tlieir faith, he honours moft, 
by the abundance of fpiritual bleffings 
which he grants them. If, in the pur- 
fuit of happinefs, we w^ander from him* 
we entangle ourfelves in innumerable 
difficulties : but if w’e fimply and habitu¬ 
ally confide in bis promile, w^e obtain 
ii large portion of true enjoyment. It 
is not by the carnal fecurity, which, in 
th.cir profperity, men are fo apt to in¬ 
dulge, nor by the carnal reafonings, wffiich, 
in their advrrfity, they arc fo prone to 
follow, but by believing in Chrift, that 
the cLi'iflian thrives, and grows up to rna- 
’ turity. It is our Lord s gracious pleafure, 
that our eye ftiould be fteadily fixed on 
himl’elf. ^Vhile it is thus fixed, we are 
happy; but wdien once it begins to waver, 
WT are furrounded and diftrefled by dark- 
iiefs and confufion. 

1’his fubje6i; may ferve to fliow us, why 
it is, that the chrillian cannot have that 
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relifli for the things of the world, which ^ 
gives to other men fo much apparent fatis- '— 
fadlion. They who confine their attention . • 
to the prefent life, eagerly hunt after it’s 
wealth, and court its noify honours, or 
delight thenifelves with intemperance, and 
revelling, and worldly mirth ; and they 
wonder that any perfon fhould refufe to 
tread in their fteps. Ye vain fenfual men! let 
me tell you that the cliriftian’s beflfriends, 
and his highell expetlatiuns are in hea¬ 
ven, and that his principal enjoyments arc 
fuch as flow from the throne of God. As 
a man, he feels indeed the neceflity of a 
portion of the goods things of this life : as 
a chriflian he hath learned to hunger and 
third; for nobler bleflings. He confiders 
himfelf as a candidate for heaven; and in 
meditating on the glories of Chrift, in re¬ 
ligious converfation, or in reading a page 
of his bible, he finds pleafure nioi e iub- 
Itantial and more worthy of regard, than 
that, which whole ages of wealth or in¬ 
temperance can yield. His prefent enjoy¬ 
ments, however, are but a prelude to 

greater; 
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^ ; for ere long, while the wicked 

'—' fink down in endlefs mifery, he (hall reign 
^ with Chrift in glory.—Yes, ye humble fol¬ 
lowers of Jefus, notwithftandiifg all your 
conflifts, and all your fears, you (hall 
reign with Chrift in glory. O take en¬ 
couragement. Lift up your heads, for your 
• redemption drazveth nigh, Jefus Chrift, 
who is gone into heaven, will alfuredly 
come again, and receive you to himfclf. 
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SERMON X. 


On the Effusion of the Holy Spirit. 


(Whit-Sunday.) 

* 1 ^ 


Acts ii. i, 2, 3, 4. * 

When the day of penteenjt zoas fully come^ 
they icei'c all with one accord in one place. 

And Juddenly there came a Jbund from 
heaven, as of a rufling mighty wind, and 
it filled all the hoiife where they were 
Jit. ting. And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it Jut 
upon each of them. And they were all 
Jdled with the Holy Ghofi, and began to 
fpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 

T he return of this feafon of the year s e r m. 
calls upon us to look back to the ^ . 

infancy 
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infancy of the chriftian church, and to 
contemplate the wifdom of God in the in- 
troduftion of the gofpel difpeniktion; and 
proper views of fuch a fubject are happily 
calculated to afford the moft lively plcah 
fure to the lovers of real religion. 

Jesus Ch r i s r , while be fojournedrfwlth 
Ills difciples upon earth, taught them to 
believe, that under his immediate influence 
and fupport, they were to be the founders 
of the new tcflament cliurcli: and, with a 
view to the forwarding of this defign, he, 
juR before his afcenfion, commanded them 
to tarry at Jerufalem, tMl they fiiould re¬ 
ceive the Holy Spirit, which he had pro- 
raifed to fend down from heaven. It is 
probable, that they did not fully com¬ 
prehend the inftruftions, which they re¬ 
ceived ; yet, being well afibred of fome 
extraordinary communications fromChrifl, 
they, in obedience to his command con - 
tinued together in the city, and employed 
ihcmfelves in the daily exercifes of de¬ 
votion. 


When 
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W HEN the day, in which the Jews of- SERM, 
fcrcd to God the firfl: fruits of their bar- ^ ^ 

veft, and cc»nmemorated the giving of 
the law on mounts *Sinai, and which is 
called, in my text, the day of pentrr.J}^ 
zvasfully come, the difciples zvere all mth 
one accord in one place; perhaj-^s, in tlie 
upper room that is mentioned in the pre¬ 
ceding chapter. Among the Jews, il.e 
day is always fuppofed to begin in the 
evening ; but it is not reckoned as fully 
come, till the fhades of night are with¬ 
drawn. It was therefoie early in the 
morning, that the difciples, clolely united 
to one another in afi'etiion, and delight¬ 
ing in each other’s company, were afl’em- 
bled, to prefent their united devotions to 
God, and to wait for the manifeftations 
of his favour. And fuddenly there came a 
found from heaven, as of a rvJJdng mighty 
zoind, and it filled all the h':ufe zjohere ihey 
were fitting. 1 his was a foh rnn introduc¬ 
tion to the event, which was juft about 
to take place; and it could not fail to ex- 

* Lev. xxiii. 15. and Ex. ch. xix. 


cite 



On the Effujion of the Holy Spirit, 

• cite the clofeft attention. While they 
were earneftly defirous to know what this 
ftrange found (hould mean, there appeared, 
unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, 
and it fat upon each of them. Thefe fiery 
cloven tongues were fignificant emblems 
of the Holy Spirit, with which the Savi¬ 
our had proraifed, that his difciples (hould 
be baptized, and were perhaps intended, 
particularly to point out the variety and 
the efficacy of thofe gifts, with which the 
apoftles were filled. Variety fcems to 
have been reprefented by their being clo¬ 
ven, and efficacy by their having the ap¬ 
pearance of fire. 

By the term Holy Ghoft, which is ufed 
in the text, is fignified the extraordinary 
communications or gifts, which were im¬ 
parted by the immediate operation of the 
Divine Spirit. Thefe were poured out in 
great abundance, firft upon the apoftles, 
and afterwards, upon many other of the 
primitive chriftians. They were endued 
with the power of converfing and preach¬ 
ing freely in many different languages, 

without 
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without any human inflruftion. Hence, 
as foon as the Holy Ghofl: defcended up¬ 
on them, th^ began to /peak with other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
Belidcs this, they received ability to heal 
all manner of dil'eafes, and to caft out de¬ 
vils, and to raife t he dead to life, without 
the ufe of any ordinary means. They 
were alfo furniflied with an uncommon 
fhare of wifdom, and difeernment, and 
faithfulnefs, and zeal, to qualify them for 
the due execution of the important offices, 
which they were to fill in the chrifiian 
church. 

Such an extraordinary effufion of the 
Holy Spirit was not intended as a mere 
oftentatious difplay of the divine power* 
It was defigned for real ufe, even to us, 
upon whom the latter ages of the world 
are come. In this difeourfe, I propofe to 
confider it as a noble and convincing tef- 
timony in favour of the doctrine, which 
the apoftles taught, and as a flriking re- 
prefentation of the manner, in which the 

Son 
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Son of God hath determined to promote 
'—^' and maintain his intereft in the world. 

The fyftem of divine truth, hath, in 
all ages, been fubftantially the fame: but 
the brightnefs or the obfcurity, with which 
it has been attended, hath varied, accord¬ 
ing to the different oeconomies, which have 
been eftabliflied in the church of God. 
The lateft and clearefl: difeovery of it is 
contained in the doftrine of jefus Chrifl 
and his apoftles. The Redeemer gave a 
commiffion to the twelve to go into all the 
worlds and to preach the gofpd to every 
^creature, that is, to every human being, 
who might be willing to hear. As men 
were to be the fubjefts of their miniflry, 
fo the doflrinc, which they were to teach, 
was particularly fuited to man as a fallen 
creature. Accordingly, when they opened 
their coimnilfion to the world, they taught 
that men were finners, and that, by rea- 
fon of fin, the whole poflerity of Adam 
was brought into a ftate of condemnation 
and ruin. It appears from the fermous 

• Mark xv'i. 15. 
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and writings of the apoftles, that they con? 
fidered the fouls of men, as enflaved by 
fenfuality and (in, and as (lained with 
guilt of the deepeft dye, and confequently, 
as being expofed to everlafting mifery and 
(hame. St. Paul informs us, that By one 
man Jin entered into the worlds and death 
by fin ; and fo death pcjjed upon all men, 
for that all have finned., By the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to * con¬ 
demnation, This doflrine is a neceCTary 
preparative for the reception of the gof- 
pcl of peace: for, till men are deeply 
convinced, that their condition as linners 
is awful and dangerous, they cannot be 
truly defirous of that falvation, which the 
gofpel reveals. And, though there are in 
every man's heart, and in almoft every 
circumftance of life, fad proofs of human 
depravity, yet, till a divine light (hows 
men their wretchednefs, they are never 
humbled on account of (in. 

When the apoftles went forth to preach 
the gofpel of falvation, they unfolded and 

* Rom. V. 12 , 18. 
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s M. fpread out to public view a fyftem of doc- 
f trine, which is fuitable to man in no other 
charafter than that of a finner* The felf- 
righteous Pharifee faw no beauty in the 
fcriptural plan of redemption: but he who 
became fenfible of his finfulnefs, and de- 
firous of obtaining mercy, leaped for joy 
when he heard the preachers declare that 
, pardon was freely bellowed upon every 
true penitent. To them who groaned un¬ 
der the burden of fin, and trembled at the 
v(^ngeance, to which they were expofed, 
the difciples of Chrifl every where pro¬ 
claimed good news. They told a plain 
artlefs tale, and laid it as the foundation 
of all human hope. They declared, that 
Jefus of Nazareth was appointed of God, to 
be the Saviour and the Judge of the world: 
that, though he was equal with God, yet 
he took upon him the form of afervant, and 
was made in the likenefs of *men: that he 
was made under the law, to redeem them 
who were under the \law: that he was de¬ 
livered to death for our offences, and^ was 

* Philipp, ii 7. + (Jal. iv, 4, 5. 
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raifed again for our *juJlification: that he ^ 
is gone into heaven^ and is on the right v . 
hand of God^ angels^ and authorities^ dnd 
powers being madefubje£l unto fhim : and 
that, unto them who look Jor him^ he fhall 
appear the fecond time, without fin, unto 
\falvation.' All the bleffings of the gof- 
pel they freely offered to fuch as were wil¬ 
ling: to receive them. The vileft of men 
might believe and repent; and, if they 
poffeffed fuch repentance and faith as if- 
I'ue in fincere obedience to God, they 
would undoubtedly be faved. All true 
faith in Chrift worketh by love, and is pro- 
duftive of holinefs. Therefore the apof- 
tles unite in faying, Whofoever believeth in 
Chrijl, Jhall receive remiffion of fins. 

These important doftrines were typi¬ 
cally reprefented by the facrifices and 
other ceremonies of the jewifti church. 
They were the objefts, towards which the 
eye of prophecy was' continually direfted. 
They were, in fome meafure, known to 
even the patriarchal ages of the world. 

• Rom. iy. 25. + I Pet. iii. S2. J Heb* ix. 28. 
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s E R M. But the abfeurity, in which they had for- 
merly been veiled, was totally removed 
by the miniftry of the gofpel. The apof- 
ties fmgled out the perfon of the adorable 
Saviour, and Jet him forth evidently before 
our eyes. They opened to public view the 
treafures of infinite mercy, and invited the 
poor and wretched to partake of them. 
And they folemnly declared, that fuch 
perfons as (hould obftinately continue to rc- 
jeS their inftruftions, (hould be expofed to 
all the terrors of eternal wrath. The light, 
which, by their miniftry, was thrown up¬ 
on the method of falvation, gave it an air 
of novelty. The doftrine itfelf, which 
they preached, appeared to the fuperficial 
eye unreafonable and romantic, and was a 
ftumbling block to men of all ranks. Man¬ 
kind, though deeply interefted in the truth 
of the gofpel, were fo far from being pre- 
poIfelTed in it’s favour, that, on the con¬ 
trary, they were filled with fuch prejudices 
againft it, as the ftrongeft powers of rea- 
foning could not remove. As the apof- 
tles exercifed. their miniftry in fuch cir- 

cumftances. 
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ctimftanccs, and as they exprcfsly andT po- ^ 
fitively marked out the charaSers, which 
fhall hereafter be admitted into heaven^ 
and thofe which (hall be doomed to hell, 
it became indifpenfably necefTary, that they 
fliould be able, not only to adduce weighty 
and convincing arguments in defence of 
their doQrine, but alfo to (how fome vifi- 
ble demonftration, that it had the fanftion 
of God. Befides, the Jewifh people, when* 
ever any extraordinary charafter had been 
raifed up amongft them, had been accuf- 
tonied to fee fome vifible proof of his mif- 
fion: it was therefore to be expe6led that 
they would require *bme fuch proof of the 
miffion of the apoftles ; and the more ef* 
pecially, a^ thefe men affumed greater 
powers, than had been veiled in any of 
the prophets fince the time of Mofes. The 
condition of the world in general, that of 
the Jewifh nation in particular, and a va¬ 
riety of concurring evehts, required that 
the apoftolical doftrihe fhould have fome 
extraordinary tokens of the Divine appro* 
bation and fupport. 

Qs 
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SERM. The miraculous powers, with which, 
on the day of pentecoft, the difciples were 
endued, were very proper evidences of 
the truth of thedoftrine which they taught. 
It is true that falfe apoftles have had their 
fgns and lying wonders, to deceive the 
peopl^ but thefe, when brought to exa¬ 
mination, have invariably been found de* 
feSive. Whereas, the genuine gifts of 
the Holy Spirit filled the minds of fenfible 
men with a pleafing furprize. They bore 
a ftriking analogy to the general fcheme of 
the gofpel. As this was a fyftem of mercy, 
fo they were chiefly of the benevolent 
kind. Under their influence, fight, and 
hearing, and health, and life^ were fcat- 
tered round about, and the difeafed and 
miferable were made to ling for joy. From 
them, no one, except the impenitent fm- 
ner and the infernal fpirit, had any thing 
to fear. If, in fome particular cafes, the 
apoftles were enabled to inflift exemplary 
punilhment upon offenders, it might 
ferve to convince the world, that, if they 
Ihould obftinately rejefl the falvation, 

which 
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which the gofpel revealed, they fhould 
hereafter be expofed to the vengeance of 
that Being, whofe mercy they fet at 
nought* To the mind that is not hari- 
ened through the deceitfulnefs ofjm^ thefe 
extraordinary gifts muft appear to be, not 
only the moft fuitable, but alfo the moft 
convincing proofs, that the gofpel%f Je- 
fus Chrift is worthy of uniyerfal accept¬ 
ance. 

The gifts of the Holy Ghoft, like the 
doftrine which they were employed to de¬ 
fend, gloried in an open expofure. They 
difdained to hide themfelves in holes and 
corners. They challenged the feverell 
examination of men, and they nobly flood 
the teft. When deceivers have boldly 
ventured upon the propagation of fuper- 
flitious errors, and have boafled of the 
pofieflion of miraculous powers, they have 
always taken care to difplay their abilities, 
in the prefence of fuch perfons only as 
were interefled in their fuccefs. But the 
true gifts of the Holy Spirit were alike vi- 
lible to all. When they were exercifed, 
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fircets, and highways, places of pub^ 
lie refort, were moflly the fceftes 'of ac*- 
tion, and men of every defeription, as 
well foes as friends, were the fpeOators. 

Should any one enquire, why thefe 
extraordinary powers were not continued 
in the chriftian church, I will take upon 
me tcHhfwer, that their continuance was 
not needful. It has been already obferved, 
that, at the introduftion of the new tefta- 
ment oeconomy, many circumftances ren¬ 
dered it neceffary, that there fliould be 
fome vjfible and remarkable tokens of it’s 
having the divine fanftion : but the fame 
neceflity does not exift now. The gofpel 
was never intended to be fubjeft of vain 
curiofity : it was defigned to be the objeft 
of faith. God hath given fuch evidence 
of it’s truth, as ought to fatisfy every bo¬ 
dy, fuch as will leave the carelefs and un¬ 
believing without excufe. The exercife 
of thofe miraculous powers, by which the 
apoftolical doftrine was confirmed, is a 
queftion of faQ, a queftion, which hath 
long fince been decided by the mofl cre¬ 
dible 
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dible teftimony, by fuch teftimony as, in 
any other cafe, never fails to lilence every 
objeftion* We can have no reafonable 
doubt, that fuch powers were bellowed 
upon the primitive difciples of Chrift. 
And, inftead of being difpleafed, thatthofe 
extraordinary communications were only 
temporary, we ought rather to addre and 
applaud the wifdom that withdrew them, 
when they became no longer necelTary, 
Seeing that the gofpel of Chrill hath 
received fuch high confirmation, let us be¬ 
ware of treating it with indifference. When 
rrien fuffer themfelves to trifle with that 
truth, in the fupport of which heaven it- 
felf is engaged, they Ihow a fatal difre- 
gard to their own falvalion. Shall we 
then live, as if we did not believe the gof¬ 
pel to be of any real importance? Shall 
we treat it with the fame levity, as if it 
were an idle tale ? Shall we turn a deaf 
ear to the voice, which calls us to felicity 
and glory ? Let us banilh Ibch an unwor¬ 
thy dil’pofition from our hearts. Let us 
make the facred volumes the objeft of our 

daily 
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SE^M. daily concern. Remember, that thefe 
writings are big with happinefs, or with 
mifery, to us all. It is both our indifpen- 
fable duty and our invaluable privilege, 
to conveife much with the bible, that we 
may become wife unto falvation. The 
fcripture lies open before us; and thpf^ 
parts of chriftianity, the knowledge of 
which is effential to human happinefs, are 
written in the plaineft and moft intelligible 
manner. Ignorance in any man, is wil¬ 
ful, and criminal, and dangerous. If you 
be truly fenfibleof thSworth of your fouls, 
you will rejoice in having the gofpel as 
your guide to heaven, you will blefs the 
Father of mercies, that he hath borne 
witnefs to it’s truth, by the miraculous 
effufion of the Holy Ghoft, and will con¬ 
tinually endeavour to improve in the 
knowledge of God, and in holy confor¬ 
mity to his will. 

But the event, which we now comme¬ 
morate, may be confidered further, as a 
Itriking reprefentation of. the manner, in 
whicli Jefus Chriftlath determined*to pro¬ 
mote 
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mate and maintain his intereft upon the s 
earth. The great defign of Chrift in com- v. 
ing into the world, was, to ereft a fpiri- 
tual kingdom, ^which ftiould fpread itfelf 
over the nations. He would not interfere 
with civil government; but left it, under 
providence, to the difcretion of others. 
The empire, which he founded, is of a 
nature purely fpiritual* Hence, when he 
flood before Pilate, he faid. My kingdom 
is not of this * world. The enemies which 
he defigned to oppofe, were fin and Sa¬ 
tan ; and the laws which he condefeended 
to eftablifh, were thofe of piety and hap- 
pinefs. The charafteriftical feature of his 
government was the reftoring of finners 
to the image and the enjoyment of God. 

In order to the eftablilhment of fuch 
an empire, a divine influence was abfo- 
lutely needful. Sin had taken pofleflion 
of the human heart, and had rendered^ 
mankind naturally averfe from thofe 
things, which are moft worthy of purfuit. 
Inftead of being ready to fubmit to the 

* John xviii. 36. 
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mild and peaceful government of Jefus 
Chrift, all men in an unregenerate Hate, 
virtually fay concerning him. We will not 
have this man to reign over us» In order 
to the falvation of finners, their prejudices 
muft be fubdued, and every power of their 
fouls rauft be brought into fubjeflion to 
God. In faft, they rauft become new 
creatures in Chrift Jefus. But what ex¬ 
cept a divine power can effect this ? All 
the force of reafoning and argumentation 
has, by long experience, been proved to 
be ineffectual. In vain does the cool phi- 
lofopher declaim on the beauty of moral 
virtue; in vain does he urge it*s connec¬ 
tion with the interefts of mankind. Men 
may hear his do6lrine, and feemingly ap¬ 
prove, but it will have no influence upon 
their temper or conduft. Though the 
powers of reafoning and eloquence fhould 
be affifted by every motive to piety, which 
the gofpd farnifhes; yet the effefl will be 
the fame. Paul may plant, and Apollosroay 
water; but it is Godl who giveth the ^in- 

• I Cor. iii. 6. 
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crea/e. While paffion and ptqudice reign 
in the heart, they render it utterly incap¬ 
able of conviftion.—^Neither can any hu¬ 
man laws, even the wifeft, anfwer the end 
of the fpiritual government of Jefus Chrifl:. 
The laws of men may indeed provide ifor 
our education in the principles of religion; 
they may furnifh us with the gofpel minif- 
try, and enforce our attendance on it; hut 
they can -never make.us truly religious* 
The heart is the feat of all godly difpoli- 
tions, and this is beyond the reach of hu¬ 
man ftatutes. They may be ferviceable 
in reftraining men from thofe excefles, 
which are more immediately hurtful to fo- 
ciety; but they cannot of thcmfelves, 
produce true love to God, or benevolence 
to man*—Nor can even the power of tlie 
natural confcience eftablifla the dominion 
of Chrifl: in the foul. The confcience will 
indeed, unlefs men be pafl: feeling, con¬ 
vince them, in fome degree, of their fm- 
fulnefs, and perhaps, fill the mind fome- 
times with terror: but it can never difeo- 
ver to a finncr the hope of the gofpel; it 

can 
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can never reveal the pardoning love of 
Chrift to the guilty; nor enable them to 
apply to him for falvation. Confcience, 
though it operate powerfully, and that 
too, in the light of the gofpel, can never 
prevail on the wicked to forfake his way, 
nor make one fmner heartily willing to be 
faved. This is a work fo difficult, that by 
none but an almighty arm can it be ac- 
compliflied. 

The gofpel began it’sS courfe under a 
divine influence, not by way of experi- 
ment, but as a token and emblem of the 
manner, in which it w'as to make it’s fu¬ 
ture progrefs. The apoflles received the 
gift of tongues, becaufe, as by the confu- 
fion of languages men had been fcattered 
abroad in the earth, fo, by the gift of them 
it was fhown, that the nations were to be 
reunited into one body. The reftoration 
of fight to the blind wai a plain intimation 
of the efficacy of the gofpel in bringing 
finners into the marvellous light of divine 
truth. The healing of difeafes (bowed the 
triumphs of divine grace over the (inful- 

nefs 
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nefs of the htlman heart. Every miracle 
wrought by the difciples, was, not only 
effefted by divine influence, but alfo 
an indication of fome fpiritual blefling 
communicated by the power of Chrift. 
The chriftian church was not to depend 
for it’s fupport and increafe upon the wit 
or will of man. If kings would become 
it’s nurjing fathers, well; but if not, it 
could ftand alone : it could even grow in 
the face of perfecution, and under the 
greateft loads of oppreflion. Without di¬ 
vine fupport, whatever forms of godlincfs 
may be retained in the world, real religion 
muft foon fall to the ground. The chril- 
tian miniftry, whatever countenance it 
may receive from men, owes all it’s fuccefs 
in promoting the falvation of fmners to 
the power of God. The Holy Ghoft 
works now, not by the communication of 
miraculous powers, but by a certain, tho’ 
invifible and myfterious influence, upon 
the fouls of men. As the wind bloweth 
where it lijleth, and we hear the found 
thereof but cannot tell whence it cometh, 

• and 


m 

SERM. 

X. 



*5® On the Effufion of the Holy Spirit. 

s E R M. and whither it goeth ; fo is every man^ who 
' —is born of the *Spirit. . If we become wil- ^ 
ling to receive Chrift as •ur Saviour, if 
we obtain any viftory over the world, or 
fin, or Satan, if we be ftrengthened in the 
performance of duty, or in the fuffering 
of affliftion, or if we enjoy comfort and 
pleafure in the fervice of Chrift, it is bc- 
caufe we are partakers of the Holy Ghoft. 
Without his influence, we can do nothing, 
we can bear nothing, we can enjtiy no¬ 
thing. There are in the hearts of good 
men diverfties of operations^ but it is the 
fame God, who workelh all in fall. 

We learn hence, that the only way to 
be fuccefsful in thofe, purfuits, which re¬ 
late to our eternal welfare, is to feck ear- 
nellly for the afliftance of the Holy Spirit. 
His blefling does not render our diligence 
unneceflary: on the contrary, it increafes 
and improves it. The man who has a 
guide, on whom he can fafely depend, 
will travel even the raoft difficult road 
with fpirit and alacrity. In the fervice of 

• John iii. 8. + i Cor. xii. 6. 
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Chrift, while we ufe our utmoft exertions, S E R M. 
we ought, in order that thofe exertions '— 
may be profitable and pleafant, to pray for, 
and to expeft the gracious affiftance of the 
Holy Ghoft. Numbers who ftrive to en¬ 
ter into heaven will fall fhort, becaufe 
they trull in their own powers, and look 
not for that help, which cometh from God. 

Let us then, not be Jlotfful, butfollowers 
of them who through faith and patience in¬ 
herit the ^promifes. At the fame time let 
us remember, that it is God^ who worketh 
hi uSy to zoill, and to do, of his good \plca- 
fure. When we are led by the Spirit of 
God, we can pray with fervency, we 
can read the feriptures with underlland- 
ing and delight, we can enjoy commu¬ 
nion with him in his ordinances, we can 
perform with chearfulnefs the various 
duties of the chriftian life, and can re¬ 
joice in the alfurance of entering into 
glory. Seek, therefore, my brethren, / 
his continual help. In every doubt- 
i’ul matter afk his advice; and in every 

» Hcb.vi. It. i Philipii. 13. 
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trial implore his^ protcftion. Be not back¬ 
ward in praying for the Spirit. Do not 
think it prefumption. You have every 
encouragement to it. If being eml, 
know how to give good gtfts unto your chil^ 
dren; how much more Jhallyour heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them who 
ajk *him? Afk then, and ye fhall receive. 
And let this truth be always prefent to 
your view, that he who is guided, encou¬ 
raged, and fupported, in the path of duty, 
by the Spirit of God, cannot but be 
liappy. 

• Luke xi, 13. 
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On the Establishment of the Chris¬ 
tian Ministry, 
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Ephesians iv. ii, 12, 13* 


He gave fome, apojlles; and fome, pro^^ 
phets ; and fome, evangelifts ; andfome 
pajlors and teachers: for the perfecting 
of thefaints, for the work of the winiflry^ 
for the edifying of the body of tkrifl: till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
7into a perfect man, unto the meafure of 
the Jtature of the fulnefs of Chrijl, 


S AINT James hath long fince informed 
us, that every good gift, and every 
perfect gift is from above^ His intention 

R 2 'was 
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s E R M. to remind us, not only that we ought 
'—to afcribe all our blelTmgs to the goodnefs 
of God, but alfo that all the gifts, which 
God beftows upon his people, are, with¬ 
out exception, either in themfelves, or in 
their confequences, or in both, really and 
perfeftly good. And his ideas, being 
ftriftly conformable to the univerfal ex¬ 
perience of good men, are highly proper 
and juft. 

A VAS T variety of bleffings hath been 
poured down from heaven upon the 
church of God: bleflings, invaluable in 
themfelves, and at the fame time wonder¬ 
fully fuited to it’s particular circumftances, 
and calculated to promote its profperity 
and falvation. In the infancy of the world, 
God was pleafed to inftruft his people by 
dreams and vifions. He afterwards thought 
it proper to cherifh their hopes by the in* 
ftitutions of Mofes, and by the nervous re- 
prefentation. of prophecy. And when the 
fulnefs of the time was come, he fent his 
Son into the world, to perform the glori¬ 
ous work of redemption, and to give us a 

clear 
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dear view of life and immortality. Jefus s 
Chrift, when he had devoted himfelf to 
death for our tranfgreflions, and had rifen 
again for our junification, glorioufly tri¬ 
umphed over our enemies, and introduced 
into the world a purer and brighter dif- 
penfation than had ever been known. 
Wherefore it is faid. When he afcended up 
on highi he led captivity captive^ and gave 
gifts unto *men. Thefe gifts, noble in 
their kind, and happy in their cpnfequen* 
ces, were, on the day of peptecpfl:, folemn- 
ly bellowed upon the chriftian church. 
Chrift appointed the various orders of 
chriftian minifters, and gave them abilities 
for the difcharge of their duty. He gave 
fome, apojiles ; and fome, prophets; and 
fome evangelfls; and fome^ pajlors and 
teachers: for the perfeEling of the faints^ 
for the work of the minijiry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Chrift; till we all 
come in the unity of the faiths and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfeEt 
man, unto the meafure of the Jiature of the 

* Eph. iv, 8. 
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fulnefs of Chrijt, Thefe words give me 
.,/ occafion^ to make fome remarks upon the 
cftabliftiment of the chriftian miniftry, and 
to confider it’s defign.' May our medita¬ 
tions be crowned with the divine blefling! ^ 
The chriftian miniftry,, confidered in 
that extenfive view of it, which my text 
gives, includes both thofe minifters, whofe 
oEBce is common to every age of the 
church, and thofe, whofe appointment 
was peculiar to the firft dawning of the 
chriftian ceconomy. The ordinary mi¬ 
nifters are ftyled paftors and teachers, and 
the extraordinary, apoftles, prophets, and 
evangelifts. 

He gave fome, apojlles. The apoftles 
were the chief minifters of Chrift, Their 
labours and their authority were extended 
throughout the habitable world. Their 
office, taken in it’s full extent, was ex-* 
traordinary; yet in it’s nature it included 
all inferior offices whatfoevcr. Hence, if 
they fometimes afliimed the diftinguifhing 
chara£ler of the apoftles of Chrift, at other 
limes they ftyled thexpfelves prefbyters or 

elders. 
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ciders* and even minifters or deacons. 
And the hiftory of their lives furnifhes us 
with full proof, that upon different occa- 
fions, they performed the duties of infe¬ 
rior minifters. What was in their office 
extraordinary, hath long fince become ex- 
tin6l: the other parts of it, which relate 
to the government of the church, and the 
admlniftration of divine ordinances, con¬ 
tinue to the prefent day. 

Others were endued with the fpirit of 
prophecy. This talent was communicated 
to both men and women, and enabled 
them to explain to the people the mind of 
God, and efpecially to foretell future 
events. In this fervice were employed 
Agabus, and the daughters of Philip, and 
many others. The prophetical office was 
not peculiar to the chriftian church; for 
prophets had been frequently raifed up 
amongft the Jews: neither was it defigned 
to be perpetual. It feems to have had it’s 
rife in the neceffity of the times; and to¬ 
gether with that neceffity, it was finally 
laid afide, 

R4 
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Some were invefted with the peculiar 
charafter of evangelifts. The evangelifts 
were the companions and alTiflants of the 
apoftles in their travels and labours. They 
were alfo frequently commiflioned to fet¬ 
tle the government of thofe churches, 
which had been planted by the miniltry of 
the apoftles. Of this charafler were Phi¬ 
lip and Timothy; the former of whom 
was alfo a deacon, and the latter, biftiop 
of the Ephefian church. 

Others were commiflioned to aft as 
paftors and teachers. It has been thought; 
by fome, that thefe difierent words are 
both ufed, to denote one office. Indeed, 
it muft be acknowledged, that the cha- 
rafter of a paftor includes that of a teach¬ 
er : for paftors are fliepherds, whofe pro¬ 
per bufinefs it is, to feed the flock of God 
with the word of truth. But notwithftand- 
ing this, paftors and teachers are eharafters 
really diftinft. The word paftors is ap¬ 
plicable to thofe minifters, to whom is 
committed the care of fouls, whether they 
be ciders, who have the charge of a fingle 

congregation. 
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(jongregation, or bifliops, who fuperinr 
tend a whole diocefe. The word teachers 
is defcriptive of thofe minifters, who are 
not in the paftoral office, fuch as have 
been fometimes called catechifts, and 
fpraetimes deacons, to whom it belongs, 
if need be, to affift the pallor in the cele¬ 
bration of divine fervice, to adrainifter 
baptifrn, and to inftrufi youth in the prin¬ 
ciples of religion. 

I AM aware, that it may be faid, that 
the firlt teachers of chriftianity were called 
to the miniftry, and employed in it, long 
before the time, to which my text evi¬ 
dently refers. It is true, the apollles and 
fome others had been appointed to their 
refpetlive offices before the death of our 
Saviour. But they appear to have been, 
till after the afeenfion of Chrift into hea¬ 
ven, in a ftate of gradual preparation for 
the miniftry. Previous to that event, their 
labours had been only occafional, and had 
been confined to the land of Judea : but^^ 
pn the day of pentecoft, they were, by the 
miraculous efiufion of the Holy Ghoft, 

folemnly 
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® folemnly cohfecrated to be the minifters of 
God; and from that time, their commif- 
fion to preach the gofpel extended to 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation, under heaven. 

However, in forae points of view, 
the offices of which I have fpoken may be 
eflentially different from each other, and 
however different may be the abilities of 
the men who have been, or who may 
hereafter be called to execute them ; yet 
they all harnwnioufly tend towards one 
point. The grand defign of the whole is, 
the prefent improvement, and the future 
glory of the church of God. To the ebn- 
fideration of this article I now proceed. 

1'he various branches of the chriftian 
miniftry were more immediately defigned 
for the perfeSing of the faints, for the 
wark of the minifry, or, as fome read the 
paflage, for the perfecting of the faints by 
the woik of the miniflry, and for the edi* 
fying of the body of Chrf, 

The true miniffers of Chrift are de¬ 
voted to a painful and important work. 

They 



the Chriftian Minijlry. 

They are defigned to be, not loiterers, but ^ 
labourers in the church of God. He v. 
whofe higheft idea of the miniftry is, that 
it is a genteel profeflion, or who fuppofes, 
that the reading of public prayers, or the 
repetition of a thread-bare fet of fermons, 
is all that is requifite in the execution of 
this office, is an entire ftranger to it s real 
importance. Chriftian njinifters are fepa- 
rated from all temporal occupations, that 
they may have leifure, not to bury them- 
felves alive in luxury and diffipation, but 
to improve in knowledge and in piety, 
that they may be workmen, who need not 
to be ajhamed. St. Paul, in his firft epif- 
tle to Timothy, having mentioned the ob- 
jefts, which ought to engage a minifter’s 
attention, faith. Meditate upon thefe things: 
give thyfelf wholly to them, that thy pro fitt¬ 
ing may appear ujito *alL And, in that 
excellent charge, which is given by the 
bifhop, to fuch as are candidates for the^ 
order of priefthood in the church of Eng¬ 
land, a reference being made to the words 

• 1 Tim.'iv. J5, 
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» pf my text, it is faid, Confider with 
-sf yourfelves the end of your miniftry to* 
wards the children of God, towards the 
fpoufe and body of Chrift: and fee that 
you never ceeife your labour, your care, 
and diligence, until you have done all that 
lieth in you, according to your bounden 
duty, to bring all fuch as are, or fhall be 
committed to your charge, unto that 
agreement in the faith and knowledge of 
God, and to that ripenefs and perfeftnefs 
of age in Chrift, that there be no place 
left among you, either for error in reli* 
gion, or for vicioi^fnefs in life.” It is alfo 
worthy of notice here, that as the miniftry, 
being called a xcork, forbids indolence, fo 
being the >v'prk of the miniftry^ it forbids 
dominion over the confcience. Minifters 
are indeed to rule their people ; but they 
muft do this chiefly by the forcible doc¬ 
trines of the bible, and by a holy life. 
Hence St. Peter exhorts thofe who fuftaip 
the facred chara6ler, not to be lords overGod*s 
heritage^ but to be examples to the *JlocL 

* I Pet. V, 3. 
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The labours of chriftian mlniflers 
are direfted to a glorious end; they are 
defigned for the pcrfeBing of the faints, 
Abfolute perfeftion is a point, to which 
we cannot indeed, in the prefent life, at¬ 
tain; but towards which we may and 
ought gradually to advance. The hu¬ 
man mind is fo enfeebled by fin, that 
the mod intelligent’' chriftian cannot at 
once comprehend all that is needful to 
his happinefs. There is, even in the beft, 
much room for improvement in know¬ 
ledge, and in experience, and in real 
purity of life. Now the faints of God, 
at whofe perfeftion the chriftian miniftry 
aims, are deeply fenfible of their own de¬ 
ficiencies ; and accuftoming themfclves to 
ft under the fiadow of the gofpel, they 
find its fruit fweet to their tefe. By one 
fermon, they gain a new idea; by another 
they have a doubt removed ; now, their 
faith and hope are ftrengthened; and now, 
their fmarting forrows are relieved ; upon 
one occafion, their affeftions and their zeal 
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® X? animated; and upon another, they are 
/ t infpired with ftronger refolution in the fer- 
vice of God. Thus they exemplify the fay¬ 
ing, that the path of thejuft is as theftdning 
light, which Jhineth more and more unto the 
perfeEl *day. I own, that it is not without 
difficulty, that good men are enabled to 
grow in grace, and inthe knowledge of God. 
Though the young inexperienced chriftian, 
when he begins to tafte the pleafures of re¬ 
ligion, is apt to imagine, that his warfare 
is well nigh over, and that he has nothing 
to do, but to receive the fummons, and to 
mount up to heaven ; yet longer experi¬ 
ence teaches him, that it is through many a 
wintry ftorm, that he muft make his way, 
ftep by ftep, to eternal blifs. But notwith- 
ftanding all the weaknefs and the fears of 
the I’ervants of Chrift, and notwithlland- 
ing all the fhares, with which they are fur- 
rounded, and the trials, to which they are 
expofed, the miniftry of God’s word, thro’ 
the divine blefling, nouriflies their fouls, 

* Prcv. iv. I!?. 

and 



the Chrijlian Minijiry, 

and will in due time make them ripe for 
glory. 

The gofpel miniftry is intended alfo 
for the edifying the body of' Chrifi: that 
is, for the building up of the chriftian 
church. The church, taken in it's nobleft 
view, includes all of every age, and (ex, 
and country, and diftinftion, who become 
partakers of eternal falvation. This grand 
affociation of true believers is the body of 
Chrift. This the term edifying leads us, 
at prefent, to confider as a ftately build¬ 
ing. It is an edifice, which may indeed, 
in the eyes of unthinking men, appear 
worthlefs and contemptible; but which, in 
the eye of God, is truly magnificent. It 
is the palace, in which he chufes to re- 
fide. The apoftle Paufs defeription of the 
church under this figure is beautiful. Ye 
are built, faith he, upon the foundation 
of the apofles and prophets, Jfiis Chrijl 
himfelf being the chief corner Jione ; in 
whom all the building fitly framed toge¬ 
ther, groweih unto a holy temple in the 
Lord : in whom 'kou alfo arc builded to- 

geUier. 
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* fiy habitation of God through 

'—.r^ the ^Spirit. The foundations of the 
church were laid many ages ago. The 
building hath been, and is now, gradually 
going forward: and in due time fhall the 
luadJlone be broughtforth with Jhoutiugs. 
Men and angels fhall cry grace^ grace un¬ 
to iL As ftones, literally fo called, are 
dug out of the earth, and are cut, and 
fquared, and fitted for their proper places 
in the building, fo finners, who arc dead 
in trefpajfes and fns, are, by the niiniftry 
of God*s word, brought from the death of 
fin unto the life of righteoufnefs ; and are, 
as living ftones, added to the myftical 
temple of God. For this purpofe, wc who 
are devoted to the work of the niiniftry, 
are coramiffioned to tell mankind, that 
they are fallen creatures, to Ihow them 
their guilt, and to warn them of their 
danger. We are commanded to publifh 
to a loll world the glad tidings offalvation. 
We have authority to proclaim the open- 
iug if the prifon doors fo them who are 

'* Eph. u. sc, ic. 
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feel their wretchednefr, and fbe for mer¬ 
cy, the Saviout 1^11 be j^aCidU^i arid that 
whofbever comtk unto him^ hi tiill in no 
wife cajl out. We arfe inffiliSedi to fay to 
eVery weeping penitent^ jBtlieve bn the 
Lord Jefus, And thou^^dlibe'^fcmM, And 
fome of you can, "from your own experi¬ 
ence, teftify, that our labour is not in 
vain: for you have been quickened, and 
as living f ones^ are built up a fpiritual 
houfe, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrif, 
Hitherto, I have fpoken of only the 
more immediate defign of the chrifti'an 
miniftry; a defign,' the fulfilment of which 
we have, in a good meafure, feen with 
our eyes. But all this is intended in fub- 
ferviency to a ftill nobler purpofe. The 
full accomplifliment of this lies beyond the 
reach of our fenfes : it can be viewed by 
us, only through the medium of faith. 
The work of the miniftry will be conti¬ 
nued, the faints {hall improve in know¬ 
ledge and in holinefs, and one and ano- 
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thcr fini^r &all be frolim the 

^—s.—' erjTor of his ways, 

umty of the faiih^ md of 'th knowledge of 
the Son of God^ m>to tho^ineafure ^ the 
Jlalwre of the fdntfi'pf Ckrijt^ 

This part of ttiy text gives us an idea 
of good rriehj.as pil^jftis who are widely 
fcattered abroad; bdt who are all travel¬ 
ling to one appointed place of meeting. In 
the prefent world the church of God is in 
a ftate of imperfeilion. It is eafy to per¬ 
ceive a great difference in the fentiments 
of even the moft pious men. There are 
indeed fome points of doftrine, without 
the belief of which, no man can be a true 
chriftian, and in which therefore all the 
followers pf; Chrift are agreed. Such 
points are, the depravity of the human na¬ 
ture,, and faivation through faith in the 
obedience and fufferings of Chrift alone- 
But there are many things, the knowledge 
of which, though not abfolutcly effential to 
our faivation, yet is connefted with our 
comfort and our fledfaftnefs in the ways 
of God, Concerning thefe, fuch great 

differences 
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of no tvro chtiftians upon earth are ex- 
a3iy alikev This obfervitliSii is verified, 
not in (entinieht only, but incpraftice. A 
great diflerence is difcemiWe in the modes 
of religious wbrftip, to which diferent 
perfons adhere. The very names of the 
numerous fefts and parties, into which 
the chriftian church hath been fplit, would 
almoft fill a volume. If we extend our 
notice further to the particular feelings 
and experience of good men, even there 
we flhall find great variety, and great imper- 
fefibn. There are feme, whom the better 
we know, the more we admire, becaufe of 
their conformity to the image of Chrift: 
but this is far from being an univerfal 
cafe. One man perhaps,poirefl^ an accurate 
knowledge of the doftrines of the gofpel, 
yet enjoys but a fmall portion of their re¬ 
viving influence. Another, who barely un- 
derftands the firft principles ofehriftianity, 
is influenced by an intemperate zeal, and 
hurried into perpetual miftakes.. The ex- 
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pcrriencfe 6tlome chttftians;€te coaffe 
hollqw Murmurings of a de- 

fert place, throy?^ a glodm dn every thing 
around them. That of others cotififts in 


the alternate influericSeof extreme joy, and 
extrerne fadntfs. This moment,' they 
feem to be bn the wing tpt heaven, the 
next, they are terrified as if falling head.- 
long down the ptecipice of deftruftion.—- 
But, to point out all the varieties and im- 
perfe£tions, which are obfervable in doc¬ 
trine, in ptaftice, and in experience, 
would be an endlefs tafk.; Let it fuffice 
to remark, that from all thefe different 
points, our miniftry tends to lead on the 

_ »*» t, 

fervants of God to unity and to glory. 

The good, of every name and diftinc- 
tion, {hzh altj^et in the unity of the faith. 
When we m^et in heaven, and perhaps 
not tiir men,J!we an entire 

uniformity of ideas. Concerning the daft 
and moft glorious-ftate of the church it is 
fipd, There Jhall in no wfe enter into it 
any thing that maketh a Hie. In heaven 


* Rev. xxi. 27. 


there 



ihe &ir^ian Minijliy. 

there will be no room for any kind of er¬ 
ror. All the prejudices, by which we. are 
now To frequently biaffed, whether they 
have arifen from finflil habits, from edu¬ 
cation, or from the country or climate in 
which w'e were born, will be laid afide; 
and all our ideas will be regulated by the 
wife decifions of the Son of God. In this 
world, as the apoftle faith, we know, in 
part only ; but when that which is perfeB 
is come, then that which is in part Jhall be 
done away. Now, we fee through a glafs, 
darkly, as it were, in a riddle; but then, 
face to face. Now I know in part; but 
then Jhall I know, even as alfo lam ^ known. 
O happy ftate! We fhal] then fee no 
more ill-natured ftrife amongft the fellow 
citizens of Zion; but be wriapt up in the 
immediate vifion of truth arid of God. 

The unity of the church in heaven will 
alfo be confpicuous in thtiv knowledge of 
the Son <f God. The word which is here 
tranflated knowledge, does not relate fim- 
yly to the ideas of the- mind, but to the 

* I Cor. xili. 9, &c. 
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® feelings of the heart. It includes ?icJknow^, 
* / ledgement and approbation. The unit3r 
of the faith implies the perfeSbion of the 
underftanding; and the knowledge of die 
Son of God means the confeffion of Chrift^ 
and our delight in him as the Son of the. 
Moft High. All fincere. chriftians, even 
in this world, do, notwithftanding the op- 
pofition of the ungodly, confefs Chrift as 
their only Saviour. But we muft all ac¬ 
knowledge, that felf prevails too much in 
every part of our lives. There are fea- 
fons, in which we are too ready to aferibe 
to ourfelves fome part of that honour, 
which is due to Chrift alone. But in hea¬ 
ven it will be other wife. Our felfiChnefs 
ihall be done away; and we (hall fully 
know, andunrefervedly acknowledge, that 
Chrift is all in all. Such a knowledge of, 
Chrift will be^companied with the moft 
inexpreffible delight. We can, through 
mercy, fometinies, even now, fayofje- 
fus Chrift, that he i j the ehiej among ten 
thoufand, and altogether lovely^mic^xi re¬ 
joice in him as our poriioh. But when 

our 




our knoiviedge of him fhail be perfefl:, 

and we ftiall fee him face to face, we Ihall . 

aH unite in more deeply .admirii^g his glo¬ 
ry as the Eternal Son of God, and (hall 
feel a perpetual, fublime, and unutterable 
joy. Not a harp in the univerfal church 
Ihall be unftrung; not a firing (hall be out 
of tune. The palaces of heaven Ihall be 
filled with harmony, and praife to the 
Redeemer. 

At that happy period, the church of 
God' will have attained to the ftatc of a 
perfeB man^ unto the meafurc of thejlature 
of the JuLnefs of Chrifi. This is a figura¬ 
tive expreffion. It is taken from the na¬ 
tural body of Chrifi, which had it’s feveral 
llages of infancy, and childhood, and 
youths and maturity: and it means, that 
when the ultimate defigtj of the chrifiian 
niiniftry (hall be accompliflied, the church 
will be perJeB and entire^ wanting nothing. 

The myftical body of Chrifi hath had it*s 
infancy, and will moft affuredly arrive at 
iiianhood. 

S 4 It 

> 
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haps 9ot entirely withput reafon^ that thn^ 
latter par,t pfjthe text refers, ta the ftate of 
the belies of gop^ men in heayem^ They 
have fuppofed, that, the human body, like 
that of Cbrift at the time of bis afeenfioni 
will then appear to be a^ut that age, 
which we ufually.call the prime of life; 
and that nonp will be in a fiate of infancy, 
or of old age. Whether this particular 
idea be true or not, it is certain, that at 
the general refurreftion, the Saviour wilj 
change our vile body, that it may be JaJhir 
oned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is ahle^ even to 
Juhdue oil things unto *hmfelf* Whatever 
afpe£t our bqdies may then Wjtar, they will 
poffefs none olf thpfe infirmities, to which 
they are. nov^ ,eX;^fed, .They (hall no 
more be liabl^|9 vr^knefc or pain. They 
{hall no more, el<>g opr dfifirei^, nor cool 
our devotiqns> ^r in imy m^ner fee bur- 
denfomc to the "Ihey {hall poflefs 


* Philip, iii. ai. 



manly vigour, and clothed with im- 
moFtalky, r 

Bu t I thinks that this pafilige refers 
principaHy to the foul* The^wholc church 
wHl hereafter, in a fpiritual view> have 
attained it’s full growth* Love, and hu« 
milky, and gratitude, and every grace, 
will then have their full fway* Upon 
earth, the moft eminent for piety have rea-* 
fpn to complain of the imperfeftion of 
their knowledge and holinefs. But in 
heaven, the weak believer lhall be Jlrong 
in th 4 Lord^ and in thepower^f his might; 
the timorous foul will have forgotten all 
his fears; the tempted chriftian will tri¬ 
umph over all his temptations; the poor 
tottering faith lhall be exchanged for fight, 
and the - hope of the. feeble minded, for 
the full enjoyment of (Jod; The flames 
of ardent love fhall be Mndled afrefh in 
our bofoms, and fhall give vigour to our 
zpal and diligence in the fervice of God, 

That noting may be wanting to com¬ 
plete the glory of the church, it fhall be 
perfeft in all it’s parts. If a man poffefc 

ever 
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ever fo much heakh and vigour, yet if he 
have loft an eye or a limb, he cannot be 
deemed a’'perfe6l man. Neither could the 
body of Chrift be perfeft, if any of it’s 
member? were wanting. The church 
which is riow in heaven, is not abfolutely 
perfeft, nor will it be, tiU all true believ¬ 
ers {hall be brought into the glorious pre¬ 
fence of God. But we are affured, that 
when Chrift {hall come to judge the world, 
he {hall fend his angels with-a great found 
of a trumpet, and they fhal{gather together 
his eleCtfrom thefour windSi froip, one end 
of heaven to th£ *other. The leaft and 
mofl infignificant member of Chrift s myf- 
tical body (hall not be milTing in that day. 
Each one (hall have his proportionate 
{hare of immortal felicity, and all Ihall fit 
down together ^t the marriage fupper of 
the Lamb. 

* ’ ' f ' 

Such arp the ^lori6U|-ends, for which 
the chriftiati iiiihlftry was eftablilhed in 
t he church. See then, my' brethren, that 
this gift be not beftowed upon you in vain. 

* Matt, xxiv, 51. 
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liearn to reverence the. office, by which 
guilty meu are fnatched from impending 
ruin, ajud conduced to, ejpdlefs glory. We 
who fijftain the facred charafler of the 
minifte.r^ of Chrift, do npt afk any undue 
reverence to our perfons j for in the dourfe 
of our lives it is but too evWent, that we 
are men of like paflions with yourfelves: 
but we befeech you, yea we exhort and 
charge you by the Lord Jefus, that you 
entertain a refpeftful veneration for the 
office, in which we are engaged. When 
Ye offer up public prayers in the church, 
'We ftand between you and the living God, 
when we explain to you the fcriptures, we 
do not fpeak in our own name, we fpeak 
as the ambafladors of heaven; and our mi- 
niftry is fanflion^d by the authority of the, 
Moft High. If therefore you negletl or de- 
fpife our minillrations, you diffcover, not 
only a total want of concern for your own 
happinefSybut alfoa contempt ofthe Divine 
Majefty. You have hear!^ that God intends, 
by ourfervices, to bring to eternal falvation, 
all who may be willing to enjoy it. Attend 

then 

I 
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then to our and to the defign of 

God in it’s eftablifiiment. Be ferious and 
diligent in the fervice of Ghrill, and be 
concerned to feel it’s proper influence on 
your hearts. 

I AM about to defcend from this pulpit, 
and to lead fome of you to the table of the 
Lord. Attend, I pray you, to the defign 
of this part of the gofpel miniltry. It was 
inftituted, not to give your confciences a 
falfe peace : but to communicate to your 
fouls that fpiritual nourifhment, by which 
you may grow up to maturity in the chrif- 
tian life. Do not think it fuffideni to re-r 
ceive the bread and wine ; but be anxious 
to Chare in the benefits of the Saviour’s 
crofs and pailion, to have your guilt par¬ 
doned, your fins fubdued^, and your fouls 
made meet foriheaven. 

But let ui tejoice^ that ere long, the 
defigns of God hi app 60 itiu|;the chriftiati 
jiiinifiry Ih^H be gldrioujtfy iaopomplifhed. 
We now fre(|uentty%oiiiirfiain-^f weaknefs 
and fin: but foon, we Shall, if we be the 
fen^ants of Chrift, all unite in perfe£iion. 
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in harmony, in joy. Delightful medita- ^ 

tion! We {hall fly from diftrefe, and en- v . 

ter into the prefence of God. We fhall 
dwell with angels, and with the fpirits of 
juft men made perl’eft. We {hall have no 
need of the fun or the moon, to give us 
light; for the Lord will be our ever lofting 
lighty and our God our glory. 
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SERMON XII. 

On the Doctrine of the Trinity* 


(Trinity Sunday.) 




2 Corinthians xiii. 14* 

'The grace of our Lord fefiis Chriji^ and 
the love of God^ and ike communion of 
the Holy Ghojl, be zoithyou alL 


E xpressions of good will often 

proceed from rio other fource, than 
what the world calls politenefs. In many 
cafes, they are no more than a hypocriti¬ 
cal affeftation of that fincere benevolence, 
which the chriftian b^arei towards alL 
But the words which I have now read- 
contain a falutation, which flowed from 
the heart, a prayer, wliicli, while it marks 
the charafter of it’s authen*, manifefts it- 

felf 
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felf to be worthy of oniverfal regairH. The 
apoftle was defirous that the Qiirinthiansii 
and all others to whom his epiflle might 
come, fhould erjoy fuch bleffings as are 
noble in t liemfeives, and glorious in their 
origin. Let us enter immediately upon 
the difeuflion of this fubjeft. Let us firft 
contemplate the grand fource of tliofc 
bleffings, of which my text fpeaks, and 
then confider their peculiar nature. 

St. Paul here direSs our attention to 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, to God, and to the 
Holy Gholt, cs the prime fource of all 
true felicity. Thefe adorable names he 
mentions in a ftyle, reverential, and yt t 
fo familiar, that it obliges us to conclude, 
that they were well known to the church 
at large. Indeed, it is a pity, that any 
man who is ignorant of them, fhould call, 
himfelf a difciple of Chrift: for he wlio is 
unacquainted with the great obje£l of re¬ 
ligious worfhip, muftalfo be unacquainted 
with the nature of that worffiip, which it 
is his duty to pay.—But I muft detain 

your attenti )n for a moment, while I lay 

down 
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^ XH^* down tbb as a preliminaiy obfervatiod, 
w , M .; namely, that there is but one God. This 
truth is, in fome meafure, taught by the 
light of nature; and was not unknown to 
the heathen world. Though they had a 
multiplicity of what they called gods; yet 
they reverenced one being as the father of 
men and of the gods. And to this chief 
being they fuppofed that the other godvS 
were fubjeft. But for juft and adequate 
ideas of the Deity, we inuft be indebted 
to divine revelation. In the fcripture it is 
inftfted on, as a fundamental principle, 
that there is one God, and no more than 
one. Left the Jews fliould become guilty 
of idolatry, Mofes faid to them, Hear^ 0 
Ifrael! the Lord our God is one *Lord, 
To this agrees the teftimony of St. Paul. 
We know, faith he, that an idol is mthing 
in the world, ia^d that there is none other 
God blit ^one. And Jehovah hiihfelf chal¬ 
lenges hirerca|ures to produce evidence 
of the exiftenee dfjahy other God. Is 
there a God befdes me ? Yea, there is no 

* Dcut. vi. 4. +1 Cor. riii. 4. 

Godt 



0 %:^ of the Trinity, 

God. I ,not , The divine 
effence cannot, be divid^ed. , 4^‘this truth 
will not, J prefume, be queftiohed, any 
a4iitionafajrg4ment€^ proof, of tjhe unity 
of the Godliead is altogether^^neceflary. 
.Yet who can, without pr^udlce, read 
the words of my text, and not immedi¬ 
ately conceive of three diftinfl: perfons ? 
If the apoftle had not meant, that we 
flioidd form fucli a conception, he would, 
no doubt, have been more guarded in his 
expreflions, or would have added fomc 
comment, in order to fecure us from error 
and deIufion» I will not however, rert 
upon this paflage alone, for the proof of 
the diftinfl; perfonality of the Fatherj and 
Son, and Spirit. It is a truth, which 
adorns many a page cf the facred writings. 
If we look into the narrative of the bap- 
tifm of tChrilh we^find. that difl:in6l per- 
ibnal a&ions are aferibed to €^ch of them. 
The Son afceiads from Jprdan, the Spirit 
defceiuls upon him in the likenefs of a 
dove, and the Father fpeaks with an audi- 
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^ xn^* ble voice Jrpm/heaven^ ,]^et any man, 

V -ly who pofleffes pJain good fcnf^^ an4*who is 
untutored in the fophiftical arts of difputa- 
tipn, examine this narrative^ and he will 
readily con<3ude that the evangelift fpeaks 
of them as being not one perlbn, but three. 
God the father, fpeaking from heaven, 
faid. This is my beloved Sm, in whom I am 
well pleafed: but this expreflion, unlefs 
the Son were a perfon really diftin^ from 
the Father, would have been unnatural. 




In fuch a cafe, he would rather have faid. 
This is I myfelf. It is alfo. unfair and un- 
fcriptural tofuppofe that the defcentof the 
Spirit of God, and his lighting upon Jefus 
Chrifl, was only an emanation of the divine 
power or of fome other attrd^ute of Deity. 
The Holy Spirit defcended in a vifible 
form, and, by John the Baptift at leaft, 
was aSualiy feeh to light upok Chrift like 


a dove. Whereas th^ fcriptures never 


fpeak oi tb^^^powr# of ^ any‘other attii-; 


bute of God,, as h(^kf tdglde m itfelf, but 
only in hVeffefts;; - ; . 


To 
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To this may be added the teftimony of 
St. John. He faith* there are three that v. i 
bear record, in heaven, the Fathir, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoft: and thefe three are * 
one. I am aware that fome enemies to 
the Trinity have pretended, that this paf- 
fage of feripture is only an interpolation, 
and therefore not genuine. But men of 
good abilities and found learning have 
proved, that in the moft ancient and moft 
refpeftable greek copies of the new lefta- 
ment it is retained, and confcquently, that 
it is authentic. Indeed, if they had not 
proved this, the very connexion in which ^ 
it ftands demonftrates it s authenticity. If 
we leave it out, we cannot make a complete 
fenfe of what the apoflle fays. He fpeaks 
of three witneffes to the mefliahfliip of 
Jefus Chrift^ which are found in heaven, 
and of three, which are found on earth; 
and, in the ninth verfe, referring to the 
whole of them, he calls the latter the wiU 
vefi of men, and the former the roitnefs of 
God] Now if we were to omit the paffage, ^ 

I John V. 7, 

Ta 


which 
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^ which I h^ve quoted, what the apoftlc 
^ means hy^ the mtnefs of GMi wauI4 be 
fomewhat doubtful.—^But, to purfuc this 
argument any further would lead me from 
my prefent defign. The exprelBons which 
St. John here ules cannot refer to three 
different qualities only, or properties of the 
divine nature, but to three different perfons, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft. 
I'he apoftle further, fays, thefe three arc 
one» They are not one in the fame fenfe 
in which they are three; for that is. an ab- 
foltite impoffibility: nor are they one 
merely in defign; but in elfence. 

I MIGHT now refer you to the ordi¬ 
nance of chriftian baptifm, which, by the 
command of Chrift, is adininiftered in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoft, and to a variety of paf- 
fages in, both th^ old and new teftaments, 
fomo of which prove limply a plurality, 
and others df wlflch: precifely mark out a 
trinity of peribns in the Deity. But this, 
infteadof pne, would require fcveral dif- 
courfes. I fhall therefore proceed, juft to 
mention a few feriptures, which fully affert 

the. 
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the fupteifte Godilie^d of Jefus Chrift, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Wh£n Ma^y, the mother of our Lord, 
entered into the hbufe of Zacharias, and 
ialuted her coufin Elizabeth, Ihe faid, 
foul doth magnify the Lord; and my 
fpirit hath rejoiced in God my ^Saviour. 
The Saviour in whom Ihc rejoiced flie 
very properly calls God; for God hath 
faid, Bejide me there is no ^Saviour. But 
the angel which appeared to the (hep- 
herds applied this very charafter to Jefus 
Chrift. He faid. Unto you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is 
Chrijl the \Lord. We ought therefore to 
believe that Jefus Chrift is that God, in 
whom Mary rejoiced, and befide whom 
there is no Saviour.—^The well known ex- 
preCTion of Thomas, upon feeing Chrift 
after his refurreftion, is a further proof of 
our doftrine. He addreflfed him in this 
language: My Lord, and My ^God. If 
Chrift were not God, he would no doubt 
have reproved Thomas for his miftakc. 

* Lukci.46,47. f Tfaiahxliii. 11. $ Lukeii. 11, jjjohnxx.28. 
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But as be did not reprdvp him, wemuft 
v,.,.. n^ ,Lr conclude that the apofUe’s application of 
fuch a charafler to Jefus Chrifl; was per- 
feftly right.-—I will alfo juft remind you 
of what St. Paul faid to the elders of the 
church of Ephefus: Feed the church of 
God, which he hath ^urchafed with his own 
^blood. Now it is evident, that Jefus 
Chrift was the peirfon, who flied his blood 
for the falvation of the church. Cqnfe- 
quently he istheperfon of whom St. Paul 
fpeaks, and whom he calls God, and who 
really is God. 

I GRANT, that in many parts of the 
facred writings Chrift is fpoken of, as being 
inferior to God the Father. But, if we 
apply fueh paffages to the human nature 
of Chrift, which certainly ought to be 
done, a child may. explain them. He is 
man as well as God. In refpefl: to his 
human natur|g, hg.w^s, i no doubt, inferior 
to God; but in regard to his divine nature, 
hehath no fuperiorataU. 


* Adls'xx. sS. 
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method fimaar isto that which I 
have now followed, may be proved,the ' 

Supreme Deity of the Ho}y Spirit. 

\/\rhen Ananias fold his land for,the be¬ 
nefit of the church, and brought to the 
apoftles.^nly a part of the price, pretend- 
ing at the fame time that it was the whole, 

Peter faid to him, Why hdth Sdtdu filed 
thine heart to lie to the Hofy Ghofy and to 
keep back part of the price of th^ landr 
While it remainedy was it not thine own? 
and after it was fold, was it not in thine 
ozvn power? Why haf thou conceived this 
thing in thine heart? Thou haf not lied 
unto men, but unto *God. The Holy 
Spirit dwelt in the apoftles. *1 his Spirit, 
Ananias attempted to deceive by a lie: 
and Peter told him, that he had lied unto 
God. Therefore the Holy Spirit is truly 
and properly a divine perfon.—Again, in 
the fir ft epiftle to the Corinthians, St. Paul 
faith. Know ye not, that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in \you? And in another part of thb fame 

•Aat. V. 3,4. Cgr.iii. i6. 
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epiftle he feitb, Kmwyen&t ihatymrbbd^ 
is the temple of the Holy Ghojl; xjohuh 4s m 
*you ? The very fame perfon, whom in 
one of tliefe expreffions he eails God, in 
the other he calls the Holy Ghoft: which, 
unlefs he knew the Holy Ghoft to be the 
true God, he certainly would not have 
done. A fimilar argument arifes from two 
other paflagcs of the new teftament. In 
the fecond epiftle to Timothy^ tlie apoftle 
Paul faith, All fcripture is given by injpi* 
ration of ^Go(k But'‘St. Peter faith, Holy 
men of God fpake as th(y were moved by 
the Holy \GhoJl, iJence it is evident, that 
the apoftles of Chrift believed and taught, 
that the Holy Spirit is a divine perfon, that 
he is the Supreme God. 

Ma NY other proofs of the doftrine of 
the Trinity, and of the Deity of Chriftj 
and of the Holy Spirit, might be brought 
from the word Of G^d f but for the prefent, 
let what has becn faid fuffice. ' I have faid 
enough, to (how yOu, that the doftrine 
whicl^ I have already advanced, is not 

* I Cor. vi. 10. I' 2 Tim iii. j 6 . :{:2 Peter i. zi. 

without 
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without foundation, enoughi I hope, to 
excite you to a i'upther and clofei exami- 
nation of it. But all enquines of this kind / 
Ihould be purfued with humility. Dif¬ 
ficulties there are, and indeed muft be, in 
our way. We are finite beings; whereas 
God is infinite. No wonder therefore, 
that we Ihould not be able fully to com¬ 
prehend his nature. But we may, and 
ought to go as far as the fcriptures will 
lead us. Where th^ lead, we may follow 
with fafety. Let urthen bewa'i e, left any 
wan fpoil ns through ^hilofophy and vain 
deceit, ajter the tradition of men. Let us 
take the word of God as our rule. Then 
{hall w^e heartily unite in faying, There 
is one God, one Lord; not one perfon 
only, but three perfons in one fubflance. 

For that which we believe of the glory of 
the Father, the feme we believe of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft, without any dif¬ 
ference or ^inequality.” 

I HAVE made the fource of thofe blef- 
fings, which are mentioned in my text, a 

* Communion Service. 

leading 
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^ lading Artidc in this difcourfe 5 partly, be^ 
'—caufe our church, having comineihorated 
the divine power and goodnefs of Chrift, 
and of the Holy Spirit, clofes the feafon of 
her folemn feftivals, by calling us to the 
contemplation of the ever bleffed Trinity; 
but more efpecially, becaufe right ideas 
concerning God are neceffary to our 
having a clear view of the glorious fyflein 
of redemption. As the three divine perfons, 
which fubfift in the umty of the Godhead, 
are truly diftin 6 l from eaCli other, fo alfoare 
the parts which they take in the covenant of 
grace, and the peculiar benefits which they 
bellow. To the examination of theie let us 
now proceed. 

St. Paul mentions the grace of oitr 
Lord Jefus Chrijt. By the term grace he 
/ means generally, unmerited favour, and 
more pariirularlyi an intereft in that eter¬ 
nal redemption, which Chrift hath obtained 
for his people. He calls this the grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift; becaufe the gra¬ 
cious and compaflionate heart of Chrift is 
the grand fountain, whence it more im¬ 
mediately 




J On the DoHnne af the Trinity. 

tnediately fUym. We all jike Jheep haoe 
gme c^ray^ and have turned every one to 
his ozm way. We have prefutnptuoufly 
{Iretcbed out our hands in rebellion againd 
that Being, whom it was both our intereft 
and our duty to reverence and love. 
Hence it is, that we are perpetually fur- 
rounded by difeafe, and mifery, and death, 
in all their horrid forms. Hence arifc all 
the various diforders and conflifls of the 
foul, and the numercms pangs and throes of 
confcience. And hSSce too, our expofure 
to the flaming vengeance of God. So 
truly deplorable is our ftate as (inncrs, that 
all the flowing tears of repentance cannot, 
ftriftly fpeaking, wafh away one ftain from 
the heart; nor can all our apparently 
good deeds and good difpofitions atone foi" 
even the fmallell tranfgreffion. And fo 
far are we from deferving any affiftance 
from Chrift, that naturally every aflion of 
our lives, and every thought of our hearts, 
has a tendency only to roule his indig¬ 
nation, But Jefus Chrift could not behold 
us finking down into the gulf of ruin, 

with' 
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V. 

without feeling the utmoft. conc^n* He 
fet his heart upon our deliverance^ As 
nothing ftiort of perfeQ: righteoufnefs 
could give us any claim to the glorieS'Of the 
heavenly ftate, he became incarnate, be‘- 
came our furety, and wrought out that 
righteoulhefs in his own perfon: and as 
nothing but his blood could quench the 
burning wrath of God, he fcrupled not to 
filed his blood for that purpofe. He fell a 
vitlim, that death mijjht be deftroyed. He 
rofe from the grave,*nd triumphed over 
it, that life and im mortality might be 
brought to light. In virtue of his merits 
and fufferings he obtained gifts for men, 
even for the rebellious. And he now fits 
upon his glorious throne, diftributing his 
favours amongft men with a liberal hand. 
To thofe who languifh under a convittion 
of guilt, he adminifters a free pardon. 
The wretch who groans under the galling 
yolce of fin, he fets at liberty. The chrif- 
tian who is befet by violent temptations, 
he aids and defends. The poor backflider, 
who, becaufe of repeated iniquities, fears 



On the DaSirim of the Trmiiy. 

to lift’* 6p liis watery eyes towards fieavea^ s 
he reftores to peace. Upon penitent and v. 
believing: finncrs he bellows a firee juftifiv • 
cation from every charge, which may be 
brought againft them. By him they are 
adopted into the family of God, and in-- 
veiled with all the rights and privileges of 
children. He gives them a peculiar in- 
terell in his providence, and in his promi- 
fes and declarations of 'mercy. He hath 
prepared for them, jand in due time will 
give them the abfo^e poffelEon of i fu- 
preme felicity and glory in! heaven. Do 
you alk a proof that Chrift aftually bellows 
fuch blellings upon his fallen creatures ? 
Read the fcriptures attentively; and you 
will find the proofs of my doclrine in al- 
moll every page. But the b^ll kind of 
evidence is that, which arifes from ex¬ 
perience. O then, make trial of the 
Redeemer s grace.' Sinner, believe in the 
Lord Jefus, and verily thou Jhalt be faved^ 
Such indeed is his grace, that even the 
faith which is neceffary to our participa¬ 
tion of his benefits, is his own free gift. 

Hence 
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HeiJcerHjis faid* By grace are yi^^ved^ 

' *. thrmgh/aUhi cmd that not of yourfelves ; 
it is the gift of* Gbd'. Afk then, and receive, 
that your j^may be fkU. 

TpGjBTHER with the grace of Chrift, 
the apoftle joins the kve of God;, that is, of 
^ God the Fathjer. By this he intends not 
only the principle, itfelf; but likewife all 
its happy effefts.aod confequences. The 
love which. God hath for his people, is 
inanifeft in the part which he takes in their 
redemption. ^ If we|Jraw afide the curtain 
of time, and: look back into eternity, we 
findj that'even then, this love was aftive 
in their behalf. Long before we, or the 
world, had any exiftence, God, forefeeing 
that man would fall into fin and mifery, 

, entertained thoughts and purpofes of 
mercy. He not only confented’to, but, 
togedier with the Son and the Spirit, ac¬ 
tually fornjed a covenant of grace. In the 
■ framing of this covenant, he appointed his 
own beloved Son the Redeemer of a fallen 
world. He knew that our redemption 


« 


Kph. ii. 8. 


could 


i 
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could niiit he effefted, bujt at the exp^ce srrm. 
of the tears* apd groans* and bipod qf i,." 
CSirift. But to .him this wasrop obftacle. ^ 

The falvation of finners lay near his heart; 
and he determined that it {hould beaccom- 
pliftied. The apoftle John faith. Herein 
is love^ not that we loved^ God, but that he 
loved us, and fent his Son to be. the.propitia- . 
tion for our ^ fas, Now, as the fubfti- 
tution of Chrift in our place muft of ne- 
ceffity be voluntaryand not conftrained, 
and as he was to tak€||Upon him our nature, 
and in that nature to aft as our fu.rety, it 
was abfolutely requifite, that he ftiould be 
at his own difpofal. And fuch was the love ‘ 
of the Father to his creatures, that he gave 
to the Son of man full authority to lay 
down his life as a facrifice for them, and, 
when juttice fliould be fatisfied, to reclaim 
and recover it again. Hence Chrift, in a 
converfation which he held with the Jews, 
faid, I have power to lay downmy lift, and / 
have power to take ita^ain: this command¬ 
ment have Ireceived ofmy\ Father, For the 

* I John iv. 10, + John Xf kS. 

fake 
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^ x?r^* Chrift, the Father accepts true 

believers, adopts them into his family, atid 
holds communion vdth them as children in 
^ whom he delights. He hath conftituted 
Chrift, as Mediator, Lord of the creation. 

; He gave him to be the Kead over ail thiT^s to 
the^church: fo that he might quicken whom* 
focver he would, and beftoanj^pon them all 
the bleffings of grace and ^ry. And that 
nothing ill the univerfal fyftem of provi¬ 
dence might hinder, i>ut that every thing 
might be fubfcrvientjfio the great work of 
redemption, he hath fubjeSed angels, men, 
and devils, to Chrift as their fupneme Lord 
and Judge. He rejoices in all the raea* 
fures, which Chrift hath taken, for fecuring 
the evetlafting liappincfs of his people; 
and will account the redemption of fin- 
ners his principal delight and glory, to all 
cternky; 

'fuE apoftlc mentions ixtut, the com- 
mUfiion of the Holy Ghojl, By ^ this Ikj 
means the communication of thofe gifts 
and graces, which it is the peculiar province 

*Kpli. i, 21'. 
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6f the ^loly Spirit to impart. The pri- « 

mitivc chriftians were endued with extra- ^ 
ordinary and miraculous powers, which have 
long fince ceafed. But the ordinary gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, as they are ftill neceflary, 
are ftill beftowed. Chriftian minifters have 
need of his afliftance, that their natural and 
acquired abilities may be ftrengthened and 
improved; fo that they themfelves may be 
workmen who need not be a/kamed. Fathers 
and heads of families have need of his in* 
fiuencc, that they may be able to inftruft 
their families properly in things which 
pertain to life and godlinefs. Individuals 
have need of his teaching, that they may 
obtain a clear infight into the truths of 
God. But fomething more than all this is 
neceflary to conftitute us real chriftians. 

Therefore the Holy Spirit communicates 
thofe graces to the heart, which taking 
root there, fpring up, and bring forth fruit 
unto life eternal. He it is, who humbles 
the fpirit of the finner, and fills him with 
thatbrokennefs and contrition of the heart, 
on account of fin, which it is faid in the 

U fcrip- 
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fcnpture, that God will rwt defpifel He it 
is, who reveals to the poor penitent the 
fuitablenefs and excellency of Chrift as a 
Saviour. HeJhall glorify me, faith Chrift, 
for he piall receive of mine andJhallfiow it 
unto *you. It is the office of the Holy 
Ghoft to excite within us a fpirit of prayer. 
He helpeih our infirmities; and maketh in- 
lerLcfJlon for m with groanings which can¬ 
not be -{uttered. It is he who enables us 
10 believe the promifes of God, and to 
live upon them. Hence he is called the 
Comforter. He weans us from fin, and 
enables us to grow up in holy conformity 
to the image of Chrift. Whatever good 
we enjoy, we receive through his miniftry: 
and whatever good we do, we do it by his 
gracious affiftance. He workdh in us both 
to will and to do, of his good {^pleafwre. 
Thus he gradually prepares the fervants 
of Chrift for that ftate of confummate 
purity and happinefs, which is referved 
for them in heaven. 

John x\ i. 14. i Romiias vi.ti zQ, !{ Philip, ii. 13* 

Upon 
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t.he whole, it is cafy to perceive,. 
that a proper knowledge of the Trinity is . 
of very great importance. Ii is indeed 
offuch importance as fully tojullify lliofe '' 
damnatory claufes, which the creed, that 
we have this day re peated/contains. Who- ^ 
ever errs in this point, ca inot be a wor- 
Ihipper of that God, by whofe infpiratiou ' 
the feriptures were given. O my brethren ! 
be not like thofccarelc^ls perfons, to whom 
it is perfeflly indilFcrcnt wliat {i iitiinents 
they imbibe. There are fuch things as 
damnable ^herejies. Beware of fucking in 
the poilbn. Jell it deftroy you. Plow can 
we cxpc6l, that God will regard our reli¬ 
gions fcrviccs and our fcemingly good con¬ 
duct, while wc take no pains to be ac¬ 
quainted with him ? If we know him not, 
how can wc love him ? And if we love . 
him not, how can we render him any rea- 
fonable fervice?—But there are thofe, who 
would fain perfuade us, that th(?S}p6lrine 
of the trinity is beyond the reach of com¬ 
mon capacities, and fit for only philofophi- , 

* 2 Peter ii. i. 
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® xi^* heads. If they mean, that we/are not 
^ able fuUy to comprehend the divine exif- 
I tence^ it is granted. In fuch an attempt 
philofophy itfelf muft perifli. But furely, 
what is revealed concerning it, it is every 
one’s bufmefs to know and believe. It is 
evident, that in my text, the apoftle fpeaks 
of it in fuch a familiar flyle as necelfarily 
leads us to conclude, that the knowledge 
and worftiip of the Trinity was common to 
all, who, in his time, made any profeffion of 
chriftianity. And why it ftiould not in our 
days, no found rcafon can be given. They 
who would perfuade you to indifference are 
the enemies of your falvation. If they pre-. 
/ vail on you to be indifferent about the 
truth, their next attempt will be, to pre- 
’ vail on you to deny it. • Be not deceived. 
Do not content yourfelves with a fuperfi- 
cial knowledge of the God whom you pro- 
fefs to ferve. Settk to know more of him 
day by day. Search the feriptures : and 
implore the afliflance of that gracious 
Spirit, who alone can regulate our ideas, 
and reftify our hearts and lives. Buy the 

truth ^ 
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truth\ andfeU it not It’s value and impor- s E RM, 
tance are too great to admit of trifling, Sa- 
crificc every thing which would prevent you 
from obtaining it. And having obtained it, 
keep it as a precious treafiire, to the pur- 
chafe of which the world is not equal. 

Before I conclude, I cannot help 
taking notice of that truly benevolent 
fpirit, which my text breathes. The 
apoftle wiflied the Corinthians, and all, to 
whom his epiftle might come, to be parta¬ 
kers of the bleflings which he mentioned. 

Calling his eye forward through fucceflive 
ages of the church, I imagine I hear him 
fay. May thefc bleffings be with you all! 

Rich and poor, learned and illiterate, 
young and old, male and female, bond and 
fiee, chrillians of different denominations, 
men of diftant countries and different ‘ 
com i>lex ions, may you all poffefs and enjoy 
them! O let us enter into the fpirit of St. 

Paul. Let us befeech the Father of 
mercies to beftow upon us thefe exalted 
favours. Let us feck them for each other. 

Let us pray that they paay be diffufed 

throughout 
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xfi^* tibroiighout tim world: As members of 
the church of Chrill, we ought to poiTefs 
a public fpirit, and to ufe all proper means 
of ftrengthening it’s intereft, and promoting 
' it’s welfare. Every chrillian ought, in his 
converfation and deportment, to aim at 
communicating real piety and happinefs to 
^ all around him. We arc taught and en¬ 
couraged toexpeS a time, when truth (hall 
banilh error from every corner of the earth, 
when grace fhall univerl'ally triumph, and 
^ when the love of God (hall dwell in every 
heart. We Ihould rejoice in the profpeft; 
and by our prayer:> and dfliftancc, ftrength- 
en the hands, which arc employed m dif- 
feminating the knowledge of God. Let us 
in the whole coude of life make it appear, 
that we wifli nothing more ardently, than 
that the bleflTings which we have now con¬ 
templated, may be the portion of all. 
And with gratitude and pleafure let us con¬ 
tinually If'ok forward to that blefled ftate, 
in which, if we be real chnftians, we Iball 
enjoy them in their fulleft latitude, and in 
their bnghteft glory. 


Pi* R^rI r 
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Permit me now in imitation of the 
'apoftle, to clofe this difcourfe, by ut- 
tering the with, which lies neared my 
heart. May the knowledge of the adora« 
ble Trinity; and may the gi ace of our Lori 
Jefus Chi and the^Iove of God, and the 
(omnium on of the Holy Ghojl, be xvHhyow 
alV Amen. 


THE END. 







